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ON HYPOCRISY, 


». 


Gus Incerity and 3 are virtues ſo excellent, 
that without them the moſt flaming zeal, regular 
deyotion, and rigid morality, if theſe can be divided, 
are vileſt hypocriſy and diſſimulation. Theſe are 
ices deteſted of men, and abhorred of God, who is 
2 God of judg1 ment, by whom actions are weighed 
in a juſt [balance for he ſearches the heart, and 
clearly diſcerns the inmoſt receſſes of this inextrica, 
ble Jabyrinth, which are impenetrable to human ſa- 
gacity, and eagle eyed ſuſpicion, He readily traces 
all the ſecret windings, and deep. deſigns of the hue | 
man ſoul, —even theſe principles and paſſions, which 


ſometimes lie concealed from the . very Prin: in 
whoſe breaſt they lodge. 


Almighty God turns the ſhadow of death. ing 
morning, declares unto man that is his chonght, and 

is moſt. intimately acquainted with all his ways; and | 
he beholds the upright man with che higheſt appro» 
bation and delight ; bur regards the. hypocrite with, 
the © keeneſt hatred and. abhorrence. He loves good 
nels „ Pietyy and e ; vice and wickedneſs” are the 

only 
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ech things in the univerſe which he hates with irre. 
concifabſe averſion; * And, Ag certaimty as the righte 

| ous Lord loves juſtice, he will puniſh the ſinner accord- 

ing to his deſerts, if he does+nqt” repent, or 

change his character and conduct: Then indeed, he is 

no longer a ſinner, but a faint. Therefore if any tranſ- 


„„ „% = 


 grefſor flatters himfelf with hopes of mercy from his 
gracious Creator, though he do not forſake his vices, 
he groſsly affronts the Judge of all the earth, and wo- 
fully deceives himſeſf.— A 12885 all be is a God 
unjuſt.” Oe GIL arr y3 gel” * 89 

dhe Delty whom die profeſs + deep, 'exercile 
not Gily-merty and loving kindneſs, but judgment 
and righreviiſnels in che earth; and therein doth 
he delight. And though ſentende a gainſt every evil 
work; is not executed in this 4 cd, yet divine juſ- 
tee hath manifeſted EF in many awful inſtances » 5 
but in none {6 terrible as in aa Werben death 
of our Lord Jeſus, che immäbbülate Lamb of God, 
Hain for the ins of the world. "Looking to him who 
ls the author of our faith, And died on 1 croſs, we 
Te jalties and merey happily recbnelled/ and our 
| Mg does appear ttiflexibly uit; as well as divinely 
© ' gracious; | while he juſtifies' therepcating Bhper, and 
wle the kratigreſſor; who betieyes'inhis Son— 
And here we may learn, nelther to preſunic on the 
bee Sc vor aibly Hope for im punity, cle 


ther in open vice, or yet in ſneaking "Hypocriſy, and 


© "Wot difimildtion?" os u blade dg ado 


he güllt 2d baſcthi; folly and madneſs, of this 


5560 c NETS cht oF a9] os to Hi deceiful 


To i 
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deceitſp] juggling. with God add man, is ſuch, tha, 
the Saviour never inveighs with greater ſeverity a. 

gainſt any vice, than he does againſt this horrid, 
crime. Haqw many woes does he denounce again} 
the Pharaſees, who under a cloak af uncommon 
zeal for religion, concealed the moſt diabolical pur- 
poſes, and ſo added the not pe to all theiv 
other atrocious ſins? 1 5 

With what holy e aig he ore that fig- 

tree, which under a multitude of green leaves con- 
cealed entire barrenneſs, having not one ſingle fig, 
either ripe, or green upon it!? for if Jeſus had found 
any fruit upon it, he who delighted in bleſſing, would 
by no means haye denounced this curſe . Let no 
fruit grow on thee hereafter. But was the Saviour 
like a peeviſh or paſſionate mortal, diſpleaſed with 
2. tree; or did he ſuffer his. indignation to riſe a- 


gaiuſt an iaan plant, which could neither pro- 
voke his anger, mor. feel its effects? Nothing can 


be conceived more oꝑpaſite ta the character of the 
holy Jeſus; who, When reviled, inhumanely abuſed, 
and moſt barbarouſly tortured even unto death, was 
dem a ſheep before the ſhear ers, and meek as , 
lamb in che hands of its hutcher; he uttered no 
-  angry;ward:; na impatient expreſſion dropped from 
his lips; but blefſed- his perſecutors, and prayed for 
Pardon to, his cruel murderers with his dying 
A breath... T6 n Mu WO e. 
No, he beheld i in this tree of fair 10 ind ſpread.. 
_lng:boughs,, a ſtriking emblem of that hypocritical 
Ration of the Jews, to whom he had preached now 


for 
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for the ſpace of three years and-upwards, according 
to the parable, Luke xiii. 6. "with unwearied dill. 
genee and truly dirine eloquenct though with very 
Eule ſucceſs; Few believed his report“; ànd there; 
fore filled with divine pity, and yet fired wilt holy 
indignation againſt chis deſuded and hardened genera- 
ton, be curſed and inſtantaneouſſy blaſted this figs 
tree; that if it were poſſible he might alarm them 
rouſe their fears of impending ruin, awaken tlrem 
from their fatal ſecurity; and lead them to repentanee 
by chis very remarkable, though figuratiye diſplay 
both of his almighty power and righteous diſpleaſure 
aguinſt their hypberiſy and horrid wickeUneſs: For 
va doubt nns fig. tres which was green and 
thriving ag toda wi ered to the very rod ür fore 
the evening of thiftext, aud gu yi learned ho 
it was blaſted by the Savio iS eue Ack fone of theſe 
might have heard his porabie f ein 
tree was.curied by che Saviour Mat the'nmigh 
of the Jews might bet bleſſeod in: turning rot "theid | 
Gns..:.Sq when the/agtient'prophete-utrered predic 
tions of impending juigments, they ſometimes joined 
with theſeꝰ ſome action fymbolicat of the fupag rent 
and placing it, as; it were before the! bf chien 
hearers; thar-xhoy- might improv che mihbün pf me 
people more ſenſibly, with the dertaimy and greẽp 
neſs, of che aviteto come, Shen their; cars wo de 
heavenly. diſcipline, and) ſealo the inſtrustidn 
5 ne But ift it neger in this green- 
„enn d 3 „ rg 4% t Nut; Entrees 
0 * hf 1113 ger uf a. {4% % 465566 g 
1 


bET AUE 146114 5 


trer, what ſhall be done in che dry? I ti meer 
| emblem of hypocriſy, or ſigure of barrenneſs under 
a profeſſion of rebellion; was blaſted by the Redeem- 
er's curfe:inwhom: only the nations are bleſſed: What 
ſhall be the fate of the real Uifſembler and baſe hypo- 
 erite ? Surely lie ſhall be cobſumed like dry wood ſit 
fuel for the fire -of divine! wrath, in that lake where 
the worm dies not and the flame is not quenched. 
But, alas! is this hypocriſy a rare ſin, and but beidem 
found among à ꝓeople profeſſing the goſpel and reli. 
gion of Jeſus —Or is there not reaſon to fear it 
does greatly pte vailꝰ Eſpecially in every nation where 
chriſtianity has obtained the ſanction of cuſtoiu an 
civil authority: and comes recommended to us by 
tradition from our fa ers and remoter anceſtors. — 
| c that we do not diſcover the 
mean vinc virtues of peace, loves 
and difincereſtell charity always e r c 
paſs for the diſciples of Jeſus. bl 
Are there not too many who have been upüzel, i 
80 to church, pray, hear; andaphmuunicate, and yet 
Hardly, produce any of the:fruits' of holineſs, or t 
leaſt do dot abound in thele works of tiglnecuſneſg 
which are by Jeſs Chriſt to the glory of God? Thee 
perſons are furely hypocrites, ho havealbrmyf gods” | 
lineſs, bat deny the power of ix.“ "This n Heft 
a melancholy obſerraivnz cu 10 God ir wette 
groundlefs as it is lamentable! But e alan, in 
ſhould even prove falſe, or not very well gron 
nec hurt, nor is it intended 70 Giſturb any chat as 


1 pe rAC hf DES 118. 

fincerely pious. God forbid that this ſhould Imke che 
heart of auy righteous perſon ſad, or diſcourage any 
ſerious chriſtian. If any can appeal to God, the 


Tearcher of hearts, that they are indeed very ſenſible 
of their many ſiis, and do ſorrow for them, but yet 


humbly truſt in the mercy of God, the merits of a 


Saviour, and the promiſes of tlie goſpel for pxace, par- 


don, aud ſalvation from ſi and miſery and that they 


indulge no vice; regard no enquiry in their. hearts, 
but obey every precept of tue dix ine law with the ut- 

moſt care and diligerce; ſtill praying that God may 
ſearch and try them, ſo as no impious deſire may re- 
main concealed in their hearts; but that he may lead 
them forward in the good way of piety and upriglin- 
fieſs.¶ Theſe perſons have the witneſs in themſelves, 
the bleſſed eſfect and happy er lence of the truth of 
the goſpel upon their hearts ik. cht to rejoice 
with devout gladneſs and gratit Kt That by the grace 
of God they have attained this pious ſincerity and 
| heavenly temper. This i is the beſt proof that the 


goſpel is from Heazen, and. Jeſus came forth from | 


God, competent to every chriſtian, not excepting the 
s Men do not gather grapes from thorns, 
c.“ | 

ts Ye, "= e in \ Zion ſhould be med, 2 
 fearfulneſs and horror, ſhame, and confuſion, ma may ſeize 
the hypocriteand formal profeſſor. The folly and ab- 
ſurduy of his conduct is truly amazing, he ſeems to 
think if he can deceive men, and cheat mortals like 
e he will alſo impole on hin Makere—O fooliſh 
diſlembler? 


* 
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difembler! Doſt thou indeed imagine thou canſt / 
hide thyſelf. ſo cloſe under the thickeſt darkneſs. or 
diſguiſe, that thy maker cannor lee thee, nor pene- 
trate that maſk? Before whom Hell is open and deſ- 
truction has no covering, Who turns even the ſha- 
dow of death into the morning. Shall he not ſhortly 
bring to light all the hidden wickedneſs of the moſt 
artful hypocrites? And expoſe to open view all the 
woſt ſecret counſels of the wicked heart? And how 
very weak is every attempt to conceal from thy Ma« 
ker what he every moment ſo clearly ſees, and will 
very ſoon reveal and puniſh with juſt e ol 
an aſſembled unsere... 12104677 
But if this ſhould rethain' in doubt wit the n 
crite, ho certainly does not in his heart believe a 
future judgement nn he yer wrap himſelf ſo cloſe 
in bis covering of deegit; that the jealous eye of hu- 
man ſuſpicion ſhall hever pierce or draw aſide the 
tail, and diſcover his real face or true character BE: 
very rarely does this happen. | | 


Art and nature ate ſo very different, that no great 
ſkill is neceſſary in ordinary caſes to diſtinguiſh the 
hypocrite, who is only the picture of a ſaint, fromthe 
original, which he tries to take off, but often with- 
| 3 ſucceſs.— And the formaliſt labours harder only 

to perſonate, and paſs himſelf upon the world for a 
faint ; than the true chriſtian does in working out 
his falvation though he do it with fear and trembling * 
| holy caution and vigilance.” | 


80 true is the wiſe man's obſervation, 66 thorns 
B and 
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and ſnares are planted thick in the way of the Guner, 
which tear and wound him very ſore j but the path of 
the righteous is plain and ſmooth, and he walks in it 
with great caſc and pleaſure ; and the hypocrite ©*la- 
bours as it were in the very fire, and wearies him- 
ſelf for very vanity. For though he could certain. 
ly obtain, and ſecureiy enjoy the applauſe of men, 
which is all the reward he can expect; even this 
praiſe is o him a very ſevere reproof, and can hardly 
fail ſometimes to cover him with ſhame, and ſting 
him with the keeneſt remorſe: As this reflection 
mult ſometimes ſurprize him, I am indeed the very 
reverſe of that character which men thus highly ap- 
prove and extol, and all this praiſe is no more than 
my well deferyed reproach and juſt condemnation. 
Thus wo will be to the hypocrite, even becaufe 
all men ſpeak well of him,“ and the praiſe which he 
fo eagerly deſires. and purſues, if gained, overwhelms 
him with ſorrow and diſtreſs. For while men bleſs 
him under a'borrowed name, God curſes the deceiv- 
er and the hypocrite ; and this curſe will certainly 
blaſt his name and canſe his memory to rot, deſtroy 
his, ſubſtance, enter into his houſe and  confame the 
ſtones and timber thereof, and at length fall upon the 
devoted head of every wicked diſſembler with all its 
terrible violence and fink him into the loweſt hell, — 
How ſhockingly baſc, as well as foolifh are all ſuch 
deceitful wretches l. who in effect, deride and inſult 
their Maker and provoke him to jealouſy with their 
. odious , and profaneneſs, as if they were 

| ſtronger 
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ſtronger than He, whoſe arm is onmipotent and power 
invincible.— Do they not reflect, ic is he who ſfruck 


Ananias and Sapphira dead in a moment with his a. 


venging hand, for lying and diſſimulation.Nay, who 

ſent forth his armies and deſtroyed that wicked na- 
tion and hypocritical people of the Jews, according 
to the Saviour's prediction, burned up their city, and 
razed it to the very loweſt foundation; fo that on 
no other city was ſuch judgment ever executed, to 
no other place was it ever done as hath been done to 
Jeruſalem; on her, wrath was poured to the 
very uttermoſt; iris even painful t- read the account 
of that ſiege and deſtruction in which God required 
of that devoted race, all the innocent blood ſhed 
from the flaughter of righteous Abel, to the horrid | 
murder of Jeſus the Redeemer. 

The diſtant report of theſe dreadful woes is fit to 
make one's ears tingle and the very blood to freeze 
in one's veins. All this terrible vengeance fell upon 
that wicked people, becauſe they knew not in their 
day the things which pertained to their peace; ; but 
under a profeſſion of religion and maſk of piety, con- 
cealed the moſt helliſh malice and horrid wickedneſs. 
All baſe diſſembling wretches then have the greateſt 
reaſon to fear; leſt the anger of the Lord bre 
forth and conſume them in a moment, | 


4 


On 
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n SINGULARIT V. 
TE Captiva! 8 rr, Fo re m 7 


E en! is ee It FESY to de. 
note a good as. well.as a bad character. The hypo. 
crite glories in it— The humble man alone poſſeſſes 
jt without offence to himſelf or his neighbour. 
Some people are ſo weak as to imagine, that the reli- 
gious character muſt neceſſarily be accompanied with, 
and diſtinguiſhed from all others, by a formal, preciſe, 
and reſerved deportment, and auſterity in the counte- 
nance and actions, a cautious ayoiding of all intercourſe 
or civil communication with thoſe who do not, in 
their whole outward behaviour, conform to a certain 
ſtandard, which anſwers to their * of a ee 
man. : 
Others again place this a in a . 
talxing upon religious ſubjects— Their whole conver- 
fation, be they where they will, conſiſts of nothing 
but common- place maxims, ſcriptural quotations, and 
ſeemingly pious remarks upon every. occurrence that 
they meet with in the courſe of the day —or, what is 
ſtill worſe, of vain and uſeleſs diſputes about modes of 
faith, doctrine, or worſhip, | 

Alas! all this may very properly be called the pe- 
dantry of religion, and, like that of human learning, 
is a ſure proof, that their knowledge and experience 
are extremely ſuperficial, 15 

Far be it from me to diſcourage a truly: religious 
eonverſation. But there is a meekneſs of wiſdom, as 
the Scripture beautifully expreſſes it, that will mo- 


deſtly 
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deſtly avail itſelf of every favourable opportunity, and 
VMich a becoming zeal exert itſelt in the cauſe of truth. 
They who beſt know themſelves are certainly beſt 
acquainted with human nature. Such , perſons will 


ever be careful, in their converſation and deport- 
ment, to be wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as does, 


to become all things to all men; that is, to ſtudy the 
yarious prejudices and infirmities of men, and form 
their diſcourſe and condu in ſuch 2 manner, as will 
not h ve any tendency to diſguſt or affront them; but, 
on the other hand, by forbearance and gentlereſs, 
Wi win all n and thus command their at- 
tention. 

The only 8 3 which is juſtifiable, 
is that which conſiſts not in words, or even in parti- 
cular actions, but in ſuch a general uniform tenor of 
heart, temper, and conduct, as will not indeed» 
like the Phariſaical formalities, be ſo eaſily diſcerned 
by every vulgar eye, but will never fail of making its 
way at laſt through every obſtacle and . impediment, 
which the adyerfaries of truth and virtue may throw 

vp againſt it. 
Some characters are doubtleſs to be met with whoſe 
| ſingularity | does not ſo much conſiſt, in not following 
the multitude at all, as in not following them to do evil, 
whoſe life is an amiable tranſcript of their Redeem- 
er „ho, like him, go about doing good, —wpho Hine 
forth as lights in the midſt of a dark and perverſe ge- 
neration, and whoſe influence is known and felt 15 a 
ſure, though ſilent and gentle operation,— 
Such characters are worthy of imitation.— They | 
arc In 1 the image of the Dei) — They bear 


che 


—— —— — .. 
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the ſignature of unfeigned truth and pure diſintereſted 
goodneſs. They are known, and only to be known 
by their bleſſed fruits wherever they go—whatever 
they do, in public or iu private, among their neigh- 
bours, friends and acquaintance, or in their own lit- 
tle family circle—their ſingularity is conſpicuous in 
no other way, than in the ſweetneſs of their temper 
—the meekneſs of their deportment—the unaffected 
@ecency of their converſation their readineſs to 
vblige— their frequent ſacrifice of private eaſe or in- 
tereſt to the comfort and convenience of their bre. 
hren. 

No ſour and forbidding wall: fits upon their brow 
— Their houſes, their hands,” and their hearts, are | 


| open to all cat ftand in need of their aſſiſtance. In 


a word, the lovelineſs of true religion, appears in their 


: whole conduct, —and even thoſe, who will not imi- 


rare, dare not condemn them. | 
if Funderſtand any thing of the Chriſtian roſters, 


| this 3 is the life which gt recommends. Would but its 
profeſſors act up to its dictates, live like their maſter, 


and dare to be ſingular in being and doing good 
vould they but apply to the exhauſtleſs ſource of 


goodnefs, for thoſe, bleſſed influences of his ſpirit 


| whereby alone their evil tempers and paſſions can be 
_ eradicated, and an heavenly life, with all its difpoſi- 


tions and graces, opened in their hearts—Deiſts would 
be confounded—hypocrites would tremble—and bad 


men of all ſorts be more effectually alarmed, than by 


all the thundering RR of the moſt {20 | 


e in the world. MIT 
| Zn ( 913-7 SACRED 


SACRED POETRY, 


\ 


a * — — eee IEP Eo_=—_—_—_ — — | 
ener ſuited to the 172 Number ＋ the E cagelial 
| — Magazine. | 
Fir. kind * ſwiftly oy + 4 — | 
Diffuſe the light of truth on every hand. 1 


Let heavenly bleſſings on chy courſe attend, 
In every houſe be thou a welcome friend. 

Thro' ANGLIA's northern parts thy circuit is, 
(The editors not courting gen'ral praile.) 
Or if in ScoT1a's borders thou art found, 
Let health and joy attend thy monthly round. 
Whether thy reader dwells on banks of TVN, 
Or on fair Twzzna's verge himſelt recline. 
Whether he tends his flock va Evey fide, -: 
Or where the Tzxzs or ſofter Hummer glide, 
Whether on Capvior's lofty brow he lies, 
Or Kzswick mountgixs towering to the ſkies. 
His cloſe companion thou, wherg'er he goes, 
T' augment his joy, and mitigate his woes. 
Let wiſdom's dictates penetrate his mind, GO 
Jo fear his God, and recompence mankind.”* 
On day of holy reſt, from nuxon derain'd 
By neceſſary care, he thou his friend. 
The doctrines there declar d, do thou impart, 
As, ſecond preacher, to his yielding heart. 

Be vor thy ſphere of uſefulneſs conſia d 
To ruſtic sw ain, or more Jaborious unn; 
In throng aud pop'lous cities be thou ſound, 
W here trade and pleaſure Fe rg 
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Let giddy circles tl y ſage counfels feart; a. bv 
Geainſt ſelf- de tri ction thoughtleſs mortals warn; 
Caution the forward vourn 'gainſt vice's ſaare, 


Tell pxoopiNG AGE, © for yawning grave prepare,” 


But here alas! my Il-forebodiag mind, 
Predicts the bad reception thou wilt find, 
From men like theſe; whoſe buſy heads EY 
With iruitleſs ſchemes, forget a future ſtate, 
Thy dodrine to the pious and ſincere 
Beſt ſuited is, who conſeĩous truth revere; 
Whoſe ſoul hath felt the power of DIVINE LOVE 5 
M bo ſeeks his portion in the world above. 
Jo that bleft land, be thou his faithful guide, 
Trom virtue's path let him not turn aſide. 

| Tho? modern elegance thou boaſteſt nor, 
In ſtile expreſſiye let thy page be wrote; 

The ſubjects grand which every ſentence fill, 
Diſdain embelliſhment from -arti/?*s kill. 
Good ſterling truth expreſs'd in proper phraſe, 
Attention wins, and due affeQions raiſe, ' 

On VirTve's cauſe be all thy views intent, TN 

For time in politics is idly ſpent. BENE 

Gazettes contain the ſlaughter of the brave, 

Be thy delight immortal ſouls to ſave. : 
In human ſyſtems do not much confide, 


Be norzy oRACLES thy only guide. 


Truth unadulterate to all convey, 
VUnwarp'd by prejudice or party ſway. 
From thy fair page let error far remove, 
And every line | breathe UNLVE RSAL LOVE. 
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1sa46 ni into the ry we ate wp to nie- 
Liana on God and his works, no /d&ubr, where 
he might behold, without any difagreeable interrup- 
tion or reſtraint, the amazing productions of divine 
power, and the moſt magnificent diſplay of unſearch- 
able Wiſdom and boundlefs goodneſs; and when theſe 


are viewed with an attentive eye and compoſed mind, 


the. ſoul is ſtruck with holy wonder, and overwhelm- 
ed with gratefulſurprize, and the heart is-taviſhed 
With. exquiſite: delight. Nothing ean give higher 
pleaſure to the eye, or entertainment to the mind, 
rhan an accurate ſurvey of the works of nature or 
creation; and the ways of God ; (eſpecially when by - 
theſe;; as: ſo. many ſteps of that bleffed ladder, which 
ſtands on the earth; while its top reaches to leaverf, 
we aſcend the holy hill of God, or elimb near Jeho+ 
vab's thronez. and behold the great Creator reigning 
with exalted majeſty, pouring the ſoftened ſplendor 
of his glory and the unexhauſte# ſtreams of his boun» 
ty over all his works, and rejoĩcing in them with di- 
vine gladneſs and complacence. Then one hears na- 
ture ſhout alouds great, great is our Lord, his power 
is boundleſs, his wiſdom unſearchable, and his good - 
neſs unutterable; and; liſtens with ſacred delight, 
while all lis works ſing his praiſes in-themoit perfect 
; harmony, and with the ſweeteſt melody. Does any 
thing giye a more noble pleaſure than a fair picture of 
8 facureingll her works, drawn by thedeligae hand of 
RES obs G " | Raphacl 
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Raphael, or the fine, pen of ag enraptur d bard or divine 
poet ? very few if any, ſui e. This is a pure unadultera · 
_ ted entertainment, far ſuperior to that we derite from 
the deſcription of wars and batiles, and garments rol- 
Jed in bloed, Mills of carcaſes and heaps of flain, caſ- 
tles razed, cities ſacked, and towns buried in ruins 
or conſumed wirh hoſtile flames. From this ſad fpee - 
ctacle the humane heart turns awayſhock ed with hor- 
for, and all aghaſt, and exclaims, can fueh dire paſ- 
aons dwell in the breaſts, and rage in the bofoms of 
men made after the image of God? can ſuch enor- 
mous deeds be done, can ſuch barbarons crimes be 
perpetrated by mortals ? Surely chen man is more 
feroe chan the lion, more furious than the bear of 
the deſrt, which never prey upon their on kind, 
nor devour creatures of their own ſpecies: more cru- 
el chan the oſtriches of che wilderneſs! And if the 
poet entertains with the moſt lively deſeripiion of the | 
reyels of .draakargs, che : caprice of lovers, the in. 
rrigues of gallamry and the like: do not theſe rather 
diſturb the mind; nay, often pollute the heart, and 
defile che conſeience? But then we view a tkereh of 
nature, drawn hy a judicious poet, of lively fancy 
and corret᷑t taſte, and there trace the numberleſs and 
inimitable ſtrokeof heayenly wiſdom, and che ſtu- 
pendous exertions of creative power, that fieſt lannch- 
ed the unwiciy planers along the boandleſs - ether, 
wiych have _centinned their conrſe with una- 
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while-we obſerve: che epnſtant ſuine and unreſtrained- 


profußon of divine goodneſs: and beneſitence; out: 
minds are enriched with ſacred knowledge, and our / 


hearts burn with ſeraphic love: Nay, we mount by 


pleaſing ſteps to the great Parent of the univerſe,. 
and fall do wu before him with profound reverences; 


and our fouls aſcend to the father of ſpirits, with the 


moſt devout affection, in humble prayer and pious? 


praiſe. And ſurely ſhould any otus forget to ſing aud 


celebrate the God of ſeaſons, who, with unceaſing 


hand, roll Hoνν our revolving years; we haue goed 
reaſon to ſay wich the ſweet finger of Iſrael “ Then 
let my right hand forget hey ounning, Let my tongue 
be mute and fancy paint no more; or rather: let 


each ſay wick the Hebrew pdet or monarch * M 


meditation of these, O God; ſhall be ſweet, and my 


heart ſhall ever be glad in the Lord my creator, ne? ò 
joice in God my Saviour, and takopleafureindiſcourb - 


ing of His works, and celebrating his wiſe-pravidence 
and Wonderful kindneſs.” A fund for meditation 
this, that; can never be exhauſted; This will afford 
employment for faints and angels. This will give full 
ſtope, and higheſt entertainment to their moſt en- 
larged powers and eee ah, ov 
n il: 0 ing P. 1 

The ſtory 2 n neus ee 
who When aſked thisquettion by his Prince,” What 
- God? begged one day miglii be allowed hin 10, ne- 


turn his anſwer; and aſter char intreatcd anbther 


and another migtit be indulged 20 him, without 
2 Xl 0 ever 
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ever being able to make his reply, or giving any (ſar 
tisfying anſwer. Here is ac bleſſed funtain, at 
which we may ſtretch our minds and expand our 
hearts to the very utmoſt, deriving knowledge and 
delight from it to eternity, without ever coming nearer 
its bottom; Can any man or angel by ſearching, 
find out God, or inveſtigate and declare his works to 
perfection? No, every one of them is a great depth. 
As well may we ſuppoſe that a pitifub little veſſel can 
contain the vaſt ocean Indeed this is much more 
probable than that a finite creature ſhould compre- 
hend the infinite Creator. His name alone is IE. 
HOVAH, the great I AM; and beſide his Majeſty, 
there is none elſe. . Creatures there are, but all theſe 
His hands made, and only for his pleaſure they 
do exiſt. He fills the Heaven and Earth, but che 
hole extended univerſe cannot contain his majeſty, 
or circumſeribe his eſſence. He conſtantly ſuſtains 
the frame of nature, and upholds this goodly fabric 
which exhibits the moſt ſtriking proofs of his eternal 
power and divine perfections. And yet no man 
knows the Father but the San, and theſe happy per- 
ſons to whom the Son does reveal him. The only 
begorten'of the Father, who is one with him, or ex- 
iſts in the ſame undivided unity of the divine nature 
or effence with his Eternal Father, and the bleſſed 
Spirit; who was made fleſh, and tabernacled among 
mortals; he alone hath declared Jehovah the Father 
of Spirits, and Parent of Nature unto the human race · 
an chat haue ben Jeſm by the eye of faith, 
| through 
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through the glaſs of the goſpel, have alſo ſeen 
the Iuviüble God the Father; for Ixsus is the bright 
effulgence of. his Father's: glory, and the expreſs 
guage of ins perſon. + Jehovah made or created all 
things by-Jetus. Chriſt, whether viſible or inviſible, as 
he ha h told us inzhis word, and ſurely none other 
could infqrm us of this great truth. For who: ſaw 
bim lay the foundations of this earth, or ſtretch out 
theſe heavens as a curtain? Certainly none except 
theſe Sons of God who ſhouted with ſacred joy, theſe 
morniiig ſtars who then ſung together their heavenly 
then. But theſe dwelb not with men; nor do 
they. converſe with mortals unleſs by eſpecial com- 
miſſion from their Lord and Creator. He hath 
further informed; us in Holy Scripture, that man 
was made by him perfect, and created in his own 
image, who by ſin brought death and miſery, guilt 
and ruin, on himfelf and all his family or offspring. 
But that Almighty God by Jeſus Chriſt reedeems 
guilty man from ſlavery and deſtruction, receives him 
into fayour, admits him into his family, and brings 
him to heaven and eternal glory. And chat to ex- 
ecute this great purpoſe and gracious deſign, che Son 
of God became man, in all things like us mortals, ſin 
excepted z fulfilled all righteouſneſs in his life, and 
by his ſufferings on the croſs, expiated human 
crimes, and deſtroyed Death, and Satan who had the 
power of Death. And riſing from the grave on the 
third day, the victorious conqueror of Death and all 
jhe powers of Hell, he aſcended triumphant | into hear 
5115 | | pen 
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ven, fat down at the right · hand of God, and hath 
taken poſſeſſion of life and evetlaſting Jappineſs, u 
the name of all his people and brethren. 87059 
So that now God gives grace e Goners 
by him; nay, confers holineſs and happineſs on all 
withoyt HILSON who will accept it from his hands 
as a gift divinely free to the receiver; tho purchaſed 
at the vaſt expence of the immenſely precious blood 
of Emmanuel; and by Jeſusin hisgoſpel,, finners dead 
in vice, are quickened and formed ane for the praiſt 
of Jehovah, who believing in his ſon, are raiſed in- 
to a perfect reſemblance of the Saviour and happy 
union with their God t that, as a kingdom of prieſts, 
they may reign with him in glory for ever, This is 
the grand myſtery of God. When this is finiſned and 
unfolded, time ſhall be no more. This is the won- 
àerful work of Jehovah, and the marvellous achieve 
ment of Emmanuel:-andtho* rhe. frame of nature, the 
heaven, earth, and feas, the fun, moon, and: flaps 
proclaim aloud the wiſdom.and poweruf the Creator; 
yet in the perſon, face, or character of the Lord Je. 
ſus, and in his goſpel, the unſearchable wiſdom, 
wondrous counſel, amazing love, and richeſt grace 
of Jehoyah, ſhine with vaſtly faperior brighemefs, ra- 
viſhing beauty, and kindly transforming efficacy. 
Therefore when we would rake ajuft, and truly affect- 
ing ſurvey of the works of God and mount from 
theſe, by proper ſteps, to the blefled (Creator, with 
_ enlightened minds, and enraptur'd ſouls; it is fit we 
make our ſtation an maunt Calyary, and come to Jeſus 
78 | | the 
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the rock of ages, and the foundation laid in Sion: 
that out feet ſtand on the holy ground, and our 
hearts reſt on the Saviour with the firmeſt faith, 
and unſhaken confidence. Here, like Moſes in the 
rock, we behold, with unutterable pleaſure, all the 
glory of God, paſſing in review before us, and heat 
the joyful ſound of the goſpel, proclaiming peace on 
earth and-good will to all men. From this ſtation; 
like the Jewiſh lawgiver on mount Piſgah, we view che 
heavenly Canaan, that land afar off, and trace dif- 
tinckly all the myſterious wifdom of Jehovah, conduct 
ing his chureh, in all ages, through this wilderneſs, | 
and guarding his people from all the dangers of this 
world, delivering them from the tyranny of Satan, 
01 BenZage of vice, and carrying them fafely to the 
_ reſt he hath prepared for them, where they ſhalt 
dwell in his bliſsful preſence for ever.” 

This view gives à facred coaificing/© to the ſyſtem 
of Providence, pours a wonderful magnificence and 
grandeur over all the works of God, wirhout which 
they appear a mighty maze indeed, of which we 
eannot trace the plan, nor find our how or where 
this vaſt confuſion will end. This is indeed the 
gate of Heaven, from whence we behold with holy 
wonder and delight God in Chriſt reconciling ſinners 
to himſelf, and neither imputing their rrefopalſes 
unto them, nor charging them with their moſt hein 
ous trangreſſions or numerous erimes. Here mercy 
and truth mingle, righteouſneſs and peace join in fa. 
ered harmony and ſtrickelt union. 0 ey ſhine 

with - 
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wichthebrighteſt beams, and blaze on us with Heavens 
Iy ſplendor, captivating dur hearts, and: kindling our 
ſouls i into a flame ot divine love and moſt ardent. afs 
fection to him who is love in the ſtricteſt aud moſt 
glorious ſenſe; boundleſs compaſſion, pure unallay- 
ed benevolence, and incomprelienſible goodneſs. I. hus 
ought we to view. Almighty God in the whole ſeries 
of our meditation; who is- mercifuł and juſt, while he 
faves ſinners that believe in his ſon-; but a conſaming 
fire to confound the ſoul and: devour the tramgreſſor 
that beholds him through any other medium. E. 
Aud all that have taſted the pleaſure of this. exer- 
| ciſes do ſet Jehovah continually . before. them, and 
never loſe ſight of their God entirely, — no, not for a 
ſingle mome nt. God is not in all the thoughts 
of the wicked, but is entirely excluded from 
his heart. While this glorious obje& is continually 
before him, which way-ſoever he. turns himfelf or di- 
reds his view, yet he conſtantly. turns away his mind 
from his Creator, and with amazing perverſcheſs ſhuts 
his eyes ſo faſt, chat, if poſlible, he- may not obſerve 
Him, The life of a good man, is what one may call 
3 habitcal courſe: of meditation upon God and his | 
works, either of nature or grace, providence or re- 
_— He preſerves ſuch a lively ſenſe of Jeho- 
h's preſence on his mind, and ſuch a de tout regard 
th him i in his heart, thar his eyes are in effect conti- 
nually fixed on him; and he ſees him at all times gra- 
ciouſly ſupporting, direing, and furniſhing him with 
all his enjoyments, and kindly withholding every 
thing burdulor dangerous from him, Therefore, i 
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the dalut be liberally' fopplied with the bõuùties of 
Heaven and * comnfetts- of life; he ſeriouſly; reſlects 
hat his God covers his table and ragales him with 
dainties ; fills his cup: with plenty or fatisfies him with 
wholeſgme food. That his bread is allotted, and his 


water is ſecured to him by his Heavenly Father) he 
hath not only meat to eat, but e tot Wear, 


e e e 1. 02 231] 51G\a124Þ 

. Thea he ſays:within: himſelf, hall * ihe Jabs 
my God? Shall I not. ferve him wüh moſt chearful 
obedience, and worſhip-him with pions Zeal? -; Againg 
if the Saint be either pinched with poyerty;.or but 
ſparingly fed, he learns both to be. full and to bo 


hungry; to abound amd to ſuffer Want. He remem- 


bers how Jeſus, who! was immentely nich, even the 
heir of all things, for our ſakes became execeding 
poor; ànd firmy believes his Hehvenly Earher 
knows beſt whatiregimen is pruper, WA fodd ais 
convenient for him. Therefore in neceſſitous cix- 
cumſtances, he .comforts : himſelf with this, ng hone: 
God hath provided fomething incomparably better 
for him than the meat which -periſherh:z- auen, fut 
chat endurẽ ed eternal life, and he: chears bis ſpirit 
with the cerriũ hope and pleaſing proſpect ot. ftting 


down: ſhortly with Abraham, Ifaac, aud Jacob? wherg 
_ be ſhall feaſt with; Emmanuel at his table on the hid- 


den manua, aud drink the pure-water of life from 
ier ich makes glad the celeſtialchy of Godz +1 


worldly. wealth ſhould, ax any time om un Nein 


abundance; eons of and - - 
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ti pleneifal: table become 2 git, or his ample fortune 


eren. Onngrutefuf monſfan 1 Does the ox forget 
Us wner, or che aſs his maſter who feeds/lim? No 
Airo_froukt I then be more ſlapid, nnfceling; and 


doch 
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cheſe: blaſſiiga of the nether ſprings: becauſe he 
knows that all the creatures of God are good, that 
theſe ought to be accepred and regarded as talents en- 
wolted to his ca ant: fidehry; of which the bleſ- 


fed Lord and proprietor will require a ſhei& account 
om all his ſervants; and requite every one accor- 

ding to his zealand diligence in improving them.— 
Therefore he ftadies to make himſelf friends by this 


#ammon of ufrigliteouſheſs, and takes great care leſt 


2 trap to enſtrare hint -o dirert kim from bis duty, 
and fedyce hin from his God; faying within himfelf, 
* Should I thus requite rhe Lord my: Creator, who 
gives me altichefs: chidgs richly to ' enjoy 7 Of fooliſh 


vnthankfal than thee brutes to which God has not 


Freu reaſon, wor imparted underſtanding God fore 


B that E fhould'ever love the world, or any thing in 
hid earth, wih fach inordinate affection, av may lef- 


kde arcor ef my regard to my God and heavenly 
Either, or abate rhe fervor of my zeal in his fervice · 


When che pioue tan is in affliction, hgfces his father 


ebrrechug him in meaſure only with the rods of men, 
auch iripev of the children of” 


metz and deare with 
the chalitements of his fine Prem. When 
i» teliveretour-of ” beholds his God 
—— lvate, #emoving his ſocks 
ny 


— 
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violent torment; and he devant acknowledges chat 
- the Lord alone hath brought, back his ſoul from the 
grave, and added. to his life: a few wore days or years, 
which he rejoices to ſpend in bis ſervice on earth. 
Whether the ſaint is high or low, reſpeded and eff 
teemed, or deſpiſed and neglected, be is neither lifes 
ed yp nor caſt down beyond meaſure. If he. is. re- 
proached or fandered, he endeavours to keep hig 
mind compoſed: remembering. how the _ Saviour 
was abuſed, inſulted, defamed, . . condemn- 
ed to death as a turbulent or fedtious ec and 
an impious blaſphemer, He fays with David of old; 
Let theſe ünners curſe or eruelly miſrepreſent $ but 
may the Lord, who hath bidden or permitted chem 
ſo to do, for my trial or correction, turn their curkey 
into ſo many bleſſings, and graciouſly forgive them,” 
It the godly man is oppreſſed and perſecuted even. to 


death ; he ſtrives to poſſeſs kis coul in patience, and 
with a (mile on his face, to paſs. the important houy | 


a +-,0 


OLordler me l unworthy ſervans, depart — 1 
The Chriſtian who dafly meditates on his God and 

bis works, thus diſcerns hig hand ordering every; the 

minug eſt circumſtanee of "his lifes ang | his wiſdom dirctt- 


43 \/ 


for his good and romote. his bappigefz 3 who only 
knows What is Te for fm. He fs fs perſuaded 


that promotion. comes neither from Faſt or Welt, 
the great ner the ſmall; But che wile aud griebie 
God caſts down vue wid fere up aer , 
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e therefore confeſſes with heart-felt Hatlisfadion, * 
te The place which ISW oe cupY-is the Marien algh; 
ed me by the wifdom and kindneſs of my Heavenly 
Father; and ſhdl I not be cherte with eonrent' and en 
urely pleafedf Did more riches, Honour; or health, 
ſuit me better, he doubtieſs would have” given theſe, 


who hath not ſpared his own ſon, bar delivered him 


up to death for me; and he hath * — den fe- 


| tured to me Heaven and eternal Rory. * 


— © 


=, This habicaat meditation is citing by Ne to the 
ious foul ; bor! 1 üs Walks ever in company with 
F is "God, e Ehoch of Gd, and converſes continual 
| y with His Water and Redeemer; ; "who graciouſly 
Londelecüd 'ro/honor bim With his preſence, guide 
him w 'with his eye, and Suard Bim with, his powerful 
vidence/in ite ſteps of his ourney through 
fe! This bleſſed attendance, this happy conſcioul- 
ness Will chear him in the thickeſt glo om of adyer- 
„and heighten every gleam of proſperity,” and 
kale! it to nine with feven-fold ks eh power. 
fully reſtrain from every fin, and wit pleaſing. ener- 
gy impell to Every duty. Thus waiting on his God, 
he ſhall mount up dn high like the eagle, walk in the 
path of obedience without wearymg, and run in the 
. 2 Wer vithiour erg 


great propriety: | 


They grateful ſhare the gies 6 of Sonar hind: 3 2 * 
And the varied 8 that round them ſhine, 
211 The 
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(he fair che rich, the awful and the grand,) 
- Admire th' amazing workmanſhip divine! 
Blows not a flow'ret in the enameli'd vale, 
Shines not a pebble where the riv'let . 
Bports. not an inſect on the ſpicy gale, . 
But claims their wonder and excites nn! 


For them even verual nature looks more gay, 
For them more hvely | hues, the flelds adorn ; 


To them more fair the faireſt ſmile of day, 


Io them more ſweet the ſweereſt breath of morn, 

They feel the. bliſs which hope and faith ſupply 3 ; 
They paſs ſerene th* appointed hours that bring 

The day, which wafts them to the realms on high, 
"INE $7.6 that contepk; in W U 
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8 the ee of your intended publication de- 
pends entirely upon the impartial and ſpirited manner 
in which the ſeveral departments of it are condufted; 
permit me, who from the firſt intimation of your de- 
ſign, reſolved to be your correſpondent, to ſuggeſt a 
few things, which I preſume may be of ſome uſe in 
this undertaking. - They are chiefly extracted from a 
ſermon lately delivered in this place, to which, in the 
Feperition, I ſhal] do all the juſtice in my power, 

EY nd text Phil 4, 5. runs thus: Let your modera - 
tion 
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ion be knownumo allmen. I ſhal notrepear what way 
faid upon the nature and extent of this excellent vir. 


tue, as it reſpełts rhe remperate uſe of the ſupports 
of nataral fe, the things neceſſary for the body, in 
which we are required to avoid all exeeis. Nor 
ſhall L attempt a reckal of what was adyanced con. 


cerning the gorernment of the paſſions, love, fear, an» 


ger, in which, no doubt, Chriſtian moderation does 
conſiſt ; but proceed to what more directly ſuits the 
deſign of my epiſtte, viz. the exerciſe of moderation 


VWith reſpe@to the diſcordant ſentiments of our bre. 
thren about religion. It is certain that we differ as 


muchifrom one another in our ſemiments as in onr 
ſtature and complexions, ſo chat of the very great 


number of individuals of which fociety conſiſts, you will F 


ſcarce find rwo who exactly think alike ; their proceſs 
of reaſoning is not only different, but their conclu- 
ſions ſometimes oppoſite to one another. Whether 
it is wing t6 che different contathn of minde dri 
ginally, or to the complexion or temperature of thoſe 


bodies with which they are connected, or to the esu- 
ratiqn, company, prejudicex, c. which vary actot. 


ding to the diverfity of Greurtftahcrs that men ate 
in, I. ſhalſ not poſttlyrhy determine; one thing k cer. 
rain that in chis great yartery gf fentiments, there 18 


room enough for the exertiſe pt brother love, 4nd 


mutual forbearance, The ſubjefs of Inigation : among 
the Heathen were many, and it is'nqt to he won - 


Th dered at, as they wanted chat guicke to truth, which 


We enjoys” "WW Hatuxe af city, the chief} good of 
| — 
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nun, the immortality of the foul were ſome of them. 
Oe would be ready to think that the publication of 
the ſcriptures, efpectally of the New Teſtamenty 
herein life aud immortal are bronght to light, 
would have put an end to this ſtrife; ſo it would is 


ve could all ſee wih the fame eyes; and underſtand 


i it in the fame coke ; but this we never will do, for 
_ although words are the beſt. method that we know: of | 
_ conveying the inward: ſentiment, yer like all human 
things they are ſubject to imperſe ion. Alho" 
the new-teſtament is. not the cauſe, yes it hath been 
fre innocent occaſion of much janglingand diſputation⸗ 
owing to the prejudices and paſſions. of men. That 
it would be productive of this effect, was early: fore · 
told hy our Saviour bam not dome to ſend peace on 
exrtle hut the ſword.” Hence the delnge-of blood that 
hath been thed,. untler che pretence of zeal for the 
Lord of Hoſts ; hence che vaſt quantity of Pole meat 
Vritings, Which not only eontaiſ what their authors 
deemed am unanſwerable vindication of their: proce 
Jar tenete; but are every way loaded with bitter ſar- 
ecaſms and perſouab invectinea, their pens being dipt in 
gall. One good end hath beenanſweved under the cort- 
datt of Froudenes. which makes rhe wrath of man to 
puaiſa. God, geſtrains the vemainder of it, and brings 
good out of evil, viz. The Holy Seriptures have 
dben-boreby preſcoved witthgut any faſpicion of inter- 
pokution: or corruption. For all parties baving het 
n tholr hands, am appraling to theui for- the decor 
of the mamas in diſpuoe, in was. impoſſibte that any 
material alteration eould be made in rhe text, In- 
tolerant 


ſelf, Jar 5 % 0 10 
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tolerant principles prevailed almoſt univerſally uni 
the days of Mr Locke; and even until this day we 
hardly allow one another what the indulgent laws of 

this happy land allow us, dz. a kberty to think for 
durſelves, and worſhip according to Wat form we 
pleaſe. It harh long ſince | been obſerved; that we 


Friſtly diſclaim and refuſe to affent to the infallibility 


of the Biſhop of Rome; v yet the hot. headed leaders 
of every fect amongſt us, ſet up for the fame jofalli« 
dility, and are in the right if ve will take their word 
for it, whilſt all others are in the wrong; ſetting uptheit 
opinions as the ſtandard of truth and orthodoxy 
which one man hath as good a right to do as another. 
It is well known that the cenſotious and bigotted 
diſpoſition againſt which I am inveighing, tends greats 
ly io four the temper and break the peace of families 
and ſocieties. It is lot enough that they differ from 
theic brethren in one thing, and perhaps à matter of 
doubtful diſputation too, but they make it a reaſon; 
why they ſhould differ from them in every other, in- 
termixing their religious quarrels with the civil af. 
fairs of life: Altho' it is moſt certain that I have no 
more reaſon to differ with a man becauſe he believes 
and worſhips differently: from what I do, than be- 
cauſe he is taller] in Rature, or more corpulent thanmys 
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3 hope 5. your dy publication will; hot:eneous 


| rage men To deal damnation. round the land: 
But will be of a healing nature, teaching us to love as 


een md be ENG: to differ 


* 8. 993 11014 TR 4 a - 2 in 


— 


DETACHED ESSAvS, 44 
in ſome things, every one being perſuaded in his own 
mind: That the religion of love may have its proper 
influence upon us. And that the enemies may bs: 
deſpoiled of the weapon whereby to hurt it, which 
the bigor and cenſorious have put into their hands, 
HC you good ſucceſs, L remain 

nnen yours; Ke. 

e en te 311. Me” eee | 

Aug. 10, 1777. 242.52 INE 

it We hall endeayout to follow the advice of _ 

work cotreſpondent, and "yy the continuance e of 
his favours. 097 en | 

An Essar on the oBL104TiONs; zo SOCIAL 1 


8 ntely in medieuten on the miracu- 
lous deli rerance of the renounſed Apoſtle of the cir- 
cumciſion, as we have it faithfully and cireumſtantially 
narrated in tlie 12th chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
I could not help obſetving, that, in that part of the hi- 
ſtory which we have, v. 12, inlpiration has preſerved on 
record an antĩent practice among Chriſtians, much neg- 
lected in the preſent age] mean. ſocial prayer The 
verſe, juſt quoted, runs Peter came to the houſe of 
Mary the niather f Jolm, whoſe ſirnams was Mark, 
where many were gathered together praying. Were there 
no more in ſcripture to give a divine ſanction to that du · 
ty. and to recommendit as both pleaſing to Gop and ad- 
vantageous to chriſtians; this text, taken in connection 
with the whole hiſtory, is ſufficient. However, I 
1 ſhall "throw BEGAN a feu thoughts; e will ſet 

bn: E this 
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this duty in a proper point of view, and ſerve to en- 


force it on the conſciences of all chriſtians, who pay 
any veneration to the authority of God, and regard 
the moſt approved examples of the ſaints in the truly 
primitive, and pureſt age of chriſtianity. ry. 

1. Reaſon teaches chriſtian profeſſors not to forget 
the aſſembling themſelves together for religious pur- 
poſes. Reaſon, for the attainment of temporal plea- 
ſure and advantage, teaches mankind to form them- 
- ſelves into little ſocieties. In cities and large towns, 
where providence hath brought numbers of the ſame 
ſentiments, profeſſions, and purſuits, into acquaint. 
ance with one a nother, we ſee, a regard to their own 
intereſt draws them into more cloſe connections. At 
appointed times and places, they meet, they converſe, 
they take counſel together; they reaſon and deter- 
mine to purſue ſuch ad fach methods, as promiſe 
moſt advantage to individuals, and the whole body. 
Accordingly in every city, you will find not only the 
different rrades banded together in diſtinct ſocieties, 
with a view to promote their common intereſt, and 
that of individuals: but you will fird theological, 
philoſophical, political and muſical focieties have their 
appointed meetings, for their mutual pleaſure and 
improvement. Now if reaſon, orityou chuſe to call 
it inſtin& (for man is formed for ſociety; there is in 
him a natural averſion to ſolitude, and propenſity io 
company) teaches and inclines mankind to affociate 


_ together for temporal advantage, much more does it 


reach, that chriſtian profeſſors ſhould not forſake the 
8 88 thenſelves _— for promoting their 


ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual and eternal concerns, and the renewed na, 


ture of the ſaints will ever have a propenſity to com- 


ply with the dictates of right reaſon, 

Il. The word of God declares that the Sn 
ſtand moſt intimately connected, and nearly related 
one to another , and conſequently ought to perform 
the duties of love and friendſhip to each other, They 
are ſpoken of as fellow- citizens, Eph. ii. 19. Now 
therefore ye are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, 
but fellow · citizens with the Saints. They are called 
fellow-ſoldiers, Phil. ii. 25. I ſuppoſed it neceſſary 


to ſend to you Epaphroditus, my brother and comp: 
nion in labour, and Ne Eo Fon They are more. 


orer fello w- ſerrants, Rev. vi. 11. They are chil- 


dren of the ſame father, Col, iii. "I Heirs of the 


ſame inheritance, Rom. viii. 17. Brethren in the ſamg 
family, Mat. xxiii, 1 8. And they are members of the 
ſame body, and every one members of one auqther, 
1 Cor. xii. 12. Now,are the Saints fellow-citizens ? 
Then they ought to do as citizens uſually do. They 


ought to 10 and conſult one with anothef abaut their 
eommon privileges and intereſt. Are they fellow-ſot- 


diers? then they oughttò unĩte, encourage, andſtrength · 
en one another, agaiuſt the common enemy for as ſach 


they have the ſame enemies, the ſame allies, and are en. 


gaged in the fame warfare. As ſervants, they have the 
fame Lord and Maſter; and therefore ſhould with j joint 
conſent,and uniform deſign, ,endeavyour to pleaſe him i in 
all things. Are chey children of the ſame father? Heirs 
of the ſame inheritance ? Are they brethren ? Then it 
is cheir duty, not only to meer together occaſionally 
but as it were dwell together in unity, daily comfort 
ing and encouraging one another in love. 
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HOU Hrtle,: -wond' rous miniature of man, 
Creates, aſter wiſdom! s perfect plan.;.... . 9 029126575 
Thou little ſtranger, from exc Or be ary 
Emerging. Ingo, be, by immortal hgh 11 1aihlol- woll, 
Tho u help of wor 1ds unknown, thou can didare 

For ap.importapr, everlaſtio _— 5 
Where thou 2 Jpung Embriog halt thy were 
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3 An awhul ſeerer this, hid in. 155 0 Ke s i A 
F And yiſe decrees, which all e, 8 1 
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X Tho u ſhalt t the, fo or. the world furvive, MTs 


Dog ine, 


And chrangh the rounds of c [ pdleſs ages rm : 
Now. thou art born to heart-corroding care, 1 
To toils impo JFrant, . and to proof ſevere; | ens 


Kſoldier liſted in the war of 155 5 27 x: 
n tr immenſe, hut Oh! hoy ow þard hi CY | 


43 H E at Another F awaits thee, when the hour E 
2 Ari % Npich! lands thee « 0} ich“ eternal more; 
nd, 01 .tis 5 ith yivg ed haſte” twill —9 


971 ft 
F cr hy cradl g rocks thee to ther nei gh brips dint 
8 a 1 | 4 03 * 8 107. 8 N 91 "Then 
Py ' a; 


pie {5 155 eV 1177 O00 125007 : oy + ci oy 


\. 


ol ai 1341006200 q lane bs 85 
— * * , Ag 


„ 
13 = A 5 


S4 ⁰HD or 11 
Then ſhall immortals ſay „ A ſon is born, 
While thee, as dead, miſtaking mortals "mourn ; ; 


From glory, then, to glory thou ſhalt riſe, 
Or ſink from deep to deeper miſeries ; z. : 4 
i WING) 


Aſcend perfection eberlaſting 1 
Or ſtill deſcend from gulph to gulph in hell. 

Thou Embrio- angel, or thou infant-gend, > + a 
A being now begun, büt her to end = 
What boding fears. a father's, heart torment, . 34 5 


Trembling and anxious for the grand event, _- 1 
Leſt thy young ſopl,, ſo latę hy heaven. heſtow ' "ip 
Forget her KAT! 8, and forget her G R.ö 
Leſt, while i impriſon'd in this houſe of clay, 
To tyrant · luſts he falh a hapleſs pre: 1 1 
And leſt, deſcending ſtill from bad to worſe, 
Her immortality ſhiould prove her curſe! ' ' oy 
| Father of ſpꝰ'rits b avert a doom ſo dire, to 197 
| Let her on contemplation” s$ wing-afpire. 7 1,7 
Higher and higher, in the realms of . Kl. 
Happy in Gov, and haſking in each PF. 
Of his  refulgent glory, eyer brisbr,. bits; 
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= In poliſh'd glatt a as face to 115 8 33 
MW So, like th' inſpir'd, our doctrines are the ſame, 
A Nc fruitleſs diſpute can mongſt us ariſe, 

3 our parents cannot claim. 
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5 8 Near half our number in that crouded town, 
Por welch and commerce foes ju the Nerch, 
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Hy 'Bee the laſt Page of the cover, which acknowledges the favours of 
the public. | The Evangelical Magazine. 


_ we fir edition was fold in few Gays, anew one was pripted, 
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With eager hands were ſciz'd, almoſt as ging: YE 


As ſpreading whiſper had announe d our bits 


Not ſo with me, for warm'd with youthfut fire; 11 
To ſee'the changing faſhions of the Age 
By wand'ring far abroad, tas my deſire 
To court a riſing fame on diſlant ſtage. 
A Fly me carried ſviftiy through the aW 171 91 "mA 
In Northern rout, a hundred miles a day; 
Until a lofty city did appear | 
Where famous kings did once a . 1 18 


The ſeat of manners, ſciences, and ſaws, 08 Toy 


(To hide deſerved praiſe I were to blame) 
Her judges true to juſtice's ſacred cauſe ;, 
Hes teachers high in literary fame, 


1 
+ 


\ 


In Epi- e gates I did not long reſide, "Oz 
By ſwift machine through heath and valley huc''d 
To that bright town which ſtands on bank of Clyde, 
Enrich'd by traſſic with the weſtern world. 


True piety and learning here combine, 

I“ adorn the human foul with every grace, 

All thought of future travel I reſig, Wi 
And fix my dwelling in this happy place. 

Whilſt fair Vigotxra ſtreet I watk'd along, 

Reflecting deeply on my future fate; 

A wealthy merchant choſe me from the throng, 
And led me ſmiling to his country feat. 

| | With 
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Wich him both morn ani eving I ebnrerſe/, 
His little children learn to ſpell my N 5 

Tales, of redeaming kindneſe, we rehearſe, -  -, 
\ My leter'd | boſom doth contain the far 5 rol 
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LAM aloafed x to find that. 1 0 1 in 
the attention, and L think: deſervedly, meets with the- . 
encouragement. of the Public; And, as through 
_ that, channel, Lintend..to offer ſome. obſervations on 
the. manners and cuſtoms. of the Iſraelites that have 
occurred to me in the courſe of my reading; 7 there. 
foreif you pleaſe to infert what follows, by way of 
introduction to theſe, ſketches, which I flatter myſelf 
may be uſeful and agreeable to your readers, you 
will oblige, Gentlemen, yours, & 44 op ow | 
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It is a 8 1 very juf obſervation, cha 
the Poets, Prieſts,” and even the Philoſophers of the 
| Pagan world, give ſuch a repreſentation of religion 
as at once dilgulls che rational, and grie ves the ſeri- : 
ons enquit er She appears over · charged and Cisfigure i 
ed, among, Poets and Hiſtorians, with a multicude 
of fooliſh. Tites, abſurd ;ceremonies, and i impure prac- 
tices, and ſtained with the blood gf helpleſs, infants; 
and ilk fated wretches, Whom their, Prophets, n 
gur s, and Sogthlayers alledged their gods demanded. 
to expiate the. crimes: of parents, or avert their, 
wrath from a guilty people. The human heart ſhud- 


ders at ha eral, at. the thought of ſuch 1 
| Fi unnatural 


4 25 bY 0 B e 1164 4 
H 5 Unnäturzl practices. vet w we meet with frequent re. 
ferences to theſe victims in the Jewiſh, and very par. 
| ticular accounts of them in Pagan hiſtory. Tho we 
ſhould not füppoſe that Jeprliat,ſacrificed his daugh- 
. when he did with her according to his vow®, 
which will bear another feriſe, thar the humane and 
_ candid will moſt readily | embrace; yet even the peo- 
ple of Ifrael are ſaid to have darde their children 
in facrifice to the idols of Canaanf, and to have cauſel 
them to paſs through the fire to Molecht . when they 
| impiouſiy revolted from the worſhip of the true God. 
And the ſtory of Agamemnon, he is fait to haye 
offered his daughter in ſacrifice to Diana, chat by this 
victim he might obtain a proſperous voyage for his 
fleet from Aulis to Troy, is familiar to all who are 
| 25 alittle acquaimed with the Greek or Roman claſ 


Now, what reverence can be due, a reſßeck 
' Gn ohe pay, to a Deity, 1 that is believed: to take plea. 
fire in gaudy ow, childiſh pageantry, -or in horrid 
eruelties and lewdneſs? for even proftiration Was 
hallowed as ant of religion among the blinded na- 
tons: We cam only regard ſuch Gods with hatred 
and contempt, or with dread and terror, as wicked 
Demons and monſters of barbarity, gelen in 
od aud naufhter. e Eh. 
Again, an endleſs variety of e 1. 
|  oppolire Tones; NA the nature _—_ 
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amn. „and will of Deity prevailed among their Philo- 
ſophers, who many of them ridiculed, yet all con- 
formed to the eſtabliſhed religion of their countries 
or reigning mode of ſuperſtition. This i is 2 convig-. 
 cing proof that they all worſhipped an unknown God, 
25 the inſcription of the altar at Athens did teſtify. 
Yer theſe motles of worſhip, and monitrous forms of 
devotion continued in uſe and credit for many ages, 
nbt only among Barbarians, but eyen with the Greeks 
and. Romans, ſo famed for learning, poetry and elo 
quence. From Which we may conclude, that the 
Pagan world with all i. irs bouſted wiſdom; could never 
have attained: the knowledge of the one true God *; 
nor have diſcovered the'acceprable way of h 
_ ny: and. ſorving theCreator who is bleſſed for evermore. 
For i inſtead: of i improving” under theſe teachers the 
nations ſenſibly declined in piety, and gradually be- 
ame more vain, fooliſh, and fantaſtical in their relis 
Sious Opinions; more corrupt in their lives, and de- 
Nn morals: as a proof of chis fad truth, 
the: Apoſtle Paul's account of them, i in the firſt 
chapter of hip Epiſtle to the Romans. Does it not 
pppeag very plain then, thar man, by the mere 
force: of: reaſon and his intellectual powers, cannot 
 find-our-whadiapleaſing 1 to Gad in religious worſhip, 
nor how! his dilpleaſure againſt ibis tranſgrefſor for his 
Kn may be appeaſed j For ſurely; if ip cauld have 
been effected, this diſcovery ſo neceſſury to the hap» | 
Fee -of mankind, thank, oor heep made in che 
| ſpace » * 


* ; Cor. i ade. 
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Ha of a thouſand years, by the Philoſophers of Aſia, 
or Europe, who figure in ancient ſtory, Socrates, Pla- 

to, Ariſtotle, &c. But, alas! While they prot eſſed 


themſelves wiſe, they only proclaimed their own fol- 
ly: and groſs ignorance in theie matters; without 


producing any change or reformation in the religi- 
ons ſyſtems of their eoumries. Heyge the viſeſt of 
them lamented their own blindneſs and uncertainty | 
about religion *, proſeſſing their earneſt deſire, and 
even faint hopes, that God would condeſcend to in- 
ſtruct them by a divine teacher, and diſpel, by a: 


light from Heaven, the groſs darkneſs which involy-. 


ed the nations. And in compaſſion to bewildered 
mortals, who had wandered ſo long in the devious 
paths of error and impiety, the bleſſed Sun of Righ- 


teouſneſs at length aroſe, - ſhedding the benign rays: 
of heavenly light, and divine truth, on a world buri- 
ed in ignorance. | But while we reflect on the ſtrange 


variety of monſtrous opinions and practices which 

prevailed in every Heathen nation, and period of Pa- 
ganiſm; and do ſtill continue in credit among theſe 

people, who have not been viſited with the light of 
revelation, nor favoured with the knowledge of the 
goſpel. The view at once moves our compaſſion, 
and fills us with grateful wonder, And we naturally 


- alk; are we better than they,whoare all our brethren? 


Why hath God ſhewn us ſuch diſtinguiſhing regard, 
us he bath not vouchſafed to many other people 
and mighty nations. — No other reaſon can be given y 


| | oF for 
* Halyburton on Deiſm, or Plato's 2d Alcibiades. 
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for this preference, but that of the Saviour“, Even ſo, 
Father hath i it ſeemed good i in thy ſight.” And let us 
over remember, that to whom much is giyen' from 
chem much will be required; leſt, like Capernaum 
of old, though? now exalted up to. - heaven we be out 
down to hel. | 


However, we are | pleaingly pri 3 we 


turn our views toward the people of Iſrael, a ſmall 


and deſpiſed nation, in compariſon of the ancient 
Egyptians, the learned Greeks, and powerful. Ro- 
mans; who yet worſhipped one © God, . and boaſted 
that they had received the law, moſt religiouſly ob- 
ferved among them, from Jehovah, by immediate re, 
yelation. - This. is a very ſtrange aſſertion; it is an 

pinion not indeed peculiar to, bur derived, as L pre- 
ſume, from them to other people, and altogether un. 
accountable on any other ſuppoſition than this, viz. 


That God hath ſome time or other favoured the 


children of men with a declaration of bis mind, or 
revelation of his will, We are 1o little acquainted 
with the nature of God, that even in this enlighiened 


age, ſome, who affect to be thought more wiſe than 
others, have doubted whether he can reveal his will 
to men in any other way than by the light of nature 
or reaſon ; and others have even denied the poſſibili- 
ty of ſuch a revelation. How could then this notion 
take its riſe in the remoteſt ages of antiguity, among 
a rude people, far inferior to many nations around 


them in other branches of knowledge ? .at leaſt ſo.it 


| Matt. xi. 26. 
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* | 
generally alledged.—Only, as I think, becaule i it way 
foundedin truth and fact; for there. in no fuch crime 
| 28 forgery known in places where no cin is current, 

. and no-good or layrful money; ig uſed- 

Further, this people have authentic records, which 
they highly value and reſpect, far more ancient thag 
pay « credible hiſtory we can find among any other na- 
tions, of which we. have. yet any, knowledge; and | 
on this ſingle account, they ſeem entitled to ſuperior 
crodit and:rogard: for with the antient we. always 
expodrto-find widdhm, | Nays it is. probable, if not 
eertain; thut rdigious-ktiowledge came from. the If, 
raelites,. or tlicir) ancoſtars, e Scher nations; who. all, 
a leaſt theſe: ob tlie-weſt, confeſs they derived thei 
| wildem; eſpecially their worſbip · and rites of devotion 
from tlie caſt, from Exypt or Phanicia,, byt. as they 
did not underſtand chem, and were. clatedi with Das 
tonal pride ſochey, no doubt, mingled them with 
2 own inventiont, and greatly; corrupted them 
And' we knew well chat the poftority of. Jacob ſet» 
leid in Canaan); af county lying harucen Ehænicia 
| ant Egypt, and flouriſhed-in a:khngdom! long before 
Athens, or Sparta, or any; of the. Grecian. common- 
| wralths were known-in-the world, or * leaſt made 


Jewiſh erbe, which declare has Almighty God 
2 revealed his will to che ſted- of. Abrahamz, not. for 
Their ſuperior holineſs and worth, bur becauſe, he 
ores: rhicir father auch knen be would. teach his 

| 8 children, 
Job . ig. 32885 
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dulden to keep the ordinances amd laws, ich be | 
fhould enjoin them. And when the lawwas girento 
Trad, the other kiugdoms around them were Pollut- 
be themlelyes with idolatry, and other enormous 
mes; ant ſo unfit for the important truſt commite- 

1 to ee tribes, who were alfo in great 
danger of being carried down the ſtream. of prevatting | 
impiety; fo that this Law®* was added on account f 
abornding tranfgrefſions; to preſerve che knowlethe 
of God and his worſhip'in the world, until the divine 
| Lacher; and promiſed Saviour ſhould make this ap- 
pearance. Therefore, che Tfradfites ftechre chemſefres 
to be the great depoſtraties and guardians of theſe 
divige oracles, emruſted wich che care of the fa. 
fred writings. | Farther,” they tay. that their nation} | 
was incorporated into a very Tngular polizy by. Al. 

ti ghry God, under dis immedi ia Soferümem 
and ſuperintendency. Jehorah Was propetiy their 
king aun forereign. They were by à Efes of un. 
conteſted miracles placed i in their country, and pot 


in p6fſeſion of a land rematkably well ſituate ro, an- 


fyer the end of their conſtitutiqn, AS æ holy nation or 


kingdotn of prieſts . to covey the knowledge of God | 
to othet people, and | preſerve, the Hitem. of divine 
truths, atid daws pure and icorruꝑted in the. World. 
And they have diſcharged chat traſt with ſtcitelt fide. 
lity and ſcrupuſous exactneſs, elpegaſly until that di. 
vine ,petfpnage appeared, whom they had been taught £ 
i e under * charalter 1 the ; **UeVenger of 


tue 
one . 
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| the covenant,” - the great prophet of ſhe Lord, af 5 
teacher of the children of Re” Ms) 

Theſe Ifraclites were à people N ft for 
| this purpoſe, being all deſcended: from one flacher, 
whole. name they yet bear, and have never mingled nor 
incorporated with any other family or tribe. Hut 
divine providence has” preſerved them, diſtin from 
erery other nation for , upwards of. three thoulznd 
Jears, which. can be faid of 00 other people under 
R 

Their law is eee by © et id. 
verfaries oft the Jews, to be very ancient, and ſo juſt 
and excellent, that it is believed the moſt e 
lawgivers c of antiqui ty have, both copied and borrow- 
20 from this Code. | It i is 4 the, fame time very. firid 
in its precepts, and binds that people to many ſingular 
and difficult ſervices, which, notyithſianding their 
allowed perverleneſs, they retain wih amazing -rena- 
ciouſneſs, and perform with the 198 cal and ao 
ligence, _ 

"hs ſincerity. « of * N is Ew very. re. 
markable, i in this reſpect, that though. the book o of 
their law contains the. hiſtory of their nation from its 

| very infancy, and records their moſt infainous perfidy 
and ingratitude/to their God for all his ſingular | mer- 
cies and wonderful deliverances; 1 bay, even Tecites 
8 their frequent defections from the worlbip of Jeborah 
10 the groſſeſt idolatry; ; and foretels their future Tres 
zecion and diſperſion among the nations for their 


0 ſtill they preſerve theſe records with the 
 greaeſf 
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teatell cafe, as the moſt precious jewel and moſt 

valuable treaſure. 5 

And beſide the internal micks of truth and aikhed; 
tieity, which we'diſcoyer in the Hebrew ſeriptures, 
they deferve great regard on this account, that the 
people were both the ſubject and writers of this re- 
card; which is a caſe, where forgery or impolture 
can hardly be either ſuppoſed or eommitred. 

Af have ſaid they are writers of their biftory; becauſe 
fi whole nation wi taeſſed the giving of the law on 
Mount Sinai, the paſſage through the RedSea, and 
the -miracles in the wilderneſs, &e, which, if theſe 
had not been ſtrictly true, could never by any method; 


either of force or fraud, have been impoled for facts 
on the body of chat people; ſo that they all are, in 


effect, the vouchers and witneſſes for the truth ot 
theſe miraculous exertions of divine power ; ; and by 


conſequence for the whole hiſtory + of God's treatment 


of them and their fathers. For if theſe are once ad- 
mitred to be true, the reſt will not. be doubred, 
and canriot be denied. * 

Theſe things are only mentioned to thew, that the 


intended ohlerrinioc on the cuſtoms of rhe Hrael- | 


ires may, it is hoped, be both increſting, initruRtive, 
and entertaining. 


" The 
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The importance of the following Letter makes any 
apology for its inſertion altogether unneceſſary- 5 
The ſubje& of it ranks ſo high in the catalogue of 
chriſtian duties, at all times, arid is ſo indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary at this time, that we ſhould have been 
greatly wanting to our Readers, had we not Even: 
poſtponed the publication. of ſome other eſſays, 
Bot leſs valuable, in order to gie it a eee 1 in its 
| Proper ſeaſon. | 5 cas 
| To the Edppors of the Erzngelca LY 7 
entlemen, | a, 


Y ovw have raiſed the attention a df your Headers: to 
expect, that, among your DETACHED Ess a vs, you 
will publiſh ſuch pieces as either tend to inforce 
ſome important 58 or 18 ſerye to — ſome 
immoral practice. 
I know, indeed, no duty more inportatit chau 
he exerciſe of gratitude to our God and Father for 
dhe multiplied proofs of his goodneſs towards us, and 
rhe unexampled demonſtrations of his paternal care 
about us; nor any vice more ſhocking, than' chat of 
„ ingratitude, which (horrid to relate) ſeems, at this 
time, to keep pace almoſt univerſally” with the rene w- 
ed inſtances of the divine favour abundantiy poured 
down upon us. Among all the exerciſes which adorn 
the chriſtian life, there is not one, which affords a* 
more = and: Poignaby { ſatisfaction to the chriſtia 


DETACHED ESSAYS * 


himſelf; ; which more eminently blazons the chriſtian 
| profeſſion; ; and which tends, in a more exalted de- 


gree, to glorify the AUTHO9R of all our mercies,— 
than that of a grateful r reſentment of his faypur. And, 
among, all the vices, that blacken the character of 
rational creatures, inſenſibility to che goodneſs and 
mercy 0 of God ſeems. principally to put the, human 
character upon a level with that of the Devils. In- 
ſpiration fers perſons of this deteſtable denomination 
in che company of blaſphemers *, - Ingratitude j in per- 
feQion j is hell irſelf ; while a foul that delights to 
pour out the genuine 8 of her grateful feel 
ings, in adoration and praiſe, is already on the cone 
fes of Heaven. 

But, alas l How few care to engage in "i exalted 
employment, eyen when, in concert with objects of 
an higher conſideration, the heavens and the earth, 
the ſea and the dry land, the revolving ſeaſons with 
all their exuberant eee in one pathe- 
tie call to the children of ſo many mercies, to awake 
from their ignominious gumbers, and deyoutly acy 
knowledge the ſupreme rounTap. of all, in the 
profoundeſt adoration and the moſt enraptpred ſongs, 
Ingratitude ſtill continues to charaRtrize the multi- 
tude... like the grave, which inceſſantiy cries, give, 
give, bpt 1 returns nothing but ſtench and corruption, 
they are the ſepulchres of God's mercjes, Yea, even 
the fox, who have felt the heavenly flame warming 
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the Babyldnian, are ſeen ro hang their atys upon 
the willows of fenſirat pleaſures, bringing up by 
means of the nouriſnment which they derive from the 
rery rivers of A; divine bout), euch gliding Wor 
them. 
This te r per has greatly prevailed i in Britain, au. 
ring more than half a century, and feems to have ga- 
thered an writing degree of ftrength, in theſe laſt 
years of plenty, with which" we have been amazingly 
favoured: Even now, 'when God is hiring men of 
all characters both in city and country, to bear teſti⸗ 
mony in their fongè, to his goodneſs in aifeppointi; 
our feats arid exceeding cur m6ft ſangume hopes. — 
and to his faichtulneſs i in remembering lis cohenant 
with feed time and harveſt; — - few moths, though fed 
at his expetice, are opened and few knees, tho? 
daily ſtrenthened by his bounty, are gratefully bend. 
ed in acknowledgements of his unbounded liberality, 
hall this temper ever cominue, at once the 
| plague and the reprotich of tirankind'! Stall account. 
able creatures, chriſtians,- —chriſtlans, laid under 
füch unparalleled obligations remain more brutiſh, 
than the '0% that knows þis feeder anũ his owner! 
Forbickit O Fa rHEE bf mercies! Rouſe, O rouſt by 
the quickening influetices of thy omiſporent ſpirit a 
$everation tuhk inte 1 and 8 955 1 
kies in oblivion!!n! 
F xuſe, Gentlemen; the watt of one, 172 1 
By agitated with a pidus concern for. the honour: of 
his bountiful God, and hy pom of his ee 


In 1 
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ful fellow chriſtians, Permit him, i in the channel of 
your uleful work, humbly to beſeech them, in the 
bowels of, humanity, not to ſuffer the blot of 1 ingra- 
titude to ſtain their character, at a time, when all 
che labours of the reyolying year, ripened by the j in- 
fluences of heaven, in a manner and degree altroge- 
ther unexpected, are poured into their Taps, i in a 
ſucceſſion of ſeveral weeks of the moſt e 
weather ever known i in September, 


| Countrymen, and fellow chriſtians |! Is not this | ; 


proof of the divine nberality, which your eyes now 
behold, altogether undeſerved ; yea, altogether the 
very reverſe of your deſerts ? Ifan atheiſtical forget 
fulneſs of Gov ; Wy faral contempt, or neglect of the 
Saviouz; a doing deſpite to the Srixir of grace; 


the horrid profanarion « of the Lord's name, and day ; 


diſobedienee to the Juſt authority of parents, natural, 
polincal, and religious ; ; the alarming. Prevalence of 
theſe nation-ruining. and ſoul- damning yices of luxus 


UP lee advulrery, whoredom, injulicey op- 
15 if al theſe : are ſufficient, t. to. render : 2 people 
complearly unworthy of 1 ſuch | mercies, we are that 
people, Britain i is that ile. Haye we not, during a 
| ſucceſſion of five or ſix years, bad the. moſt gladden- 
ing proofs of the divine bounty in plentiful. harveſts 
and years crowned wich the bleſſing of the, God of 
ſeaſons? - But haye., we been, grateful ? Have we 
8 any public, or eyen many private proofs of our 
En 2 Have ve abandoned our yices,— our 


E luxury 
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Wxury, diffipation, and contemp of religion ? Haye 
'our hearts been warmed witp gratiuude, and hath 
the goodneſs of God dilpoled 1 us to repentance, and | 
to a reformation of heart and manners ? Ah! nothing 
| leſs! Days of carnal feitiviry, in cities, towns, and 
villages, have been punQually obſerved, and of late 
greatly myltiplyed, when riot rages, and debauche. 
Ty becomes even more debauched. Bur where is 
the city, town, or pariſh, whoſe inhabitants, allured 
by | the multiplyed evidences of God”s kindneſs, have 
called a Tolewn allembly ; have proſtrated rhemſelves 
at God's throne, i in acts of ſolemn worſhip ; and 
have engaged themſelves i in, and encouraged one a 
nother to, perſonal and public reformation ? ? Yet, 
potwithſtanding all theſe proofs of an ungrateful 
heart, Go i is, at this ſeaſon, takin g a farther trial 
of us: and, , though for the f rmer and | preſent. evi- 
Aences of our ſtupidjry, he juſtly might have ſent 
en feartul judgement of ſcarcity and famine. among 
| conſtr 605 of his ſovereign forbeirauce,” But let 
us tremble at che greatnefs of our mercies! Our 
God is 4 jealbus God, and ' a confuming fire 
Cloathed in majeſty and terror, Hz wilt 1 inquire into 
the 'conſequentes of his mercies, and conſume thoſe 
with his deſerved jvdgemems, "who have * contempt: 
ouſly refuſed to be allured' by his unnierſred'n mercies. 

The preſent merciful ſeaſol was not 1 moe unde. 
ſervedifan unexpeftcd. Were not all, in almoſt 700 
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BETA CHEDUESSA T8. i; 
Part of the iſland, juſtly apprehenſive from the un! 
towardneſs of the vernal months, and the bleak rains 
of the ſummer, that the harveſt would be ſo late, eſ- 
perially i in the northern diviſions of the Eingdom, char 
neither the fun would have a ſufficient degree of heat, 
nor the carth' ſufficient warmth to ripen the corn tar 
the ſickle, Yet, how are our fears, which only 4 
few weeks ago, were uttered with deſponding mur-, 
murs, happily diſappointed by all the richeſt and 
moſt wholſome ſtores of a benign harveſt; which com- 
menced only where former harveſts, leſs plentiful, had 
ended. Can mortals, after ſuch unlooked-for i inter- 
poſitions of providence, forget the Gop who crowns. 
the year with his goodneſs, and be ungrateful to the | 
FATHER of mercies, ſtill more precious! 
For, rogether with plenty, we enjoy Pract,” ar- 
tended by all her gladdening retinue —a bleſſing de- 
lied at this time to a great part of the Britiſſi empire. 
Notwithſtanding our national crimes, and eſpecially 
the many enormous evidences of our epidemical in- 
tratitude have co - operated with the guilt ot che eg 
onies, to ptovoke God to let loofe the fury of civil 
war in the bowels of the empire; — We ſit under our 
nine and under our fig- tree, and there is nothing but 
our own crimes to make us afraid. Beſides,  fogethit 
with plenty and peace, we enjoy our religious priti- 
leges. We ſit daily under the laſt, and the beſt diſ- 
penſation of grace. Our teachers are not removed 
into corners: nor are our temple doors bolted againſt 
us by the pitileſs hand of tyranny. Addto all _ 
half 


- 
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| hat nornichſtanding our wonted Amer 
of trade and wealth are dried up, A e ede 
che millions expended in carrying on the preſent un- 
bappy war, manufactures flouriſh among us to the a · 
ſtoniſument of all Europe; commerce proſpers; and 
dy means of theſe, the price of, labour among the 
induſtrious poor continues happily proportioned in a 
good degree to the price of proviſions, and the other 
neceſſaries of life. What heart can be callons enough 
not to reſet in the loſtieff ſtrains of gratitude, 
bleſſings ſo numerous, fo great, and. ſo unde ſerved. 
Suffer me then, to call upon you, Fellow-ſubjeQs, 
"and Fellow: chriſtians, in every ſphere of life, and in 
every corner of the Britiſh iſland, wherever this pious 
Work circulates, to conſider Four ways, and to com- 
bare them with the ways of Goptowatd yo. Bluſh, 
0 Britons, 'bluſh at your own ingratirude, and at 
che m moürnf I train of impieties) which attends it! How 
long will you. be deaf to the alarms of Providence; 7 
and, like the adder, ſtop your ears tothe charming 
language of theſe unequalled demonſtrations of the 
divine indulgence! t Let che diſplays of the Aivine 
| goodneſs, in giving you rain from heaved, and fruit- 
fal ſeaſons, conſpiring with the infinitely, more grand 
proof of the divine love, i in ſending you-Cansr, and 
ning ſalvation to you through bis blood, lead 


2 repentance, and to giving a convincing 


diemonſtration of its dias by a tboryugh reform- 
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- Fe Magiſtrates in cities; ye Guardians of his ma- 
jeſty” s peace and ſubjects in the country! Exertyour« 
ſelves to call the attention of mankind to their duty. 
Make a noble effort, by your own example, as welt 
as by the impartial adminiftration of juſtice, ro check 
that melancholy demonſtration of epidemical ingrati - 
tude, tlie progreſs of vice, and the almoſt univerſal 
triumph of .impiety 5 And put -thoſe,, who eontemn 
God, deſpiſe; is law, and ungrate fully abuſe his mer- 
cies, to the bluſh 25 pelt impions and g eu 
duct. | | 

Ye Midikers of the Lord! ! Weep: betwees he porch 
and che altar. Implore, O implore the mercy. of God. 
ta theſe ungrateful realms ! Say, ſpare. thy people: 
give not thine heritage to reproach. Sei the trum. 
pet to your mouths, and call npon your ſeyeralflocks 
wo obſerve the doing of the Lord, and the ſtrange 


_ of Wis hand, at fuch a fingular juncture as £ 
is. | 


Ye Apcients 255 the people | 0 on ubole heads hoary 
old-age hath ſnowed, and who have ſeen fifty, ſixty, 
ſexenty, and perhaps Helole revolutions of the ſea- 
ſons ; 3, and, 1 in chem, countleſs proofs af the divine 
lberality! | Ye can tell what Gon hath wrought. Em- 


ploy your tongues in the beſt exerciſe, event when 
| Ghaftly death hath begun to rivet his chain om your 


other members. Nehearſe the bountiful, as well as 
the 1 righteous acts of the Lord toward the inhabitanrs 
oft the Vilages“, and teach your I and your 

3 clllldren's 


Judges v. 1. 
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children's children the ſong of gratitude to the Ar. 
Thon of their being and: all their bleſſings- (te 
e young and gay! who, thoughtleſs and une xpe· 
rinced, are- haſtening to plunge, yourſelves into the: 
devouring eddy of vanity, vice and ruin Stop ſhort 
in your mad career. Let God, to whoſe ſovereign 
Bounty you owe your being, and to whoſe liberal 
hand you owe all your diſtinguiſhing bleflings, your: 
Hbeealth and your fortunes, your preſent pleaſures and 
all yourfuture proſpects have rhe flower of your 
affections, and the firſt fruits of all your ſervices.— 
Prefer, 0 how preferable! - the faered' ahthem of 
gratitude, with the pioris and the wiſe;;- to che fatal, 
though enchanting moſic of debatichery, with fools. 
Te ſoũs of opulence, whoſe tables are daily cover. 
ed witli plenty. and whoſe cup is hourly made to 
overflow! Suffer not your affluent tables to become 
4 ſnare unto you. Remember, and feel for the in- 
digent, the widow, and the fatherleſs ! Eat not your 
morſe] alone. Double your enjoyment of the divine 
liveraliry, lo \plentifully poured down upon you, by 
communicating to the neceſſities ot your indigent bre- 
thren of mankind; and eſpecially to the wants "of 
thoſe who are of the houſhold of faith. To do good 
and to commun: (cate, torget not; for with, ſuch a- | 
erifices Gbd is well pleaſed c. ., Be patterns of fru- 


gality, ſobriety, : and charity t ta the leſs opulent, clal⸗ | 


8055 of your fellow-citizens and ſubjects; ; and by your F 
ful example, make 2 Jaudable effort to ſtem the j 
tide” 9 


= Keb. xii, 16. 
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545 of luxury, diſſipation, and general ruin. : 

And ye laborious poor! Praiſe the God of ſeaſons, 
1 for your fakes, | hath well-nigh crowned the 
year with his gegdneſs. O forget not his unexpect- 
ed and undeſerred tarours. How ſurpriſingly did 
he interpoſe | in your behalf; At the very point of 
time, When che numerous tribe of thoſe, who grow 
rich on the poverty of their brethren, were devour- 
ing, in their ſanguine expectations of a late and preea- 
rious harveſt, your labcurs of the. enſuing twelve 
monrhs ; and when. they had atually raiſed the price 
of yotr bread- corn to an enormous heighth; ; your - 
God imerpoſed, and made the harveſt like the pillar 
of cloud i in the Red- ſea, to frown with ſullen indig- 
nation on che eruel attempt of your enemies, and to 
{mile on the Poor of his people. Q remark, and 
gratefully reſent his kindneſs: When, like Jeſhurunz 
you are made fat, wax not wanton, xick not againſt 
the mercies of God, nor the lawful authority of your 
ſuperiors *. „ Let not thoſe, whofe profit and pleaſure 
it is, to grind the faces of the poor, have this excuſe 


to keep them in countenance, that you know not 
how to bear proſperity, and that you mult be taught 


your duty to your ſuperiors, your families and your- 
ſelves, by being kept ug the iron rod of apprefon 
and poverty. 

Chriſtians of all charatders !While you ſharein com: 
mon, the richeſt gifts of a kind providence ; and en- 
joy indiſcriminately the precious exhibitions of divine 
* as you may find i it moſt convenient, 


E 


+ Deut. XXxii. It 


* 
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to demea proper ſeaſ ons, either publicly, In your 
cred;; aſſemblies, or privately in your families 
and cloſets, to the important duty of grate- : 
fully returning to the Lord, according to the mercies, 
of which, at this leaſon, you ſo liberally participate 
from His bountifal hand. And as men will never be 
truly thankful to God for any meccy, till they are 
. divively diſpaſed to gratirude for the GaxATMxev, 
he gift of the Saviour ; let theſe days, or hours of 
chankſgiving be principally ſpent in the aſeriptions of 
glory to God in the higheſt, for peace, on earth 
and good will toward men; and in ſinging with de- 
vouteſt aecents, the heavenly anthem, —unto him 
h chat loxed us and waſhed us from our fins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and *prieſts unto God 
and his Father; to him be glory and Fer tor 
ever and ever, Amen. 
\ The giving a place to the above in your ate 


_ xill greatly oblige, 
_ ._ Gentlemen, - 
Edinburgh, wy. Sept. Vour humble ſervant, is 
1777. 3 USER TUS. 
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4 FE83av on the OBLIGATIONS t Sous, prayer. 
CConeluded) . 


III. 
m 4 word of God aſſures at ſocial relig. 
dus meetings are approved of by the Almighty, Mal. 
iii. 16. Then they that feared the Lord, ſpoke of- 
ken oe. to another, and the Lord hearkened, and 
5 . 7 heard 


* 4 
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heard it; and a book of remembrance was written 
hefore him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon bis name. And they ſhall + be mines 
Kc. There we ſee the Saints converſed together 
about Heavenly and Divine things, in a time when 
iniquity abounded. When religion was openly de- 
ſpiſed, and vice as openly encouraged by all ranks 
and degrees of men; when it was thought a vain 
thing to ſerve the Lord; when the proud were cal- 
led happy; and when they that wrought wickedneſs 
ere ſet up; then they that feared the Lord ſpake 
often one to another. Like birds of a feather, rhey 
| flocked together; they prayed, they exhorted, they 
_ reproved, they comforted one another: T hey took 
ſweet counſel together how they might efcape the 
pollutions of the world; how they might -fapyorr 
and ſtrengthen” one another ' againſt the prevailing 
| ices of the age, and encourage each other to Walk 
more cloſely with God in the ways of holineſs. The 
Lord looked down from Heaven with approbation 
upon their pious endeavours, and a book of remem- 
brance Was written before him, for them char thought | 
upon his name. The Lord was pleaſed with their re 
ligious meetings and converſations; his bleſing de- 
ſcended upon them; and for their encouragement 
he promiſes them protection in the day of evil. Jay, | 
| he. promiſes $0.rajſe them to peculiar, hoybur: He 
will claim them as his own, and will upon a ver im- 
portant occaſion openly own their relation to him. hey 
fall be mine in that day, faith the Lord of Holts, 
When 


„ 
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when I make up my jewels, and 1 will ſpars them ag 
# man Tpareth his O.] n ſon, that ſerveth him. Ir 
therefore we hate a deſire to do hat ig well pleaſing 7 
| unto God'; if we wiſh- to be ſpared 3 In rhe eyil day 
if we deſire and hope to be put among God's jewel, 
and to be God's treaſure, and have his heart to- 
wards us for good, then we will fear the Lord, and 
ſpeak often one to auother about ſpititual and heg- 
venly things. We will certainly not forget the aſſem- 
bling of ourſelves together, for religious exerciſes. 
IV. Such meetings ſeem to be the only proper op- 
portunities for putting into practice ſeveral mutual 
duties, of great uſe in the chriſtian life, ſuch as mu 
cual reproof, counſel, admonition, exhortation, Kc. 
Col. ii. 16. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you rich- 
jy in all wiſdom, teaching and aImoniſhing one ano- 
cher. See alſo I Theſ. v. 14. Heb. ili. 13. and chap. 
x. 24-25, Tou ſee from theſe texts, ad many 
others might be named, there is a number of mutual 
duties incumbent upon Chriſtians. As theſe duties 
are very different from thoſe that conſtitute a part of 
the miniſterial work, they cannot be performed 
With duepropriety, unleſs in ſocial meetings, where 
the preſence of fo many fellow-chriſtians, together 
wich their joint prayers ſolemnly addreſſed to their 
heavenly facher for a bleſſing on their friendly offices, 
greatly, promote, and almoſt . kw their ſuc. 
ceſs. 
v. There are many cxamples of peliylows' foi 
wore 10 be met with, both in the ald and new 
W | 
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SY POS David, thoughiclorhed with regal au- 
thority; made the ſaints his .cquals, bis guides, and 
his fainiliar trietids, Pfalm tv. 13, 14. During the 
Babylonilh captivity, the de out Jews mer together 
on the banks öf the river, and mingling their Tels! 
conſoled one andther, Pl. c xxvil. Daniel alla and 

his fellows Joined together i in focial prayer tothe God 
of heaven, Dan. ii. 17, 18, Sô alſo we fin" Fither 
and her virgins in faſting and focal prayer, on an e de 
caſion of the laſt cofſequence; and their ſucceſs 3 5 is 
known to all. In the New Teftamexir, we "have 
ſill Imre: expreſs sand encouraging examples ſet before 
During our bleſſed Lord's perſonal miniſtry, he 

i his diſciples ofien met together; on which oc- 
caſions he not only explained theſe parables he  ſpake | 
m public, bür a no doubt taught them what was ne- 
ceſſary to fir them for public work afterwards, and 
joined with them in prayer. After his reſurrection, 
we find the diſciples meeting together on the firſt diy 
of the week in a private capacity, until the "Holy 
Ghoſt was ſent vers on 18 of Penrecoft, to 


1 


by the river fie, near the city of Phun wh ie, 

there are ſeveral other texts which j 2 725 hint. unto "Us. 
that the diſciples in thoſe days did not forget the A. | 
fembling of themſelves together for religious putpo⸗ 
ſs,” Rom. XVI. 5. Cor. Xvi 85 Col. iv. 1 F. 1 
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Let not temptation lead us into woe, 
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„ he LOR D's" PRAYER'i in- Veiſes 


Fa al, whoſe throne lumings. Hear? ny 
All honour to thy hol name he green; 


Thy gracions kingdom come, — thy — nadir vill. 
Let men on earth, as Saints in Heayen fulſil. 


Give us this, day the bread by which We live 3 55 | 


As we our debtors, thou yr debts forgive. . : 


Keep us from ſin, and our infernal foe. 
For chy ſupreme dominion we adore | 


Y Thy. power, thy glory; is for evermore. ae 


A 
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. Are God's Almighty ways! . 


4 01 


His works, from. Heay n's imperial feat . I ' 


-To-earth, his power diſplays. | 
* All nature ſmiles" profuſely : gays , 


r they by che Eddies. play, 


0 or frilk on native Ground ; * War 


ö 


Gr thoſe of light-difaſing ſpher be, = LEE 


That court the ſultry ray, Eg 
Sum; the dull earth we cling ſo bear, 
And ſkim their airy, wars. -.. 
Each to their inſlint,— —ftation,—worth;” 
Move round this earthly | ball : 
| The God of Widem gave them birth, 
'His Power ſuſtains them 4% 4 
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to 5 the Editors of rhe e anke 


Gentlemen, | Yo e e 
nr 7 ü ee e PS 718 
HE. Following le ſorta was' originally written by 
an eminently learned, as well as pious miniſter, and 
was addreſſed to à brother of the ſame” character. 
A copy of it came into my hands, in a very providen- 
tial manner: It breathes à ſpirit -of ſuch unaffected 
piety, and is ſo replete with good ſenſe, as well as 
with the ſterling matims of practical rellgion that 
Teonſidered! it as no mean acquiſition; Several of wy 
friends, having requeſted and obrained tranſcripts of 
it, acknowledge that they are never cloyedpwirh 
refding 3 it, nor ever take it into their hands without 

 experiencihg an acceſſion both of pleaſurè and im- 
provement. Willing to eontribute all I can to the 
edification; not only of particular friends, but alſo of | 
all, who love the Lon p Jesus CiursTy both theirs 
and ours, (many, no doubt, of Whom are readers of | 
the Evangelical Magazine,) I have preſumed 70 lend 
you the annexed copy; humbly requeſting you t 
inſert it in your valuable Cbriſtin e Your J 
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. DETACHED ESSAYS 
| Rev. and very Dear Brother, _ 
J keeeirea your very obliging letter, and have 
thought on the important queſtion, ; which you 
ſtated in it . How a Chriſtian, who wiſhes to live 
on the confines of Heaven, and as an heir of eternal 
glory, ought to live. in this vale, of tears? The en- 
quiry does not fivd me attogether unprovided. Tris 
one of the moſt ordinary and familiar ſubjects of me- 
ditation with me; and one of the principal ſuits, 
which 1 daily carry to the throne of my God and 
Father, 
17»: Tat, man knows FO 1% own heart, nor the 
world he lives in, who finds it not exceedingly difficult 
to break through the entanglements and ſurmount 
the diſcouragements of the preſent ſtate. It is hard 
indeed, to keep the helm up againſt ſo many deceit- 
Ful tides, and diſheartening eroſs winds, as we meet 
with in this Sea of Fire and Glaſs. Creature · miles 
"entice away the heart from Jeſus Chriſt, on whom 
alone it ought to centre. Creature-frowus diſeom- 
: poſe and tempeſtuate the fpirit, that it thiaks well to 
be angry. Both ways, grace is a loſer. | Ihe great- 
eſt of our conflicts, and canſes of complaint ſeem to 
ER eriginate from either the firſt or che laſt of iheſe 
ſources. Temptations follow tempers : And N 
are two predominant propenſions in every temper,— 
2 deſire of exemption from what fleſh and blood call 
. and a luſt after thoſe thingss which blind 3 
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. 
I. 
* - 


in flat contradiction to both reaſon and revelation, 
hath ranked among the objects of choice. This 


conſideration makes it abſolutely neceſſary, that the 


expectants of glory ſhould know themſelves, and ſhould 
watch and pray that they enter not into temptation, 

But I ſhould attempt a more particular anſwer to 
your queſtion, by telling you, in a familiar way, 


what God hath done for my ſoul ; and in what manner - 


iris my defire and hourly endeayour, throngh the 
grace of my God directing and enabling me, to order 
my own ſteps in this world of ſhadows, 

I am come to a ſettled reſolution, formed as a con- 


cluſion drawn, bath from the teſtimony of God in hi, i] 


word, and from my own experience of the EW, 
ranity, to look for no great things from it, and to ex- 


pect no one great thing in it, but to know Cas | 


and H1M crucified. I make beſt way in a low gale, 
A high ſpirit, and a high fail together, will be dan- 
gorous ; and therefore I prepare to live low, I de- 
ſire nat much. I pray againſt j it. 8o much as to 
enable me to diſcharge the duties of my important 


calling, and to abopnd in theſe without diſtraction, ] 


am bound to pray for; and more I deſire not. By 
my ſtate of retirement from the world and ſecluſion 
from its affairs, I have the advantage to obſerve, how 
the occaſions and diſtractions of every day inſenſibly 
Wear off the heart from God, and bury it under a 
growing load of cares and heart · oyerwhelming anxi- 
eties. A thing this, which thoſe who live in lum- 
ber cannot be ſenſible, of. I ſee anged of every thing 
"4 God 
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ral gives me; and that I want nothing he denies 
me. There is no diſpenſation of Providence, how 
eyer aſſlictive, but either in, or after it, 1 find I could 
not have been ſo well without it. Whether the 
thing, be taken trom me, or laid on me, ſooner or la- 
ter God quiets me in himſelf, I caſt all my cares on 
the Lord, and live ſecurely and contentedly on the 
care, wiſdom, and mercy of my Heavenly Father, My: 
ways, you know, are in ſome ſenſe, hedged up with 
thorns, and grow daiker and darker daily: But yet 
I diſtruſt not my God in the leaſt, in regard to the 
comfortable iſfue of the whole of his providentia] 
conduct toward me. I live more quietly in the ab. 

ſence of all, by faith, than 1 could do, I am perſuad. 
ed, if I poſſeſſed an | think, indeed, the Lord 
deals kindly with me, when he makes me believe for 
all my mercies before I have them. They are then 
| Jaacs, ſons of flaughter, The leſs that reaſon; hath 
to work upon, the more freely does faith caſt itſelf on 
the faithfulneſs of God. I find,” while faith is ſtea- 
dy, nothing can diſquiet me; and when faith totters, 
nothing can eftabliſh me. If I tumble out among 
means and creatures, I am preſently loſt, and can come 
to no end; but if I ſtay myſelf on God, and leave | 
him to work i in, his own way and time, I am at reſt» 
and can fit down; yea, lie down, and ſleep on a pro- 
miſe, even 5041 a thouſand riſe up againſt me. 
Wherefore, my way is, not to caſt before hand, but 
to work and walk as an unerring Providence chalks 


gat my way. Sufficient for the day i is the evil thereof. 
1 
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I find fo much to do with my , own calling, and my 
own heart, that I have no time to puzzle myſelf with 
peradventures and futurities. With reſpe& to the 
ſtate of the times, it is, no doubt, very gloomy and 
tempeſtuous; but why ſhould the Chriſtian be dif. 
couraged ? Faith lies at anchor in the midſt of theſe 
waves, and believes the accompliſhment of God's pro. 
miſe, that the preſent as well as the paſt ſhakings of 
the nations ſhall finally terminate in the more illu- 
ſtrious diſplay of the Mediator's glory. On this God 
do I live, who is our God for ever, and will be our 
guide even to death, Methinks,I lie becalmed in the 
boſom of the promiſe, as Luther was, iu the proſpe& 
of the German calamities which quickly followed his 


death. Truly, I.am not anxioyfly concerned, Chriſt, 


who is given to be head over all things to the church 
which-is his body, will fee to it. His name is Jeho. 
vah-Jireh, It is ſaid to zhis. day, in the Mount of 
the Lord it ſhall be ſeen. I know prophecies are now 
dark, and the books are ſealed, and men have all 


been deceived, and every ciſtern fails; Vet God 


continues faithful. Faithful is he that hath promiſed, . 


believe, theſe dark times are the womb of a morn» 
ing, more bright than any that has yet ariſen on the 
church, 
Many things more I might have faid, but my paper 
reminds me that I have already gone beyond the 
bounds of an ordinary letter. O brather, let us keep 
| Cloſe to God, and then we need tear nothiug. Let us 


pxintain intimate communion with God, and then a 


ite 


Ws 5 
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little of the creature will go a great way. Let us 
ſpend much time with God in private. Let us not 


croud religion into a corner of the day. Ihe Dutch 


have a very fignificany proverb,—* Nothing is got 
by thieving, or Joſt by praying.“ Let us lay all our 
good in God, fo as to over. balance the. ſweetneſs as 


well as the bitterneſs of all creatures. Let us ſpend 


no time anxiouſly on ſore- hand contrivances for this 
world. They never ſucceed. God will run his diſ- 


penſations another way. Self. cantrirances are the 


effects of unbelief, I can ſpeak from experience. 
Would men ſpend thoſe hours, which they run out in 
laying plots and devices, in communion with God, 


and leave all to him by yenturous RS. ey 
would haye more peace and comfort. 


Ll 


And now, I leave you with your God and ant 


The Lord Jeſus be with your ſpirit.” Pray for your 
vn foul: | Pray _ Jerofatem: and pray hard e 


: Your aeg ona Brothers 


Of the Maus of the ; ISRAELITES.. 


['1 


dr ſtudy of antiquities, by which I mean, the 


civil policy, the religious rites, arts, and ſtudies, em- 
1 and purluits, of nations and kingdoms, 
however 
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however diſtant or remote from outſelves, either in 
time or place, is a work, if properly conducteds 
that will yield us both inſtruction and entertainment. 
Like travelling into foreign countries, whete a ba- 
riety of ſtrange r ſtrikes che eye and calls forth | 
the attention; © this enquiry gratiſies curioſity, en- 
larges the Wind, and furniſnes many excellent leſ. 
ſons for the conduct of life. Theſe reſearches riſe 
jn their value, i in proportion to the fame or character, 
which the people, whoſe antiquities we chuſe to in- 

veſtigate, have acquired for wiſdom or valour, vit- 
tue or religion. Tf they have” deen obſcure, un- 
known, or diſregarded by all other nations, the pains, 
we may take in tracing out their cuſtoms, will neither 
excite the curioſity of many, nor engage their anten- 
tion, But if they bave been renowned for wife go- 
rernment, or ſucceſs in wat; defending themſelves 
from the violent encroachments of ambitions princes, 
| and protecting others from the oppreſſion of eruel 
tyrants: II many among them hive been eminent 

for their piety and holinefs, zealous for the honour 
of God, and the, happineſs of men, or rhe intereſts 
of their brethren then, every thing that concerns 
them becomes an object worthy of our regard, and 
deſerying our careful ſearch or inveſtigation, Now, 
among ancient nations, none are fo reſpectable for- 
religious knowledge. and ſound morality, as the po- | 
ſterity of Abraham, or children of T{racl,”* Theſe 
choſen ttibes are alſo deſeryeUly famed For thee 
warlike exploits and military viktues, the inteteſtiag 
| even 


8 85 DETACHED BSSAY 5 


| events of wer hiſtory, the antiquity of their lies 
doms, and the revolutions of their empire. They 
vere likewiſe, as has been already fajd; appointed by 
 Jeborab, the guardians of religion, and keepers of 
the heavenly -oracles, until rhe promiſed Sayiour 
made his appearance. And in diſcharge of this 
"truſt, they did preſerve the knowledge of rhe. true 
God in the world, which was in ſuch eminent danger 
of being loſt, and forgotten among men. When the 
. Meſſiah came unto them indeed, they had greatly de- 
generated from rhe faith and piety « of their anceſtors, 
. for which he ſeverely reproves -and upbraids them. | 
And ever fince that time, they have woefully cor- 
rupted themſelves, and ſo are become deſervedly in- 
famous for their wickedneſs and unbelief. Ve we 
are taught to believe, that they are yet beloved of 
of God; — 80 far, that he hath mercy in reſerre for 
them or their oftspring. 
This people of Iſrael differ W in their ci- 
vil and religious ſyſtem, | from every other nation on 
earth, This muſt have given a colouring | to their 
- manners, and a turn to their cuſt oms, which may ſeem - 
. ſtrange and unaccountable to us, who live 1 in modern 
times and Chriſtian countries —Yet. it cannot be de- 
nied, that their way and courſe of life was in their 
. circumſtances, prudent and reaſonable, greatly condu- 
eive to publie peace and domeſtic comfort. de ba 
Here we readily diſcover a wide difference between 
him and us, in their way of pending t their time, pro- 
49s their food, 1 the various Fans 'of f na- 


ture, | 


_— 
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>. 
4 


— 


türe. and gratifyiag lier lawful deſires.” They do not 

to haye been claſſed into ſo many ranks, trades, 
and occupations, as are foun in almoſt every culti- 
vated country, and nation of modern times. Huſ- 
bandry and paſturage were the employ menis i in greats 
eſt uſe and repute among that people. in the early 
| period of theit hiſtory, which are the moſt ancient 
natural, and neceſſary of all other calliags. For 
| this reaſon, we find the greateſt, men in the firſt, agez 
bf the world tended their flocks, tilled the, grounds 
ind looked well to the ſtare of their nerds; this latter 
buſineſs, eſpecially, allowed them much time for ſtu⸗ 


dy, and gave ſcope for meditation and enquiry into 


the nature and will of God, for contemplating his 
works, and ae his ways and dealings wich 
men. 

The iſrrelites were all married ben Celibary 
was hardly known among them. Barrenneſs Was a 
reproach. For they eſteemed a numerous offspring 
the greateſt wealth, the richeſt bleſſing of Heaven, 
and a heritage from God. Cattle, and conſequently 
food; were early diſtinguiſhed i into clean and unclean. 
Sacrifice were offered, ceremonies and purificatigns: - 


were praiſed among them, which appear to us not = 
| a little ſtrange, if not rather ridiculous. Becauſe NV os 


ve regard what is ancient as leſs perfect, and readily 


deſpiſe. arid diſſike whatever is contrary to-our own 
manners and taſte. Hence the ſcriptures, of the 0 5 
| Teſtament are negleted by many, and ſtudięd. with 
eſs gate. and r een e ü 
ot; 
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then th ey might derive from this exerciſe,if they could 


be perſuaded tolay afle rhe prejudices which they may 
have conceiyed for the manners of mogern times, and 
peruſe, this book, ſo venerabſe for its Antiquity, with 


honeſty, candour, and diligence. %ul bog 


If we will take the trouble to compare i the Mack 
hoy: with the ancient E gyptians, Greeks and Romans, 
fo famed in hiſtory, we ſhall find among this people 
ſo much deſpifed by many, moſt if not all theſe things 
which are truly excellent i in the manners of other Na- 
tions contemporary with them, and very few of theſe 
things which may be called defects; for they had the 
knowledge ottrue religion, which is the firm foundation 
of all moratity, and lays down the beſt rules. tor the 
conduct of life; and it alſo may appear perhaps, that 


many things, i in which we differ from the manners of 


the ancient Ifraeli tes, are rather evidences of igno- 
rance or a depraved taſſe, chan of ſuperior virtue or 
wiſdom,,, The great difference « of ranks, the vaſt in. 


equality of, conditions, tbat inordinate love of plea- 


ſure, or luſt of gain, and vnconquerable averſion to 
labour, which are almoſt inſeparable from, or very 
much prevail among the higheft orders of men, and 
likewiſe: che very hard labour, almoſt uiiſufferable 
roil, and extieme poverty, to which many people in 
lower ſtationd among us are condemned. I ſay, both 
chele extremes of weaklj or poyerty, tho' rhey have 
their/advantages,-tio doubt, yet they, ard che daleful 
Fources' from Whicli many of our enormous. vices, 


Are wand Navertheleſs we 


de 
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40 not mean ro hold up the Iſraelites, Fs patterns of 
every virtue; 5 nay in many things, it is hoped, We 
equal, and in ſome far excel them. Oaly we preſume, 
thar the vaſt diſtance,in reſpe& of age and eountry, be. 
tween us and that people, will readily account for 
many of theſe ching in wen their manners differ 
from ours. | 
We may clearly ſee, HOW A mighty. 3 tis 
ſingle circumſtance, viz. the different ages of the 
world, in which people live, produces i in their. man- 
ners, by comparing the ancient Romans, Gayls, or 
Britons, with the preſent inhabitants of Italy, France, 
or England. Again, difference of climate, govern- 
ment, or religion, hath likewiſe a ſtrange effect upon 
the manners and taſte of the people ; as will appear 
by comparing the Turks, Perſians, and Chineſe, with 
the Chriſtian nations of Europe. Theſe diſagree as 
much with us in their taſte, habits and cuſtoms, as 
we differ | from them in qur civil and religious politics 
and ſituation. Further, the riſing and flouriſhing, 
compared with the declining ſtate of a people, will e- 
vince, that the diverſity: of conditions makes a ſenſi- 
ble impreſſion on their manners. How very different 
were the Romans under their Kings, from their del. 
cendents, under the empire of Ayguſtus; and cheſe 
again from their offspring, under che oppreſſion of 
the Gorhs, i in their taſte and way af living, or cu. 
' toms and manners: and tho” no ſuch very remarka- 

6 "ble changes could readily take place among the Iſrael- 
Kos} berate boch their OT and religion 
we 


- 

22 
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were of divine original, winch they were ſtrictly 
obliged; under the fevereſt 'petaltlesy: to: retain” and 


profeſs; yet jt cannot be dowbted/bur that people 


in the days of Joſhua and che Judges, differed conſi - 
defably from their poſterity, under the reigns of Dar 
vid and Solomon 1 cheſe allo 0 doubt did from 
their deſcendents under the captivity, and alter their 
Feten e E t WII D- Nat 2 
Thperetere, as We propble, Tir cam be thate agree. 
able to the public, to take a 'viyey tthi&\taclites 
ſtom che or fiel '6f that nation 9 is chiſſolution. being 


4 ſpate of "two. thouſand years; it may be pro- 


per 10 > diyice this into three periods: The firſt ſhall 


comprehend the age of the Patriarchs. The ſecond 


ſhall take i in the ſtate of the Ifraclires from the exod, 


or their cm! ng « our of Egypt to their capfivity: The 


third d will comptiſe thelt fate,” from their retuti our 
of Babylon to the deſtruction oftheir city by Titus, 
And its bumb f bopedzibat a ſew obſervationsppon 
the cuſtonis And taſte; the arts and indoſtry, EX. 
erciſes and amuſements; the diet and dreſs, c. of 


the Uraehites, ' may b& doth entertaining and im- 


proving to ſuch people, 38 vin gite themſelves che 
troubſc to peruſe Hem wich candour and attention ; 
eſpecially, thoſe) remarks may be uſeful to fuch a 


have neither leiſure nor opportunity” to conſult more 


laboured and voluminous works onthis fabje& throw 
ſome light upon Hoh Scripture, which i is the | vide 


; we re propoſe to follow in theſe enquiries; aud enable 
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ſome to read theit Bibles with, more advantage, and 
engage chem to ſtudy aheſe inſpired Writings - with 
greater diligence. and ſatisfaction, which only make 
_ wiſe» to ſabyation. And it this eſſay ſhould. produce 
any ſuch happy Hutz, however ſmall, by the bleſſing 
of God, the enquirer-will think his time and pains 
well ſpent, and amply rewarded. He at the fame. 

ime! requeſts the gandour of the public, and will 
chankfully accept add avail himſelf of any friendly aid 


er information that may be giyen him.. 
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Loca F9ur abliging fayour, ſoliciting, the 'gomti- 
.,onwjon pk my gorreſpondence. You give me the 
moſt ſenſihle pleaſures, when you rel} mg, that, the 
ſſaß onthe Obligationt to: Sotial Prayer hath met 
. with-a.yery favourable reception among your rea- 
> ders; I flatter myſelf, that the following ſhort Eſ. 
. on the Ends of ſocial Meetings for Prayer and 
Religiops Conference, will. meet with your appro- 
bation, and with a 8 from the public no 


r agreeable, - 1, 1 amy Gentlemen, 
Sunderland. * e. bene fe, 1 
oa asd, a. 8 Ne e t 1 bo: Aicha 


ae}? N 


Hm « a8ions, Ra of Wie or of for 


cieties, riſe in their value and importance, in proporg 
tion to the purpoſes which they are calculated to 


gain. 
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gain, his obſervation is certainly juſt, When it is 
applied to ſocial prayer together with all thole reli- 
Z gous' exerciſes | proper to be pr ackiſed in private res 
bgious' meetings” of Chrillians, In this effay I ſhall 

enumerate the moſt conſiderable « ends, for the attain- 
ment of which, ſuch ſocieties ſhould be formed and 
carefully maintained among all who wiſh both. ro pro- 
mote the edification of their Brethren, and ro add to 

the treafures of their « own religions experience. HS 

by) * One grand eng is to promote Chriſtian k knows. 


tedge, \ Withour knowledge, ſays t the ſcripture, the 


heart cannot de good. And my people, lays God, 
are- de ſtroyed for lack of knowledge. No know: 


ledge, no faith; and without faith it ,is i ble ta 

legte God. No e of Cheſt, a io e to 
Che; and ir any mari” ſafe not FT Lord Jeſus 
re 1e 15 Seeed The more allt fink and correct 
our News of God a art divine things z are, th 1 will 
0 e and our Conformity to God de kn: 
creaſed; When we come o {ce God ab he is, then 


Mall we be like Him Perfect Alebreriel of Gol 


577 


will produce peel Tikenels\ to Go 4. t docs Hot 
now appear what we dial ; bes, Aays an in upired. Wi- 
ter, but we know thar\ when GE ſhall appear, "we al 


be like le him, or we aft fee him a Is hei is, Chriſtian 
conve canes of thoſe 'means of inlfruttion | God 
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Friend, © d. Wi tha view tot is, the avl ex- 


Gan Lg 5 14 Þ ui 5, the Ap fo tout 2 
bor us in the * following manner ; 3 5 e word 
iT4vUNa,s At on cas 2. * 7 © 2 in 3h | 98% e of 
Ms . : 


Pl 
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of Chriſt dwell in you chly, ir in all wiſdom ; 3 teaching 
and almomiſhing. one another, i in pſalms, and hymus 
and ſ ſdicirual fongs,” Tue ſubjects of conxerſation, | 
whic every Chriſtian profeſſor ought: to have ſome 
knowledge of, though they can never be fully and 
comprehenfvely koown, are what God i is according 
to the diſcoyeries he has made of himſelf i in his word 3 
what God hath ſpoken, as well i in the precepts and 
threatnings ot his law, as in the promiles of the Gol 


Pe wand . God bach done, is doing, and jad 


es FY SL *SCAIS 


great, Pay our of all Ae "that have EE in 
em. 6 n 


II. Andiber ackgn to obe kept ir in view, I the Ser. 


: ciſe of Chyiſtian ſympathy, and the increaſe of 15 


rual Joy. Ye thar are ſtrong, fays the Apoltle. Paul 
to the Romans, ch. xv, v. 1. ought, to bear the in- 


firmiries 0 the weak L and 1 not. to pleaſe ypurfelyes, 
dut ler exerye one pee his "neighbour, for his good 
to edification, . Chriſtian 5 mom of the fame 
dody, and of one. another; ey ought t herefore, to 
have a fellow-feeli ing "of. 'one a another 5 Jnfirmities, 
Every pained and affleted member, communicatin 


his; uneaſineſs, ought to be [ympathiſed, with, and r. re- 
heved if poſlible. And indeed, where can the poor 
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repred,. afflicted, and. Siſcoura raged. ſaint open | his 
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mind with ſuch freedom; r 1 here can he 5 rea- 
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doubes and fears; arid with greater freedom feel the 
&dvice and prayers | of. his fellow. members, than he 
can do Any where elſe. There he may reetive ſuch 
comfort; caution, - advice, and example, As may raife 
his drooping ſpirits, and i invigorate bis wliole ſoul to 
run his Chriſtian race with jby.- Oſten have Chri- 
ftians found it ſo. By ſome word, withont deſign, 
dropped from the mouth of a brother; by ſome proc 
miſe brought to remembrance, or by ſome ſpeedy 
anſwer to prayer, they have been taled of their bur 
then, freed from diſcouragements, and, like Hannah 
of old, gone on their way rejoicing, and heir coun. 
tenances have no more been ſad. Pe 2 

Do you alk what are ſuitable bother of converſs: 
tion, when any member labours ur der temptations 
and diſcouragements 7? 4 The freedom and' ſovereignty 
of God's grace, and the aboundings of his' mercy 
through Chriſt to the chief of finners; the all-ſuffi- 
ciency of Chriſt, and his willingneſs, to fave all fuck 
as come to him the ſtability of God's corenant;z— 
the. manner of his dealings with other Chriſtians; — 
the unchangeableneſs of his love, and his We Lak 
ing faithfulneſs to his promiſe. the conſtant and ever 
prevailing; interceſſion of tlie Redeemer at Gods 
right hand in the behalf. of his people, Ec. are ſuch 
topics of gon rerfaliou, ; 38 our All. merciful Farher 
Has: been Pleaſed often to bleſs; for the relief and 
comfort of chem that mqurn- fay, 1 0 r converſe and 
pray about ſich reriviug and ſoulcheering truths as 


theſe, inf execs Sys God? * pleaſed often to 
ih bows Nett * wa EE 
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ale effectual, for filencing the perverſe redfonings; 
and banillling oi perplexing doubts, fears, and ſeri 
ples of tempted aud diſtreſfed ſaints. Neither con- 
verſation, nor prayers, nor aby other means eun gait 
the end withour his bleſſing ; ;. but he gives the blei- 
ſing in the uſe of means, and no means is mote ho- 
noured of God than theſe.” A paſſing glance of his 
glory, an impreſhon of his power, a taſte of his love, 
in the uſe of theſe means, bring with them that di. 
vine evidence, which alone can effectually give com- 
fort and aſſuranee to them that mourn and are diſ. 
couraged : | 

III. Another purpoſe ne: deſign is; to excite oY 
encourage one another to greater diligence and acti- 
vityin walking with God; or as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it, to proyoke unto he and to good Works. — 
Saints, like coals of fire, become cold: and loſe their 
uſefalneſs, if ſeparated ; but they warm one another? 
ind are ſerviceable to all around, when they are uni- 
ted and kept together. One wheel of a elock put 
into motion, ſets all the reſt agoing; ſo one lively 
Chriſtian, by his pious fervent prayers, and by thoſg 
feeling hints he throws out on different ſubjects, of- 
ten affects and rouſes up his languiſtung brethren; 
he, as it were, oils the wheels of their ſouls, and 
tauſes them t6 run, with renewed vigour and redoubled 
ſpeed, che race fer before them. As a weary travel 
ler, diſcouriged and caſt down dy reaſon of che diffi; 
eulties of his way, is revived and helped forward dy 
the company; converſation, ant: 

E 


„ DETACHED ES84Af% 
nion; ſo the travellers to fhe Zion aboye, by admòô- 
nition, by reproof, by exhortation, and by example, 
encourage and help one another to overcome the. dif- 
ficulties of the way. With a view to this the apoſlle 
to the Hebrews, ch. x. 25. exhorts us in theſe 
words, © Forfake not the aſſembling of yourſelves 
together, as the manner of ſome is, but exhort one 
another, and ſo much the more, as a * the ay 
approaching.” 

IV. Another deſign of thels meetings is, to 6 ehaploy 
arid improve for God's glory, and our neighbours 
good, rhoſe talents our great Lord and maſter hath 
beſtowed upon us. x Peter iv. 10, * As every man 
hath received the gift, even ſo miniſter the lame. one 
to another, as good ſtewards of the manifold grace 
of God.” To ſome Chriſt gives five. talents, to o- 
thers two, and to others but one. Theſe talents are 
not to be wrapt fip in a napkin, A thrown careleſs- 
Ty aſide, or buried. To him we art accountable for 
the improvement, and the day of reckoning is. faſt aps 
proaching. We muſt not ſuppoſe, that none. but 
ſuch as are in office have talents given them, and 
that they only ſhall be called to an àccount: No, 
every private Chriſtian has his talent, and müſt oc- 
cupy with it in his ſtation; for our common Lord 
will call every one to give in bis acconnt, and reckon, 
both wich miniſters and people. To EvxRVONR, 
fays the apoſtle, is given grace actording to the 

menlare 'of . rhe. Be 6: 5 70 : diflerent 


4 | knowledges 


DETACHED ESSAYS: 0 
knowledge, ſome in faith, ſome in loye, and others 
in zeal; ſome ſhine in humility, others are exemplary 
ia ſtedfaſtneſs,* Some poſſeſs. the gift of utterance, 
and excel, ſome in prayer, and others in exhortation. 
Now, Where are private perſons to improve their 
gifts for God's glory, and their neighbour's good ? 
Is there a fitter place, or can they have a better op- 
portunity any where, than ſocial religious meetings ? 
Is not the danger of a neglect very great, and the 
encouragement to improve talents: and opportunities 
very reviving? He that watereth, ſhall be watered 
humſelf; and to him that hath, (namely talen:s, and 
improyes them, ) ſhall be siven, and he Jball ad 

more abundantly.” JG 
Laſtly, another design is prayer and as Matt. 
xvii, 19, 20, % Again I ſay unto you, that if two of 
you ſhall agree on earth, as touching any thing that 
Fe ſhall alk, it ſhall be done-for them of my Father 
which is in Heaven; for where two or three are met 
together in my name, there am I in the midit of 
them.“ The exerciſes of the ſaints in the heavenly 
world are' wholly praiſe. There they have no need 
of prayer, and the duty is altogether laid aſide. In 
that happy place they have no wants to be ſupplied, 
no temptations to reſiſt, no remainders of corrupt na- 
ture to wreſtle with; no aſſliction, no pain, no unea- 
ſineſs at all. They have ALL, and abound; as 
much happineſs as they poſſibly can enjoy, therefore 
prayer is laid aſide after death. But the exerciſes of 
the ſaints in this world are a mixture of prayer and 
praiſe, 
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praiſe, That neither of theſe duties may be neglected, 

they meet together in a ſociai friendly manner; they 
talk over their wants, temptations, or trials; and by 
conſidering, that God has declared, that he will with: 
hold no good thing from them; that whatſoever the? 
ak agrecable to his will ſhall be given them; that 
all their good things are the free gifts of God, and 
the expenſive purcbaſe of the Redeemer's blood; that 
they are utterly unworthy of che leaſt of all Go@'s 
mercies ; and that the things they are encouraged to 
hope for in che lite to come exceed all calculation; 
or eye hath not ſgen, nor bath ear heard; neither 
hath it entered into the heart af man to conceive what, 
and how great thoſe tł ings are, which God bath pre” 
pared for them that loye him ;—1 fay, by ſeriouſly 
conſidering theſe, and ſuch like things, their languid 
graces are rouſed to fervent prayer; and their whole 
ſouls, and all that is within them are ſtirred up te 
magnify the name of Wen in n af me. ayd 
ae ; 
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To the Editors of the EVANGELICAL MAG A- 
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By inſerting the latter part of ihe Iv. E of Job 
paraphraſed, in your uſeful n you 15 
much oblige, Genclethen, 


"RIG conſtant __” 


Sept. 20, 177 


I. B, 


T. W 48 at the dark we flent hour of fight; 


When airy viſions ſkim before the ſighglt. 
When men entranc'd in balmy fleep are laid. 
And deeper-ſlumbers every ſenſe invadey ” © © *? 


A voice ſſirill ſounding-pierc*d my liſtening pt 
The ſolemn accents ſtill methinks I hear; 
And, lo! aroſe before my wond'ring eyes, 

A ſhapelefs ſpectre of ſtupendious ſize, 
Sullen it me approach'd with awful gracec 
And frowning dreadful ſtar'd me in the face; 
Deep ſunk my heart, my haif erected ſtood, 

And ſweaty drops my ſhaking limbs bedew'd; 

At length a voice the ſolemn ſilence broke, 

And thus in hollow tone the phantom ſpoke. 

What art thou, mortal man! thou breathing clod, 
Thou daring rival of thy author God? 

Is then this heap of animated duſt 

Pure as its Maker? ag his maker juſt 7 


* 8 What 
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What are the gifts ro human nature given, 
That Man uſurps the attributes of Heaven ? 'F DN 
* Th Angelic hoſts that on che Godhead wait, 
And flue forth his miniſters of ſtate, hon ; +» 
Not ot themſclyes perform his great Spmmand, ... 
But own his guidance ang 05 :ruling hand; en 
Shall then prelumptucus man his aclions ſway, .. f 
6 This lordly tenant of a lamp of clay E 
; Who trom a for maſs derives his birth, 
« And-t drops again into his mother earth ; . 
Whoſe carcaſe mould' ring in the ſilent ny 
< Devouring reptiles maugle and conſume ? "7 2 — 

Poe round ihe lurface of this. carthly ball, 
: See grandeur. vaniſh and great nations fall 119 e 
What millions die, their race of being zun, 
0 Between the riſing and the ſetting ſun! 1. 
0 See man each hour rehgus his fleeting "Ay 7 K 
And ſinks, unheeded iq xhe j aws of death!“ Nc od 
© Thus falls thy boaſted; wiſdom, mortal if a 
A cloud its ſubſtance, and, i its date a ſpan . - 
< Thy ſhort perfection on chy lite depends, 
a At W von on 4 9 knowledge — 4 
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1 ARK! my gay friend! f thay blen ll 


Speaks the departure of 2 ſoul. Man e 
Lu. if us Ks *Tis 


\ 


$4CRBD,NORTRY. 1 


— 7 8 
4 
8 
CE 


Tis gone ! that's all, we know not where, 3 | 4 

Or how tl unbodied foul does fare. . | 
In that myſterious world none, knows, . "i 

But God alone to whom it Ni l ans ior at- | 

o whom departed fouls. return. . 5 - li 

To take their doom—to ſnike or mourn. on ve 

Oh! by what glimmering light we view bo | 

The unknown world we're haſtenpg of. 3 8 
God has lock'd up the myſtic . 

And curtain'd darkneſs round the ſtage; - 5 

We talk of Heaven, we talk of Hell; | 

But what they mean—no tongue cg rel! | 

Heaven is the realm where angels are; z. 

And Hell, —the chaos of deſpair! 5 

But what theſe awful words imply; ä 4 

None of us know before we die! 

This hour perhaps our friend is well. 5 

| Death-ſtruck the next, he cries—farezell le 

Idie And then for ought we fees. -. 

Ceaſes at once to breathe and be / 1 

Thus, launch'd from life's ambiguous 8 Apes 

Ingalph'd in death—appears no more! A 22 

Then undirected to repair, 

To diſtant worſds— we know not where. 

Swift flies the loul— perhaps it's gone 

A thouſand leagues beyond the ſun ; 

Or twice ten thouſand i more thrice told, 

Ere the forſaken clay is cold! j 

And yet who' knows, if friends we lov'd,” 

Tho” dead, may be ſo far remoy'd ; 


 '$xcReD VorTwYH: * 
Only this veil of fleſt between. 
—Perhaps they watch us tho' unſe n. 1 
But yet no notites they give, OW eBor Hye ory . 
Nor tell as where nor ho they live s ae CO , 71 
Tho? conſcious whilſt with us below, ohe e“ 
How. much tllemſelves deſired'to WIE 2447 * . 6 T 
As if bound up by ſolemn „„ OS TOW . 
To keep this ſecret of their 2 j nn aν 
To tell their joys or pains to none 
That man might live by Faith alone. 50 
Well, let my ſovereign, if he pleaſe; 
Lock up his marvellous decrees 5 * 
Why ſhould 1 with him to reveal, asd: 
| What he thinks proper to conceal? eee fret 
tis enough chat I believe, 
Heaven's brighter than t cati conceive en de ang 
And he that makes it all his care e »#) 
To ſerve God here, ſhall ſee him renin” OF 
But oh! what worlds ſhall I ſurvey, © * e | 
The moment that I leave this clay ? © 2h 2242 
How ſudden the ſurprize, how nevy - — 4 


Let it, my God, be happy too ! % Wt 55 4 
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of the PATRIAROCHS, 


E 1 


-Of their fro and 4 inten State. 55 


55 


Tas bee ae hiſtory hs e in ky 
book of Geneſis; like all the ancients of whom we 
have any account left us by profane writets, were 
plain and fimple, but frugal and induſtrious in their 
manners; and they lived in an honourable! and inde: 
pendent ſtate. Abraham, as his deſcendants he 
Jews in che days of our Saviour, bouſted; was never 
in bondage ot ſabjeQion'ts any king, prince or ſo- 
vereign. They were indeed ſtrangers to the falſe 
taſte, which hath too generally prevailed among 
princes and grem men in theſe later ages; who coun 
it an hondur ant privilege, deſceiiding to. them by 

birthrigtu, to ſpend their time in diverſions and a - 
muſements, or in idleneſs ani diſſipation. For they ; 
were either employed in the uſeful works of cultivas 
dg their lands; and feeding their flocks; or in mana» 
ging their great ſubſtance to the belt advantage, go- 
verning their numerous families, and forming their 
children and ſervants to piety and virtue. Haw much 
more noble and praiſe · worthy is this tian the [courſe 
of man high and mighty princes; lords, and: barons, 

in theſe times, who think theſe exerciſes far below 
their and er themſelves why by 
A _ Ening 


de beta 
fetting Heaven at defiance, and trampling upon alf | 


tbe laws of God, and precepts of religion? Too 
many, yet God be praiſed, not all in high life, moſt 


üngratefully abüſe the bleſlings of indulgent Provi. 
dence, and ſquander away princely fortunes in luxu- 
ry and debauchery ; opprefling their vaſſals and in- 
juring their dependants in their property, and cor- 
rupting the morals of their neighbours and domeſ- 
tics by their profane and wicked lives, Yet bleſled 
be the Lord of Hoſts * who hath left us a remnant, 
= gooHy number we. traſt, in the higheſt ranks, who 
copying their Prince, reflect honour upon the an · 
Tient families from which they ſpring,” adorn the ex- 
alted ſtations which they fill, and exhibit ſhinirig pat- 


rns of decency, religion, benevolence, and ſobriety 


10 all around them; who judge the poor, defend the 
fatherleſa, or relieve the diſtreſſed, chaſtiſe the cruel, 
and reſtrain thie vio 

: oppreſſor. May „ 
| - engaging.example of foch erivently good and great 


ace of the unjuſt and ryrannical 
grant, that the influence and 


ber to-2 vaſt multicude: among us. f Then ſhall our 
officers indeed be peace, and our exattors righteouſ- 
neſs. f God will then reſtore our judges as in the 
beginning, and our counſellors as in the firſt ages of 


the world, when Abraham and the Parriarchsflouriſh+ 


ed amd were im high eftcene/ among their neigh- 


bours and coreinporaries, that are r 
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Abraham knew the flock from which he ſprang, 
"and was perfectly well inſtructed in the genealo y 
of his family, and ſeries of his anceſtors. He did not 
ſtain the honour of his race by any haſe alliance, nor 
defile himſelf, injure his health, or ſully his reputa- 
tion, by any infamous connections with harlots or 
lewd women; much leſs did he ſeduce the unſuſ- 
pecting virgin from the path of chaſtity, and after rob. 
bing her at once, both of her honour and innocence, 
leave ber a prey to infamy and wretchedneſs. No, 
he married à near relation, in his own family, ſo a- 
miable for her virtue, beauty, and engaging man- 
ners, that, at an advanced age, ſhe. gained the e- 
ſteem, and captirated the heart of à prince —_ 
whom they lived; who was not giſſolute in his 
principles, but feared God. obſerved his laws, and 
dreaded his diſpleaſure as the worſt of , eyils, And 
though Sarai proved barren, which was a ſore aflligq 
tion to Abraham yet he was faithful to her bed, 
and lived with her many years, with the greateſi 
conjugal affectien and happineſs However eagerly 
he longed for a ſon, according to God's gracious 
promiſe, which was the, joy ot his heart and the ground 
of his faith; yer he did not think of another wife, 
until this expedient was both propoſed and urged by 
his beloved Sarah. Ten years had now elapſed, 
ſince God had promiſed a numerous offspring to A: 
braham 4. And Sarah utterly deſpaired of bearing 
him any child, but pane ts Ges to ſee this pro- 

' miſe 


„U wh + Gen xvi. 
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miſe ſplfilled in his ſeed, even by another woman, 


Polygamy, or marrying more wives than one at the 
fame time, was not then known to be a crime; others 
wiſe, though Sarah did propoſe; yet ſurely Abraham 
would not have embraced the ſcheme of marrying 
her maid- ſervant, or waiting- woman, to ſpeak in mo- 
dern ſtile. The Jewiſh rabbies do inſiſt, that Hagay 
was no leſs a perſon than the daughter of Pharaoh, 

who ſo highly reſpected Abraham, lay they, that he 
thought it a greater honour for his daughter to be 
his ſervant, than the wife of any other prince. 
Theſe ſame rabbies 4, founding their opinion upon the 
practice of Abraham, do further alledge, that after a 
huſband has lived ten years with a barren wife, it is 
lawful for him to divorce her, and marry: another, 
| Bat fo did not the father of the faithful. He took 


| her maid-ſervant to his bed, at the deſire of his be- 
loved wife; yet he did not give her any bill: of di- 


voree, nor ſeparate from her. And though polyga- 


my might be permitted, or connived at, in the age of 


the Patriarchs, and under the law o- Moſes, it is con- 
demned and ſtrictiy forbidden by the Saviour, under 
the more perfect diſpenſation 1 the wen . 

xix. 4. | 

Abraham Aria chord his ane to 45 a wiſh 

for Iſaac}, and no doubt commanded his ſon to marry 
a virgin, of his own kindred, which order was readi- 
ly 5 The Fa well N the happy 


* Aauren Diſcour” 19. | 


+ Sauri, wid. viz. Diſcourſ. Sur du V. '& N. r. « Tim. i. 
Gen. XIiv. 24. 


DETACHED ESSAYS. | 90 
eſfedts of marrying in the Lord *; and: contracting 
£his alliance with a perſon of ſincere piety and true 
religion; and the fatal conſequences that flow from 
che connections which young people form with the 
wicked and profane. And if parents. did all proceed 
upon theſe; principles in marrying their cHildren, aud 
theſe again would ſhew a becoming regard to the 
reaſonable propoſuls, and prudent counſels of their 
parents and guardians, ' haſty 'marriages, unequal 
matches; and infamou divorces would ſeldom hap- 
pen, and matrimonial expeditions to a neighbouring 
kingdom become needleſs. Iſaac recommended to 
Jacob, with whom the promiſe of Abraham reſted, 
that he' ſhould marry a wife from among his own re- 
lations, and not any of the 1 of ee a- 
mong whom they then dwelled. : 

"The Patriarehs, who lived fo many * of 
years, improved their time to the beſt of purpoſes.— 
They educated: their children in the fear of God, 
formed” their tender minds to the love and practice 
of ſcrious religion, and commanded: them in riper 
pears to follow the maxims cf ſolid wiſdom, and keep 
the f ways of the Lord. According to the He- 
brew chronology, Shem outlived Abraham not leſs 
than $ thirty-five years, ſo that Jacob and Eſau, by this 

reckoning, were not leſs than fifty years of age at his 

death. And thus, both they, their father, and grand- 
father, might have learned from him, the hiitory of 
the creation of the world, before the flood, and all the 


: cir = 
* 2 Cor. Vi. 4. with r Cor. vii. 39. + Gen. xxviii. 85 


"4 Gen: viii. 19. 8 Gen, xi. 10. 
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circumſtances of that deluge of waters, by which the 
whole human race, except Noah and his family, pe. 
riſhed. Shem could well inform his children and 
deſcendants of theſe great events, many of which he 
had ſeen with his own eyes, and the reſt had been 
diſtinctiy told bim by his father Noah, and great grand- 
father Methuſelah, with whom he might converſe 
pear a hundred years. This long lived patriarch 
again muſt have lied, and ſo might converſe, by the 
ſame reckoning or chronology, for above * 200-years, 
or two centuries, with Adam, the firſt man, and pa- 
rent of the human race. 80 all that knowJedge of 
' God, his works and workin; which, the men, who 
figured in the world before the flood, had acquired, 
together wich their own diſcoveries, wight | be fafely 
"conveyed" ro Abraham, by certain reſtimpny, or moſt 
| credible tradition, as paſſing only through three 
hands, Viz. Adam, M ethuſelab, and Shem, 1 he 
immediate parents would confirm this traditionary | 
learning, and rivet -it in the minds of the ir ſons and 
offspring Abraham lived leyenty years and upwards 
with his father Terah; Iſaac was ſeventy- five years old, 
and even jacob and his brother Eſau were not leſs than 

fifteen years of age + when the pious patriarch died, 
who was eſteemed by all ho knew him, as à great 
prophet and mighty prince: Nay, indeed, his name 
is famous in che Eaſt to this very day.— 80 che 
learning, wiſe maxims, and good deſigns of parents 


eee trom chem to their children, who. improv- 
| ed 
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44 their knowledge, followed their ſage . ex. 
ecuted their prudent ſchemes, and catefully obſerved 
their orders or commands. Fathers, by the order of 
nature, and appointment of God, were the kings 
and rulers of their own offspring, their leaders i in 
devotion, inſtructors in religion and uſeful know- 
ſedge, and patterns in virtue; who would ſoon ob- 
ferve any change or innovation that might be intro- 
duced by any of their progeny or dependants, and 
ſtop its progreſs; unleſs by tlie evident advantage of 
ſuch alteration or improvement, it ſliould obtain ge⸗ 
neral approbation. This form of government, and 
method of teaching, was moſt natural, and 
therefore could hardly fail to be agreeable, both to 
maſter and ſcholar. For the age and tender affec- 
tion of parents, for their offspring and lineal 
deſcendants, would certainly give them both author 
firy and reſpe ck. Children receive the inſtru&ions 
and commands of a loving father, with veneration as 
a fort of oracles, retain them with piotis care, and 
obey them with pleaſure. And, chough I do not en- 
quire into the origit of kingly goverament, I cannot 
help thinking, that the title of father of the people, 
Which is fo frequearly applied ro kings, by Homer 
and ancient writers, is derived from the patriarchal 
age, when the parents were alfo the Princes and go- 
vernors of their own children and family ; which, at 
che ſame time, clearly points out the duty and cha- 
rater of both kings and ſubjects. 

Parents, * aged Nr, would. then ſpend that 
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with 1 ad, Poke Wake in | relaing. thy en of 


former times, rehearſing the actions of their early 
a years, or the enterprizes of riper age; and impart- 
"ing the maxims, inventions, and leſſons which they 


bad received from their fathers, to cheir common off- 
ſpring, according to the truſt repoſed in them. 
Exery one knows this diſcourſe is the delight of old 
age, and the moſt pleating exercife of perſons to- 
wards the end of lite, that enjoy tolerable. health and 
ſpirit; which, i it is preſumeable, would be the happi- 
neſs ot aged people, in theſe times of virtue, induſtry, 


| and temperance. And all Joung people, of becom- 


ing modeſty and curioſity, liſten to this converſation, 
with eagerneſs, joy, and reſpectful attention; for it 
is, even at this day, the eaſieſt way of acquiring ſound 
wiſdom and uſeful knowledge; and in theſe ages, 
this was the only method of ſtudy, when neither hif. 
tories were written, for the information of growg 
people, nor abademies or ſchools erected for the in- 
formation of youth, la this manner the will of God 


and his works, were made known by fathers to their 


children, together with all the uſeful diſcoveries. and 
me actions of ** for ow e dak 
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| The atteticn you a ren iy dak to ike 105 Eat 
bn Social Mectings, by inſerting them in the Crgr- 
"STIAN Linn Auv, Encourages me 10 ſend] vou the | 
following on the MIS i in Which ſuch ſocietieʒ 
dught. to be ' condufted and s ove *rhed;” thar their 
important eil f mehrioned” i the former Effay ay, 
may be gained. Tour giving it! alfß a Place, i in 
that valuable repoſitory of © Chrittian inftro&ion, 
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Pg. Pay uche e wie Ore moſt gem | 
to religious ſocieties, and to which they max be ex 
poſed ; 35 and to attain thoſe religious purpoſes; Phich, 
the pious and well diſpoſed wiſh, ang. hope for; we 
would ofthe following directiong. , e eee 
I. Let eyery member conſcieoziguſly, keep in wind, 
that the ſole intention of ſuch meetings is; ſoul ed ifi 
cation. To have any other view than God's glory, 
four, on and your fellow Chriſtian's ſpiritual ad- 
Lantage, in your. attendance there, is abſolutely baſe, 
1 Bic a of a . To $0 
ereald 
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„ br iiiis be 
creaſe trade, to diſplay your parts, and this very like. 
I to the diſadantage and diſguſt of ſome brother, is 
not only vain; hypocritical, and hurtful to the ſociety, 
but a reproach to the Chriſtian profeſſion. Let 
erxery one therefore, - conſcientiouſly endeavour to 
depend upon the holy ſpirit of Chriſt for directing, 
diſpoßng, and enabling him ſingly to propoſe, ard 
ſucceſsfully to proſecute, ſuch deſigns, in theſe ſo- 
% cieties, as will be productive ol che beſt effects. 
H. It will be fo und expedient that none, but ſuch 
[ as are found in faith, and ſhew a deſire after holineſs, 
be admitted or continued meta bers. If no regard 
be paid to the former, ſtrife and contention will be 
the conſequence, and this is productiye of every evil 
work. If ſuch as are immoral in their character 
be admitted or continued, this will give daily offence, 
and effectually marr the ends of comfort and edifi- 


cation. Enquiry, therefore, ſhould be made into the 


ſoundneſs of his faith that deſires admiſhon, and into 
the regularity of bis converſation, 1 Peter iii. 8. 
, Finally, brethren, be all of one mind, having compaf. 
fion one of another; love as brethren. 2 Tim. i. 
13. Hold faſt the form of ſound words. And a- 
gain, with reſpect to immoralties, He exhorts, 1 Cor. 
v. 11. Not to keep company with wieked men. 
1 have written to you, not t& keep company, if an} 
man thar-is-<alled/a*brothier, be afornicator, or co- 
detous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkatd, or 
an extortioner, with ſuch a one, no not to eat. 
Some, though weak and ignerant, may be-adwitted, 
913 "Whit TA YN if 
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key ſhey a deſire, after inſtruction, though ſuch 
| ſhould not be employed to dire& the worlhip. Some 
attended that ſociety by the river ſide near Phillippi, 
who ſeem to have been not only weak, bur Were not 
eyen baptized. Lydia was one. Acts xvi. 1 3. 9 
III. None ought to be admitted without the a at⸗ 8 


teltation of at leaſt one member, and the conſent of "ng 


the majority. The reaſon, on which this rule is 
founged, is this, ſocial religious ſocieties are formed 
by choice, and conducted by pure Chriſtian love and 
affection. Thoſe we admit into civil ſociety with us 
are not only une xce ptionable, but ſuch as we chuſe 
for that purpoſe. Much mere ought this to be at- 
tended to, in religious ſocieties, where we may haye 
occaſion to ſpeak things, which ſuch as are deficient 
in prudence, and not well affected, may make a bad 
uſe of, to their own hurt, and that of religion. 

IV. To prevent confuſion, and defeat the black 
defigns of malice and prejudice, none ſhould be re- 
moved from the ſociety but at a full meeting; and 
after all due pains haye been uſed, in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, to reclaim the offending member from the 
error he has eſpouſed, or the immorality he has been 
guilty of. Not every miſtaken apprehention as o 
divine truths, nor once or twice turning out of the 
way, will warrant excluſion; unleſs the immorality 
be groſs, and very offenſive, and no ſign of ſorrow for 
the offence; given. Errors reſpecting the Tciony, 
original ſin, imputed righteouſneſs, the ſovereignty | 
of God's grace, and the pligarion of the divine law, 
&c⸗ 
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Re A diſorderly behaviour, hat is, not only rot 
feandalous fins, bur even practices, accounted mat- 
| ters of little 1 import ance by worldly men, "fuch as a 
light and irreverent ule of the words, Lord, God, 
Jeſus, faith, , conſcience, &. in common converſa! 
tion; doing worldly buſſoeſs, Without neceſfiry, or 
cy en ſpeaking about! it, and ſeeking bodſly pleaſures, 
and recreartohs on God's hely gay, ought to be at. 
tended to; and iffach as are gullty in theſe reſpects, 
| pe pr bud, Capteufous, and of a diſputative tember, 
they ought to be yiewed as the greateſt enemies our 
holy religion has, and with univerſa] conſent, thruſt 
our as 8 10 to 0 love, Peace, 
and unity,” ee ef 

is Ererf member ought with the greateſt care 
to avoid all evil, mY the very appearance of evil, and 
practiſe every known duty. Avoid all things thaf 
may githonour” the name of God, bring reproach E 
upon religion, grieve the godly, or harden the ene- 
mies of the croſs of Chriſt, or give occaſion to them 
of ſpeaking e evil of the truth, ** Such as pride, valuing 
your ſelves on uccount of your parts, as Knowledge, | 
wiſdom, or pruderice ; » on account | of diſtinction in 
| ſtation, riches, or family.“ O beware of ſink. 
ing i into a carnal worldly frame,—pradtiſing fraud or 
aiſhonelty, or conniving: ar the diſhoneſty of others; 
—making compliatices againſt 1 the light of conſcience 
to avoid ſhame, or promote woffaly i intereſt; be- 
| coming lukewarm and indifferent about the concerns 
W God's glory, the advancement of true religion, 


and 


2 
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aud the intereſts of your don ſouls ; forgetting 
your firſt love io God, to Chriſt, to the truth, and to 
pour neighbour ;—profaning thy ſabbath, or any part 
bf it in unedifying diſcourſe, or keeping ſuch com- 

any as may endanger the peace and purity of your 
Ea. And on the other hand, 2 55 you would by 
well doing put to filence the igtorance of fooliſh men, 
and cauſe your light fo ſhire before men, chat they 
ſeeing our good works, may glorjfy your father in 
Heaven, ſtudy faithfully the adyaneement of faith in 
our Lord Jelus Chriſt, repentance unto life, Jove to 
God,goſpel humility, new obedience, and every fruit of 
the ſpirit, for in theſe does Chriſtian edification confi, 
VI. Every, memher ought | to, be his brother's 
keeper, and each ought to warch,, over another i 
love. Do you obſerve: a brother guilty, « of any ſcan: 
dalous offence, beware of harbouripg any grudge or 
ill will againſt him; but! in great love, tendernęſs, and 
manifeſt concern (for his everlaſting: welfare, af him 
his fault between chee and him alone; if he ſhall 
hear thee, then thou haſt gained thy brother. But 
if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mquth of two or three witneſſes, 
every word may be eſtabliſhed ; and if he negle& to 
hear them, rell it to the ſociety, tell it to the church; 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee : as a heathen n man and A e To prevent 
this diſagreeable proceſs, refolve in the ſtrength of 
Chcilt, that you will avoid all temptations, and ſhun 


every appearance of evil; and if Jou ſhould be drawn 


7 


o . in 
1. - \ 


1 


mY erento gde v 
in by temptations to give offence, hear the kind rer 
dukes. of brechren, with patience and a reſolution to 
offend. no more +: God David's exemplary-temper 
ee clxi, 5, Let theighteous ſmite 
e it ſhall be, a kindneks : ; and let him reprove me, 
it ſhall be an excellent oil, which. ſhall, not break my 
head: for yet my prayer alſo mall be in their cala - 
mities. Let the reprover and che reproved pray for 
one another, and let every one conſider himſelf as a 
member of a religious ſociety, who haye give them- 
ſelves up to walk Pagyther 3 in love and union, in "the 
fear of God. 3 hep 
VII. Every, member ought 1 to o ſtudy pliintck of | 
ſpcech, and brevity in prayer and converlation. 
Long peeches and prayets are imprudent, aud not 
for edification ; and in both che plain meaning 6 
ſeripture ought. cloſely to be adhered to. He that 
ſpeaks ought to ule 0 Phraſes, but ſuch as he under. 
ſtands, the meaning « of. All criticiſms and refinements 
upon t the ſcriptures onght t to be avoided, All appear 
ANGE of vanity and ſelf <conceit in depreciating what 
others ſay, on any luhje&, and commending what 
they themſelves have ſaid, is unbecoming the humble 
Chriſtian, and ought to be ſhunned * ., None ought 
to judge raſh] V. or make a man an . offender Yor a 
. word; but if any one frequently uſe expreſſions that 
are unintelligible or favour of error, he ſhould pru- 
dently be deſired to explain chem, or in che! ſpirit of 
meekneſs deliced to forbear them, | 4 Let this one 
5 W 
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fling be remembered, that tliere is avaſt difference 
N hearing the converlation, and joining 
in the prayers. Lou go there not to Hear prayers, 
but to pray; ever ſtudy therefore to ſen forth the 
ardent deſires of your ſoul, your whole foul, and joirr 
. fincerely- in all the parts of prayer, whether confef® 
| ſion, petition, or thankſgiving, I ER IT I 

VIII. It will be found neceſſary that there be 
i ſtated time and place for meeting, and every mem 
ber ſhould endeavour to be preſent at the bees | 
hour, preciſely. Such meetings should be onee 4 
week, and the time and place ſo fixed, as beſt ſu its- 
the conveniency of the members, that none of their 
duties of buſinefs, or in their familigs be degleckeg. 
And if 2 any member abſents himfelf from the meeting 
| without giving a ſatisfactory account to the ſociety, 
he muſt be conſidered as diſaffected to it, and means 
ought to be uſed © to reclaim him, Every member 8 
ſhould weigh his excuſe for non. attendance; and 
conſider, whether an awakened confrience, and the 
great Judge ſuſtain it, or not, when 20 a crimjtaf 
he ſtands before his awful bar: i | 

IX. The exerciſes of ſocial jpg meetings he 
think ſhould. be the following. EO 


human compoſition. Le. n. In their aps hy are. to 


be e far ks preferred N Bene 
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more divine and heavenly, and. the more pleafing tg 


| workipof God, nee 


TT 2 
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8 8 b Geb. 84536. EE: 
avid, and other ſeriptpre ſongs; becauſe thoſe ard 

the KiQates, gf the Holy Ghoſt, and of conſequence 
0 Cod, and: more pleaüng to the | 


S 
| refined ſtare, of 1 haz, foul, in n, which he reludes, and 


carries on the, begun, beayguly, works. And, the 
nearet the, words of inſpiration theſe ſongs are, the 
Got: they muſt. Boy — 2 exclude. theſe from the 
ere, is fuch abündance and 

BO: of them, and introduce hymns of. human 
zpoſute, is to prefer the works of blind, Preju- 
diced, falliple, Ainful men, 10 the dictates of u uger. 
ring wiſdom ; 4; 70g o lay upon the mi that i man 

is wiſer than God, TE Fe d e 
II. After fnging a _— or part a one, let = 
bereue Ae portion of God's word be 


1190 


dis boy your. knees, to the Father, of mercies, and 


offer up your united prayers 10 him 0 
under the influences and, by the, ſlſtance 
3, reach the children 7 | 
God. both how to pray, 3 f aud what to pray for. VG 
II. Such ſubjedts of e are next ta be 
| propoſed, As ſeem moſt pr pro to anſwer the end of 
edification, . Abe joint wi 5 PE . prudence c of the 
ſociety. ſhould agree upon. what method of Gonxer- 
fation ſeems to \pfomile moſt adyantage., eee 
Leſt a yorſe be. choſen, I would ably Rahel 
5 G 1 8: "9 Ty Sy. T Fenk! SAGE 9-1; 
| Let him, hs Feng n 10 OR: is, reading, Gi 
Ny 
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"ii: alk the ſociety round, if they obſetved any thing 
6 the chapter read, tha: they wiſh to hear the mind 
ol the meeting about. After this, they may aſk of 
him one of the queſtions, of the Weſtminſter aſſem- 
bly's. ſhorter catechiſm; and for order's ſake, they 


may take one, every fight; as a ſubject of conrerſa- 


tion, out of the moſt plain, compte henſive. and ex- 
tellent ſyſtem of divinity, that perhaps ever human pen 
vrote. Out of chat Jette let every member of 
the ſoriety haye one prepared to atk ; and this he 


may eaſily do, as he has a week to think, aud get 


one ready. Let the preſident begin; and aſk one at 
his neighbour oh his left hand, upon which, if need 
be, the meeting round may gire their opinion one 


| ifter another. Only let care be taken to keep ta 


the point in hand, to avoid reperitions, and let each 
learn to gire his judgment in as few words as poſſible· 
Then let bim, who fits at the preſident's left hand uk 
one at his neighbour, and ſo on till it go round 
By this method the whole converſation will not be 
engroſſed by two or three members, which is often 
the caſe, to the hurt of the ſociety, bar ir wil gd 
round, and every member will have an opportunity 
to ſpeak and improve bimſelf. If time permit; or 


if the ſociety chuſe the following exerciſe firſt, exery 


ether night ;. the preſident may read the laſt fexr 


preached upon in their Hearing, of the verſes they 
laſt heard expounded by way of leQure, and aſk; 


round what they can remember. This is often 
found 2 very profitable exerciſe, as one word com- 
E Se only 
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monly brings another to mind; and perhaps this 
may .make the members more attentive hearers of 
the word ; when they know they ſhall be aſked, 
what they can remeniber, in the ſociety: After 
this, let him aſk. if any any of the ſociety has any 
caſe of conſcience, or any thing that has been matter 


| ol trial or difficulty ro them, about which they chuſe 


to have the advice of the meeting. If any thing has 
been met with, that may tend to awaken, edify, 
caution, comfort or eſtabliſh the chriſtian, it ought 
to be mentioned. If there are any preſent that have 
been favoured with any remarkable deliverance, or 
mercy that calls for thankſgiving and praiſe, or if 
any are under ſome particular temptation, or trouble 
ef mind, that calls tor advice and ſympathy, ler them 
mention it, defiring the ſympathy and prayers of the 
ſociety. And laſt of all let another member con- 
elude with prayer, and ſinging a pſalm as before. 
Finally, If there be any. buſinefs, that concerns 
the meeting, it ſhould then be tranſacted, but not ſo 
much as mentioned before. If any are ſuſpected of 
negle& in family worſhip, or cloſet deyotion ; or if 
any have been overcome by temptation, to the of. 
fence of the ſociety ; ; or if any have been obſerved 
abſent from public worſhip, or ſeem to be falling 
under the power of ſloth and careleſſneſs, this is the 
proper ſeaſon to deal with ſuch, by reproof, advice, 
exhortation and admonition. Great care. ſhould be 
taken to avoid all impertinent, trifling or curious 
f queſtions, that may gender ſtrife, and are not for 


edife- 
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pdification, eſpecially when the ſociety is engaged in 


more intereſting work. And as it is not for edifica- 
tion that the meeting be very large, ſo it is moſt un- 
friendly and abſurd, to publiſh what is faid, or trani- 
ated there, to the prejudice and offence of any in 
the ſociety. Prov. xi, 13. A tale-bearer revealeth 
ſecrets, but he that is of a faithful ſpirit concealeth 
che matter. 

What remains now to be done is, to ſtir up chriſ” 
tians. to this much neglected, though moſt neceſſary 
and uſe ful duty, All ſhall further lay, for this end, 
ſhall be, to ſum up, and repreſent in as few words as 
poſlible, the force of what has been already ad- 
vanced. 

Do you, O chriſtian profeſſors, hate to be accuſed 
of unreaſonableneſs? Do you really wiſh, and en- 
deayour to act like thoſe that are guided by reaſon, 
in chylſing, and eagerly purſuing after that, which 
promiſes preſent and everlaſting advantage ? No you 
deſire to act ſujrably to thoſe near and dear relations 
you ſtand i in to fellow profeſſors? Then as fellow ci- 
tizens, fellow ſoldiers, and fellow ſervants mect ta- 
gether, conſult together, and do all in your power 
to encourage and ſtrengthen ons another, Since you 


are children of the ſame family, heirs of the fame EE, 


inheritance, ſervants of the ſame houſhald, and mem- 
hers « of the ſame body, you are deeply intereſted in 
one "anorher*: $ welfare, and therefore both reaſon 
teaches, and a divine inſtinct, inſeparable from yeur 


renewed nature, will ſweetly incline you, chearſully, 


frequently 


yy 
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frequently and affectionately, to meet together tor 
religious purpoſes. Again ſince ſocial religious meet? 
ings are What God is well pleaſed with; ſince they 
are the only proper opportunities for putting into 
practice a number of ſocial mutual duties, to which 
we are warmly and repeatedly exhorted in the word 
of God; and ſeeing it has been the approved prac. 
tice of Bins bath under the old and new teftament 
diſpenſations, to meet together for religious exer. 
eiles; you ſurely muſt be convinced that it is both 
your duty and intereſt to follow their example. Do 
you not deſire to be preſerved from the pollutions of 
the world, and kept from the paths wherein de- 
ſtroyers go? Have you not ſtrong deſires chat you 
may be found among the number of God's jewels, 
and be ſpared by him, as a man ſpareth his own ſon, 
that ſeryeth him ; when he ariſeth to pour out his 
fury, like conſuming. fire upon his enemies, and tg 
execute that vengeance, he is ſaid to reſerve for his 
adverſaries, againſt the day of evil? O then attend 
10 your everlaſting intereſt, and forget not the af 
ſembling yourſelyes together, as the manner of ſome 
is ; fear the Lord, and ſpeak often to one another, 
about the things that concern your neyer ending 
peace and ever encreaſing happineſs : and joy. 
Do you not defire to have your knowledge of God 
and divine things encreaſed ? -and be able to diſcern 
the things that differ ? When overwhelming trouble 
Teizes upon you, when the officious hand of friends 
can bie no relief, apd when death and the laſt 
83 judgement, 
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£ judgment, thoſe awful events, ſeem near; will you 


not defire then the ſympathy and prayers of God's 


| people ? ?, When paſſing thirongh the dangerous and 


trying wilderneſs of human life, it is not good for 
you to be alone, to have none to comfort and en- 


courage you by their example. When preſſed down 


with ſorrow, and overwhelmed with doubts and 
fears, would it not be comfortable, and a means of 
relief; to have ſome, to whom you could impart 


ß; your ſorrows, with whom you could freely converſe, 


and who might both give you wholfome counſel, and 
join fervently in prayer with you? finally, you have 
your talent, your gift; what do you intend to do 
with it? Do you not deſire to have it encreaſed ? Do 
you not wiſh to be uſeful to others in your day and 


generation? Do you not deſire 10 give in your ac · 


count with joy and approbation ? Conſider then, that 


the day of reckoning-is at hand; the time is mort, 


the ſeaſon for getting and doing good will ſoon be 


over; for in the grave there is no knowledge, work 
nor device, whither you are haſtening; whilſt you 


have therefore opportunity, exhort one another 
daily, while it is to- day, leſt any of you be hardened, 


chro the deceitfulneſs of ſin, and ſo much the more 


= you ſee the day approaching, | 


— 
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Love to God, or gratitude to the Creator for 
his mercies, is the very ſpirit of piety and ſum of de- 
votion. When we take a ſerious ſurvey of the 
2 numberleſs favours which our God daily confers on 
us, we ſtand amazed at the exuberant goodneſs of 
our Maker, and are confounded : at the multitude and 
excellence of his benefits. One of theſe gifts is in- 
deed unſpeakable, viz. his own ſon; he is the capital 
preſent of Heaven, involving in himſelf all things nes 
ceſſary and ſuitable, valuable and divine, all things 
pertaining to life and godlineſs. Reflections upon 
this delightful ſubject ſhould frequently exerciſe our 
minds, engage! our hearts, and employ aur tongues. 
But though ſpiritual bleſſings claim our firſt MEIN, 
and demand the warmeſ} returns of thankfulneſs, yet 
the +baunties' of Providence ſhould neither beiorer- 
looked nor forgotten. How do the | beauties ol | 
ſpring, the glory of ſummer, and the riches of au. 
tumn, raiſe our ſpirits, and even raviſh our hearts! 
Should we not then ſing a hymn of praiſe, and ſhout 
aloud with pious joy to the God of ſeaſons, who 
covers the Heavens with clouds, cauſes the gentle 
dews and fruitful ſhowers to deſcend on the earth 
who fatiates the parched hills from his chambers, 
and prepares rain for the fields, by which he waters 
the ridges, and ſeules ie furrows of the hardened 
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þlains? He makes graſs to grow upon the mountains, 
mediciual plants and ſucculent herbs to ſpring up in 
plenty, to nouriſh the human tribes and various ſpe- 
dies of animals, which alſo both preſerye and reſtofe 
health. Doth not our Heavenly Father, with his 
munificent hand ſupply the wants of every living crea- 
ture? He makes the earth to produce corn, which 
ſtrengthens the heart of man, wine that cheers his 
ſpirits, and oil, which in the Plalmitt's language, 
makes his face to ſhine, or his countenance florid. 
How good is the God of Harveſts unto us! who di- 
videth the year into a pleaſing variety of ſeaſons, 
which turn round i in a regular change, and almoſt im- 
perceptibly run into one another, and ſteal upon us 
in a ſlow and reſpectful manner; ſo that the ſudden 
tranſitions from heat to cold, and from cold to heat, 
neither diſagreeably ſnock nor ſenſibly injure our 
conſtitution. No, fummer and winter, in moſt cli 
mates, are kept at due diſtance, by ſeed time and 
harveſt, a gentle ſpring and varying autumn, both 
exceedingly agreeable, equally neceſſary and plea» 
fing. Theſe have continued from the beginning, at 
leaſt from the days of Noah, without inter miſſion. 
Almighty God commanded the Ilraelites to celebrate 
a ſolemn feſtival, viz. the paſſover in the ſpring, or 


beginning of the ſacred year, which preſerved the 
memory of their miraculous deliverance from the bon; 
dage of Egypt. Seven weeks after, they + were. 
enjoined to offer to Jehovah the firlt fruits of their 
| | increaſe, | 
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increaſe, which then began to ripen i in theix Warm 
countries or ſoutherly climate. 

But this people were alſo commanded 1 to keep 2 
feaſt in autumn 5, or the end of tlie civil year, after 
their fruits were collected, in gratitude to the God, 
who gave 1 them rain and fruittul ſeaſons, and cauſed 
their corn, wine, and oil, to flow in upon chem in 
rich abundance. Then the feaſt of Tabernacles com- 
menced, after the ſolemn ſound of trumpets, which 
called up the remembrance of their wandering ſtate 
in the wilderneſs, when they lived in tents, without 
any fixed habitation. This feſtival farther gave them 
A very agreeable opportunity, and a folemn call to 
offer up facrifices of praiſe and thankſgivings to God, 
who then filled their oranaries with plenty, and 
made their preſſes to overflow with-new wine. They 
* were then required to give vent to their pious joy, 
and offer their facrifices of gratitude, the overflow- 
ings of a devout heart, expreſſed in facred hymns, 
ſweet pſalms, and other acts of religious worſhip. 
"Theſe are oblations more grateful to Almighty God, 
and far more pleaſing to the Father of Spirits than 
hecatombs of bulls, thouſands 6f rams, or the far of 
fed beaſts. Now, Jehovah, who changes not, but is 
immutably the ſame, materially requires of tis what 
he enjoined to the Jews of old, We are in- 
deed releived from the burthenſome ſervice, and ex- 
penſive devotion of obſerring⸗ days, months, and 
you and _— numerous victims from the ſtall or 
2 folck 
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fold to God, who neither delights in 10 blood of 
goats, nor the fleſh of bulls ; 3 and even then, he no 
farther regarded theſe oblations than they ſignificant- 
iy expreſſed the faith and pious gratitude of him 
that offered them, ſaying, " rather Mer thankſgiving 
and pay your, vows ;* ' preſent y your humble prayers 
and grateful praiſes * to me your God. by 

Again, we are commanded in every thing t to give 
thanks, and to rejoice always before our God 'with 
pious gladneſs. Surely then we ought to praiſe our 
God and celebrate his goodneſs with joy and thank- 
fulneſs,, who. bath lately covered our vallies with 
corns, cloathed our paſtures with flocks of ſheep, and 
herds of larger catile, and hath crowned this year with 
his goodneſs, cauſed his paths to drop fatneſs on us, 
and regales us with plenty ho hath given us the 
appointed weeks of harveſt 1 in ſuch fayourable Wea- 
ther i in moſt parts of this illand, as hatli at onee dis- 
pelled our guilty fears and jealous furmiſes ; ; and in 
many places exceeded our. moſt ſanguine hopes ang. 
fartering expectations; ſo that our garners 2 afford all 
manner of ſtore, and various plenty ; ; and we hope, 
that at halt, there ſhall be no ground for W 
in our ſtreets. 

Happy, beyond e or compariſon, is «this 
our condition, if the diſtinguiſhing kindneſs, and un- 
deſerved goodneſs of our God inſpire, us with pious 


joy, diſpoſe us t6 exult in the Lord, and ſerve him 
with holy zeal; admidſt the abũndance of the good 


things he beſtows: - Then may we fit under « our 
five and fig-rree, enjoy our civil rights, and religiouz 
Privilege 
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privileges without fear, danger, or moleſtation. But 
if, like Jeſhurun, we wax wanton, proudly inſuk 
Almighty God, and ungratefully abuſe his bounty in 
Tuxury and exceſs, inſtead of reaching but our hands 
to the poor, and relieving the wants of the indigent; 
If, as alas we have too frequently done, and many 
among us do ſtill, we continue to deſpiſe our Crea. 
; tor, and forget the God who hath been our rock, 
protector, and Saviour, contemn his goſpel, and hold 
ſerious piety in deriſion: If we continue to blaſpheme 
the ſacred name of God, by profane ſwearing, ab. 
furd and unmeaning oaths, which wound the heart 
of every pious hearer : If we flight the ordinances of 
religion, and careleſsly abſent orrſelves from divine 
worſhip, violate the holy reſt of the Lord's day, by 
vain amuſements, ſhocking i intemperance, and de. 
bauchery: If we abuſe the bounties of Providence, 
in gratifying our filthy luſts and guilry deſires, ſinking 
Into the puddle of vice, and wallowing in ſenſuality 
and extravagance; eſpecially at this time, when the 
judgments of Heaven are inflicted upon the more di- 
ſtant provinces of the Britiſh empire, and Almighty 
God calls aloud for humiliation, ſincereſt repentance, 
and reformation :—have we not much reaſon to fear 
de may take away his corn. and wine from us in their 


iu „„ 


aanſe u us to > drink of it Pena, until we e fal aud 
iriſe no more? Therefore let each, for his own part, 
ſeck the Lord in fer ent addreſſes, ſerve him with ſe- 


rious prayer, regular Aron 51 exemplary. holi- 
neſs 
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neſs or virtue. This will be a happy means of 
lengthening our proſperity, and preſerving our pre- 
ſent peace and tranquility, Thus we ſtand in the 
gap, acco ding to our meaſure, to turn away wrath 
from a g® lty land, our native country. And this la. 
bour of ve, piety, and charity, ſhall not be torgot- 
ten before God. Though our prayers ſhould not 
prevail to avert impending evils, and deſerved ſtrokes 
from our dear country and kindred ; yet they ſhalt 
return into our own boſom, . and we ſhall either be 
taken from the evil to come, or be hid in the day of 
the Lord's anger, when the overflowing flood ſhall 
veep away every refuge of lies, 


Stockton, 
October 14, 1777 
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nue at the as of HARYES 5 9 9 


| A Dieu! fy 1 rural e 
Thick ſhades and meadows fair and green, 
The field adorned with ſheaves of corn, 
The walk at early hour of morn. 
Behold ! with green no meads are clad, 
Behold the thruſh firs mute and ſad ; 
No lively ſongſter 's warbling Hm 
Pours joy, pours muſic in his note. 
How bare, how naked ſeems yon bed! 
The pink is gone, the tulip dead: > 
Where is the gay, the od*rous flower, 
That lately bluſhed in vonder bower } ? 
8o fade the glories of the year, 
They bloſſom fair, and diſappear; 
And (melancholy truth!) fond man! 
Thy life's a flower, thy days a ſpan! 
Almi ghry Savercign, bounteous Power, 
Whom every clime and tongue adore ; 
Whoſe fat form'd earth's wondrous frame, 
And ocean's ſpacious, vaſt domain : e 
Proſtrate before thy throne we bow 


Parent of circling ſeaſons Thou! ee 


Ha! en far happier days—and bring 
5 One glorious and eternal SPRING.“ 
rn he 


en D rourny 


Ne Perſon ond Incarnation of dave. 


A World of 1 the 155 
hat gazes thro? the goſpel glaſs; 
Wonders for human minds tao high, 

The ken of angels they ſurpaſs. 
But ſure no truth from heav'n reveaPd, 
Can more the ſaint's attention claim; 
More ground gf admiration yield, 
: Than our renown'd Immanuel's name. 
From everlaſting years the Son, 

In God the Father's boſom lay; 
In heav'n hig perfact glory ſnone, 

Wich brightneſs of celeſtial wa 


A love, complacency, delight, - 
| And joy incffable obtain'd, 
Between them in eternal light, 
| Where bliſs ip conſummation reign? . 


But yet in condeſcending grace, 
The ſons of miſ'ry to redeem ; 

From us he hid his glorious face, 

And made himſelf of no eſteem} 


He, whom the heay*ns of heav'ns obey, 


- Aſſumes a humble ſervant's form: 
Thi Immortal wears a yeil of clay; 


| Almighty God becomes a worm. 
In fields of myſt'ry let me roam, 
Contemplate, even without a crime, 


= 


Tit 


n SA RR oK 
Th' Infinite in a Virgin's womb, 


Th' etefnabSire—a child of time! Waal 


Jehovah infigitely pure, | þ 
The heav'ns, in whoſe: ſight, are abr clean; k 

Of ſiinfal:fleſh the likeneſs. bore,” 

Was made for ſinners guity—ſin! * 


"th boly ſtill our Lord remain d 
In innacence, and unde fi d; 

Pure offspring of a parent tain'd, 8 „ 

And ſinful Mary's ſpotleſs d. 

A conſtitution O! how ſtrange !— 

A nature human, and divine, er 

Without confuſion, loſs, or ehange, 

In Chriſt's illuſtrious perſon join? 

In Jeſus perſonally dwells, 
The fullneſs of the godhead all ; 

In Him, the chriſtian excells, 

Before whom angels proſtrate fall. 

The church on this foundation reſts, | 
A rock of ſtrength, that ne'er. can . 

Of hell withſtands the rudeſt blaſts, _ 

15 Nor pow'r, nor policy prevallll. 
In the bright perſon of our Lord, {6 £64 
The wiſdom, power, and grace . 

The higheſt ſcale for praiſe afford, 

With glory quite unequall'd maine. 8 
Of goſpel— this the myſt'ry great - 

I b' inviſible in fleſh diſplay'd: tn 

beg Sn 6 7 „ fe 46S + 12 The 


en Fon © ris 
The ſecrets of eternal W r 
Are 101d by him, as in him laid. 
| he counſels of the ſacred Three, 5 
Deſign'd for ſaring fallen man, | 
Fulſilled by our Lord we ſee ; 3 
Ile executes the god-like plan. 


f The glorious attributes of God, 
80 clearly never erſt reveal'd, 
Are ih an admirable mode, 

In Jeſus, and his work, beheld. 


The bond and centre of that love, 
And ſweet communion ſo reſin' d. 
*Twixt ſaints below, and faints abore, 
The perſon of our Lord ve find. 
Ye friends of . Jeſus then rejoice, qo ate =_ 
And glory i in your bleſſed king; . 
To him in triumph lift your voice; 
Loud \et his lofty praiſes. ring. 
1 


Let men and angels be amaz'd, 
In ſhouting forth the wond'rous lore ps : 
Of Jeſus, who himſelf abas*d,, ' i 
But now in glory reigns above. „5 : 
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The following Vetſcs were occa- 
fioned by a re 7 from 4 
dangerous diſeaſe. 


* 
* 


F OR health retor'd, and; 


lengthen'd da 

What thanks to long l. 

Hear, gracious Lord, y grate- 

ful lays, 

Thoꝰ low, accept the ſong. 

Raiſe my weak pow'rs to thanks 
unfelgn'dʒ 


Well pleafing in thy ſighglt; 
And let my life, by thee lala e, . 
In gratitude delight. 


1 my ſoul, with j joy oy 


Thy ay uri partner's woes . 
Think on the bloated Grp * 


Aud the fad feene diſcloſe. 


The fainting heart forgot. be 
The pulſes ceas d to play; 
Life ſeemꝰ d as in its laſt retreat, 
And often ſunk away. 


Not death more near the wreteh 
attends, | 
Amidſt the kllowy, 8 — 
o on a floating plan e 
ons claſps the broken maſt. 
Art, with her ſonss brought n 0 


relief, 
No juice nor herb. prevaird; 
Drege, ſery'd but to enrage "the I 


And 3 medꝰ cine taibd. 


Alas! how impotent is at 
Ordain'd by ſecret wh, ren 
Only to act an underpart i 
To the chief ruling catſe. 


Heaven to the utmoſt ſometimes 
tries, f 4 we | . —— 

(ts ſtrength 1 in weakneſs ſhewn,) 
nd man's beſt efforts all defies, 
0 m 00 
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Wer; me cines vel with, pon 1 

0 

(Though baffled Jon indeed 

Their granted eres — 
New life and health ſucceed. 


12 Sorprifig turn! ſcarce Noah 


wd 
f with more delightful eyes, | 
age drait'd, the world 


renew 


4 freſh crertion riſe. 


Reminded hener—methins Iſee 
One reſurrection paſt; 
2. yas emblem prove to 


An earneſt of my laſt, | 
| Hence that grand Period et me 


Were kak aud h hope ſhall end; 
nick let thy merits be my Ark, 
left OT Judge? and 


| „ * can tell thy e 


Ways? 
Thy mercyꝰ's countleſs ſtore ? 1 


| Th al” Cen ſpeiks thy 


. peals it more: 
— who ſo oft; ſo long, ſo late, 
Have all thy mercy prov'd; 
Can I forbear to celebrate 
. Thee Feſus “ thee belor d! 

If for thy ſake, and thine alone 
The prayer was timely heard; 
To thee with father, ſpirit, one; 
he endleſy praiſe preferr'd. , 


| Perm me Lord! ! this pray” rto 
nce Me ia longer lent; _ 


2 Fe ay the loan be wholly thine; 


And to Fahy gory, 1 : 
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'D'BOTACHED ESSAYS. M 
er. PATRIARCHS, | wo 
bone, from page 96: 1 


Poi OR 6s art of writing Joes not en ta 
| have been known before the giving of the law at 
Mount Sinai, - when the tables of ſtones were writ- 
ten with the ten commandments by the finger of 

God, as Moſes hath told us. Or, if letters were the in- 

vention of the Andidelyvians,vt the men that lived be- 

fore the flood, it is hardly to be ſuppoſed, the inſpi- 
red hiſtorlau would have paſſed over in filence ſo uſe- 
ful a diſcovery, when he records the names of theſe 
men who invented muſical inſtruments and the art of | 

founding metals, and working braſs and iron into © _ b 

reſſels and utenſils, for huſbatidry or cookery, not | 

to ſay weapons of war. Surely the inventor of let- 

ters and writing, that great channel of knowledge, 'A 

and reſeryoir of earning, if a man, merits a ſtatue, : 

and much better deſerves to have his name tranſmit- 

. ted, with the higheſt praiſes to lateſt ages, than either 
Jubal + or Tubal- Cain, Volcan or Apollo; but we 
know this art was very little uſed by the Egyptians 
and Chaldeans, who were the moſt learned of ancient 

nations, until after the days of Moſes ; for they ſtill , 
made uſe of Hieroglyphics or ſigns, pictures and . "= 
marks, or ſymbolical figures, a very aukward me 1 3 
thod boner, cakes: with letters, i in recording their obſer — q 
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vations and exploits; and conveying their inſtructions 
or information to others: juft as the people of Mexi. 
co had ſubſtituted a fort of painting for writing, 
which they had not known when the Spaniards in- 
raded them. Now, it is not at all probable, theſe 
ſigns would be long retained by any people after jg 
became acquainted with the art of writing. 
Moſes is indeed amazingly exact in his defcription 
of the form and ſize of the Ark; he fixes the begin- 
ning, end, and the depth ot che waters, of the flood, 
and the ages of all the Patriarchs, with the ſtricteſt 
accuracy and preciſion. But if we chink, he could 
not learn theſe dates, meaſures, and numbers ſo cer- 
tainly by tradition, which I think not at all improba- 
ble, far leſs impoſſible; we ought to reflect, that God 
raiſed up prophets from the beginning, ſuch as 
1 Enoch, Noah, Shein, and others, who could cor- 
| rect any error that might creep into theſe accounts, 
and ſupply the defects of this rraditionary convey- 
ance, by the impulſe and cirection of the holy ſpirit. 
Again, might not Moſes derive his knowledge of 
theſe things from God, as well as he received the 
figure and dimenfien: of the ark of the teſtimony, 
and the model of the tabernacle, with all i its furni- 
ture, veſſels, ornaments, &c. to its very, pins, by i im- 
mediate inſpiration, or familiar intercourſe with Jeho- 
yah on Mount Sinai: ? Did not the Apaſtle Paul re- 


ceive, from Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, wa ſcheme of 
the 


=y 


& 4 5 1 11 Ive 1 
1 * Jude xiv. Mr Murray gives: an  ingejoua hint tht Enoch's pro- 
ecy is contained in the name Methuſelah. _ 
T Exod chapters 257 363 27. anda8. 


DETACHED ESSAYS, | 
the goſpel „ even his account of the iuſtitution of 
the ſupper, which he hath recorded more particu- 

larly than theſe evangeliſts who were preſent at the 

firſt. celebration of rhis ſacred teaſt ? 

The opinion, that letters were not known before 
the law, ſeems to derive ſome confirmation from the 

practice of the Patriarchs; who, we find, uſed to 
erect altars, pillars, and monuments of ſtone, or ſome 
ſolid ſubſtance, to preſerve the remembrance of their 
important tranſaRions, or the intereſting events that 
befel them; fs Jacob ſer up the ſtone, which he had 
for his pillow + in Bethel, calling that place the 
houſe of God, where he dreamed of the ladder that 
ſtood on the earth, while its top reached to Heaven. 
He raiſed alſo a heap of ſtones or tower, for a me- 
morial of the covenant , which he made with Laban 
his father-in-law ;—and ſet up a pillar as a ſepul- 

chral monument, over the grave of Rachel his beloved 


wife. Names were given to fountains or ſprings near 


which memorable actions happened, ſo Abraham exl- 
led that Beerſheba 8, or the well of the oath, near to 
which he confirmed by oath a league of friendſhip, 
with Abimelech King of Gerar. Iſaac called 

two other ſprings , Efek and Rehoboth; be- 
8 his herdſmen had a contention with thoſe 
of Gerar for the firſt, who peaceably yielded up the 
latter to them. Jacob further cated theſe places 
Mahanaim and Peniel, where the Angels of God 
2 _ i. 12, &Cc* with 1 Cor. xi. 23. 


= Gen. xxviii. 1. f Gen. xxxi. 47. _$ Gen. xxi. 31. 
Xvi. 20, and 32, e 30. 
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met hin and where he faw the Lord face to face, 
who both ſpared his life, and gave him the name of 
Iſrael; and many cther inſtances of this might be 
given, but theſe may ſuffice. . 

The Greeks and Romans tell us, that their heroes, 
for the like reaſons, impoſed new names on many 
places, and the moſt ancient oftheſe heroes or cham. 
pions, that did really live on earth, are more modern 
than the age of the Patriarchs ; but many-of them 
are entirely heroes of romance, and fabulous cha- 
raters, that never had any real exiſtence. So Virgil 
makes ZAneas, the hero of his poem, impoſe names 


on many places, both cities, harbours, mountains, 
and promontories, which they bore long after, even 
in the days of that poet, and perhaps ſome of them 


at this very time. But when writing became well 
known, theſe memorials were diſuſed. And Moſes 
was commanded to write * an account of the victory 


which Iſrael obtained over Amalek at Rephidim; 


yet this order might be given long after the defeat ; 
and, for obvious reaſons, ſuch tranſpoſitions are fre- 
quent in the ſacred writings, as han as in profane 
hiſtory. | 
The very names of FY * are ſo many 
memorials, either of ſomething remarkable in their 
birth or character, or ſome diſtinguiſhing favour, 
which Almighty God + conferred on them: and fo 


a ſort. of compend of their hiſtory. Theſe were 
alſo inſtructive leſſons to their children, which they 


would 


N bas. Fxod. xvii. 14. Gen; xli. 51, 
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— explain to them with pleaſure ; called up the 
remembrance ot the divine goodneſs; and they 
proclaim the pious , gratitude of theſe good men to 
the bleſſed God for his mercies, and their tender 
concern for the happineſs of their poſſerity, and the 
virtue of their offspring. In theſe degenerate days, if 
parents would by ſuch engaging methods, inculcate 
early piety on their children, impreſs their minds 
with the fear of God, the belief of his providence, 
and the faith of his-pramiſes, and ſeaſon their ten- 
der hearts with the pleaſing remembrance of his ſpe- 
cial favour, and love to his ſervants and devout wor- 
ſhippers ; we ſhould ſoon ſee a happy change in the 
lives of men, or we might reaſonally expect a great 
reformation in the behaviour of profeſſors; —religi- 
on would certainly flouriſh and become the road to 
honour ;—holineſs and virtue, probity and honeſty, 
fortitude and temperance would abound ; and conſe- 
quently atheiſm and profaneneſs would fly from 
among us with ſhame and diſgrace : For when chil. 
dren are trained up in the way of piety, they will 
not readily in riper. years forſake the good old path, 
which their godly parents have trod. The right 
education of children * is the only ſecurity for the 


virtue of a riſing generation, and the moſt certain 


method of rearing a; holy ſeed, to ſerve the God of 
our fathers, with ſincere religion and conſtant zeal, 


when the preſent race is gone down to the grare, 
and ſhall fleep in the duſt, | 


" The 
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DETACHED ESSAYS. 
The patriarchs were, as has been already binted, 
free and independent princes. Their numerous fa. 
milies and houſholds were heir ſubſects, that owed 
allegiance to none but their pareiſt or maſter, who 
was indeed their king or ſovereign. One great dif. 
ference between Abraham and the kings or princes 
of theſe times, ſeems to lye in chis, — that he did not 
keep a ſplendid court, wanted or deſpiſed the empty 


ſhow of a royal equipage, or a vaſt train of worth- 
leſs ſervants, uſeleſs officers and troubleſome at. 


tendants, which only encumber and devour, rather 
than ſerve and benefit their miſter,—He was ſubject 
to no other king or monarch. Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, made leagues and alliances with the 
neighbouring princes, who courted their friendſhip, 
and dreaded their power.—We have no reaſon to 
think, that the Patriarch Abraham was at all inferior 
in dignity. or power to Abimelech, Amraphel, or 
Chedorlaomer, whom Ephron, a head of one of the 


Canaanitiſh rribes, acknowledges f to be a mighty 


Princes among them. For we can hardly think theſe 
four kings, | whom Abraham with his three allies 
defeated, and totally routed, were any more than the 
heads of ſo many tribes or cantons, or the chiefrains 
of ſo many clans ; nor can we eaſily believe that their 
kingdoms were much greater than'the dominions of 
theſe five kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. whom 
they conſpired" ro ſubdue, and reduce under their 
n And we know theſe five kings 'were 


only 


Gen X di. 32, with chap. xxvi, 26, 28. + Gen. XXiii. 6. 
| þ Gea. xiv, / | 55 
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only each of them, the ruler of a ſingle town 9 
city, with its adjoining fields, farms and villages ; for 
the whole extent of theſe five kingdoms was, per- 
haps, not ſo great as one of the largeſt counties in 
Fngland. And ſuch were all the kings which Joſhua 
ſubdued in Canaan * four hundred years afrer che 
the days of Abraham. The account, which the 
Rabbies, or Hebrew doctors, give of this invaſion; 
and the reaſons of it, is rather curious than certain, 
yet may prove entertaining to ſome readers. 
They tell us that, in the diviſion which Noah made 
of the earth among his ſons and their children, Ca- 
naan fell to the lot of Shem and his offspring; but 
that Canaan the ſon of Ham, ſeized this country by 
violence, expelled the proprietors, and by flagrant 
injuſtice kept the poſſeſſion, which they had ob- 
tained, in ſuch an unlawful manner. That the four 
kings, who had twelye years before ſubdued the 

cities-jof the plain—and now came to impoſe the 
yoke on theſe kings which they had ſhaken off, were | 
the deſcendants of Shem, and only recovered the 
inheritance of their fathers. — Therefore God gave 
them ſucceſs in rhis juſt war, and they conquered the 
Rephaims, Zuzims, Emims, Horites, and Amalekites, 
as well as the Sodomites, &c. who were all the pol. 
terity of Ham, and ſpoiled theſe countries, to indem 
nify themſelves for the loſs which they had ſuſtained, 
by the encroachment theſe people had made up- 
on 


9 Joſh. xil. 24. 
*. Saurin's diſcourſes, Sur. du V. & N. T. tom. * dif. 12. pag. 180. 
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on their poſſeſſion, which they had ſo long detained; 


But that God over-ruled it ſoz. that Abraham did 
conquer theſe kings, to ſhew that be ſhould inherit 


Y; 


this land, not by Noah's diviſion, but by the promiſe 
of the God of the whole earth: * who divided the 
nations, and fixed the bounds of the people accord- 
ing to the number of the children of Iſrael. They 
further ſay, that Shem, who i is Melchiſedec, by their 
aſſertion. did chearfully atquieſe in the divine ap. 
pointment, adjudged this country to Abraham, and 
gave him poſſeſſion by bleſſing, and refreſhing him 
with bread and wine, when he returned from the 
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BP „Gentlemen, a eee e 

4 you propoſe in "your - uſeful Magus; to re- 
Ttommend religion, and to reprove vice and immora- 
iy, that the former may meet with. the regard, 

N aud the latter be treated with that contempt, which 
theſe ſeverally: deſerve; the. deſign | is laudable, and 
1 wiſh you all fucceſs Every. attempt of this forty? 
merits encouragement, and that Imay contribute ſome: 

thing toward, fo good. * purpoſe, if you think the 
following thoughts on profaneneſs worthy of a. place 

in that publication, by inſertiug thein, you . will .oblige 


| 


Four eonſtade readery and, , OP. 8 Tr, 

1 1 e „ . ts 
3 "Your friend and well-wiſher,.. My 
Darlington. Bt; | Ev3xmiuc I 
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"IRS and - ilthlery, or an hahitaal cos 
| tempt, of God and, his. ervice, religion and its pre- 
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bepis, is; Auch. a, complicarion of folly; maaneſs and 
lacie, fo Rrange a, mixrhre of vices go and 


Tony, af one would readily | think and” bopef no 
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"man of 1 od ſudymerit, can fall mito, far lets: con- 
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ebriſtianity has been long profeſſed, eſtabliſhed, 
Fichly endowed, and highly encouraged; whore. the 
goſpel is preached; and fairly propounded in all its 
conemncing evidence, glorious diſcoyeries,. facred 
.dptrines, holy Precepts,. powertul | morives, , and 
precious promiſes.” Are there not with us, even 
with us alas! too many who live without God, and 
eonfequently withoat hope in the world? 1 lay. with- 
; out hope, for what hope can a. habitual blaſphemer 
4 of the God that m e him. entertain? What proſ- 
Sug pet can the avowed deſpiſer of the Sayzour who re- 
_ deemed him, and of his glorious gofpe!, have af fafery 
here, or happinefs hereafter? Is R poſſible or cre- 
dible that a reaſonable and prudent man can live, or 
_ ſpend his days 1 in a way that neither yields him pre- 
fent peace and comfort, nor gives hint any ground 
to expect future joy and ſatisfaRtion? Can that man be 
thought wife, or in his ſound fenſes; who. paſſes 
through this world ſecure and anconcerned, where 
he is conſtantly expoſed to number]efs dangers Afien 
inroſyed in fore troubles, and tormented with alarm. 
ing fears, and muſt ſoon die, either i in brutal ſtapt- 
dity or dreadfut horror, and plunge at haſt into end- | 
bless miſery and unutterable woe ?—=No furelj, 
whatever he may be in other things, in the matters 
of God and religion, and in the eye of his maker, 
he x 2 toof, utterly void of underſtanding ; - there- 
fore he that made him will not have mercy on Rim, 
and he that formed kim will ſhew bim no favour, if 
ke Pee in this abſurd and 3 
iu 4 * 
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vidür.— Of this man, Solomon's obſervation i fiſt 
and ſtricthy true, an untimely!birth f is better than he. 


He Rath much better reaſon than Job had of dd: 


to curſe the day of his birth, for what the Saviour 
(kd of the 1raitor Judas, will apply to ſuch an abut»: 
doned mortal in all its force : „It had been beiter 
for Him that he had never been born.“ For, * 
ſure às God lives, it ſhall fare ill with the wicked, 


he ſhall dat the fruit of his doings, and the reward = 
of his hands Ihall be rendered unto him. And What 
God hath denounced in his word, he confirms-by* 


his works: We fee with our own eyes, that righ-' 
teoulneſs tendeth to life; piety and virtue is the 
road to happineſs and comfort even in this world; 
but whoever purſues any wicked courſe, does it to 
his own hurt and very great loſs. And there are very 
few, if any, men of wicked lives, who do not at 
length regret their vices with deep concern, and la- 
er! impiety with bitter, tho? perhaps unavails: 
ing remarſe. But where is the man to be found, 
that ever repented af his piety, or was grieved, that 
he had ſerved his God with too much zeal, and kept 
his precepts with great care and diligence ? —_— 
old Joſhua offers it to the choice of the liraelites, 
whether they will worſhip Jehovah, the God of 
their Fathers, or the idols of the natiens around 
them ; * which he does only that he may confirm 


them in their fidelity to the Lord'of Hoſts, and obe- 


S For, herb he, as for me and my 


houſe 


- Joh, xxiv. its, 
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houſs ar family, whom I can command, and tha: 
will follow my counſel or pattern, we will ſerve: (the . | 
4 cleare to his worſhip, and obſerve. his pre- : 
And he had the beſt teaſori tor this pions: re 
Sia, viz, * That not one good [wor had failed 
of all that God had ever ſpoken, but He had already; | 
fulfilled with the ſtricteſt fidelity,” every promiſe ö 
Which he bad given; either ta chat people or their 
fathers. Now this Jeſhua was à great man, an ib 
luſtrious bero, a wiſe prince and victorious general, 
Ahzbſe teſtimony'is of great weight, and deſerves the 
higlieſt regard, to which many sthers might be 
added,, But can one ſingle man. Higb or low, be 
produc ed In ay age of the world, or. in all the re- 
cords of. Hiſtory, who. hath: ever giren ſuch teſtimo- 
n for vice, itreligion, or profauneſs? Not one 
that Know, or have heard of in any country. 
EY hope to be excuſed, kor giving here dome wort 
_—_— of, rhe. manner. in Which an eminent pate 
ft, the. | worle\, aboye - te bündred ears 
SD I mean, Cerdihal Wolfer, Who Was 
much fameg or rd wiſdom and earning! 
too, aud figured, i in as high a lation, as almoſt any 
biet in Eprope, öher pefore; : Ar ſinte] big, 
une, Fes; Fbis.;may_tolt che. vH A- his princes; 
18 Was forſaken by al his trienglss except. bisfairh« 
ty} ryan. Thomas roms After wars Earl of Ef- 
N Rais worth, our. pains to: ehquire, what he 
wy gags des of end and reibe. f, lie 
Anett leres 
TTY 
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ill heit native, beauty and heavenly luſtre. 
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ſervice, of God and the world, the favour of . Jeho-,. "i 
rah and the friendſhip of princes. When the ſplen- =_ 
dor, of Fourrs, and « dy grandeur, did not dazzle * 


2 HIS IR 


his, eyes, but he could {ce truth, piety and . Per 1 


* 


; den, what he lays to his ſervant and only friend Tn. 


the Be of the Pr ince of dramatic e Sh; . | 


: ſpear. via 


| wah did nor. chink tg ſhed a tear. 

lu all my miſeries, but thou haſt forced me, — 

Optof thy honeſt truth, to play 1 the woman. 3 

Les, dN our ene chus He hear me Connell 5 AI 
«03 10 7 os af i ar.a 

Mark: bur my. fall and that which ruiged. wer, 


8 Crom Well, 1 charge thee, fling away, ambition, 4 
F mid e vice that 9h ee le 8 10 


7 


* ex 7 . p 30 "x p 4 -— | 5 
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— 0 Cromwell, Cromwell 
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act bur ſerved. my God with half the zeal . 


Had 


1 punch my King. he would not in Pe ge : 
"Hare lelt me Fee N enemy. 0 74 120 BE. 


chan a4 FG 75; 2X __ 

Tes are e words of . West A an L,coragly wit, 
but alas, dt a r; good; wan, when: very near hi: = 
end, and they ar e fu. to draw tears from every feels = 
ing heart: yer = bear a noble. teſtimony to the "_ 


bonquy and excellence of religion, given at;a.time 


when, men are neither uſed to flatter nor diſſemble, . 


wenden the profane mockers of God aud his wor- '% 'Y 


il Ke 


5 ET | | dap 
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. r en | 
=_—— at auen fade e Watt, anl. NO "the flertg 
= iy ka ber rr Ur ths of OO Printe Ee | 
Fe 1 70 1 Wim Started Gimjith ben 
ih il dans“ n Peder, 24 Möeck f ben =o 
5 400 Wa Jkt {orbit te Pike of 
A ali wiel coftpate it his; the end or final Aon 
le wicked ebuftier ad 4rabitipns Prelate, which may 
1 beg for a ſample « of profane mortals, and their "= 
iments when they leave the world. Let theſe 
ſcorners farther figure fo themſelves, che painful 
anguiſh and Cutting reflection, "thar then pierced che 
| heart of this unhappy « cardinal, Aud Wöunded bim td 
w.e ery ſoul ; and let them "be tbemlelree, Whether 
BR they would nox rather wiſh to die the . of the 
Sad rigkteons, chan have their fouls gath dere With in. 
= ners, and make their graves with the Wicked, o or 
| their eterbal Abdde with the fearfb! and unbeliening 
in the infernal lake: I know ſome of thoſe people 
will alledge, that thele are only the dreams of vil 
onaries, àud the fi8ions of pricſts, and they bellers 
5 vone of theſe matters. But men dy nor dit ta dream 
1 on a death bed, vor invent and propagate lies, when 
—_ the grim tyrant brandiſbes his fatal dart, and is ready 
d où fleike chat terrible blow, which cauſes the body 
to return to the duſt, and the ſpirit to God who 
gave it: and things will be juſl as they are, ROE 
= oe” men believe or diſbelieve them. BY 
=_ "Verity, there is à God that judgeth i in the earth; 
Z | his works prove bis being and thew forth his name, 
w character, r The world of nature 
ö proclains 
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een e445 . 
ben this aloyg. 19- 615rx narioh. nhdee. ee 
apd rhexe ie pe people vor telbes whole aids arg % 
ſtupid, of, wah ech, n J pappe Wai they 
eng * the ngics, por utderſtand ths; Jaygyioc 
25 wy erald. wn ol — . —.— Bay 


Sas 


ind een dim, | lie will, rg, wy by 
Mickeg who forget te ſeek. or ang to ſerve. Yigg 
Jaco Icy: and endleſs miſery... 
Now, if profane men wil not amb chat his i; is er 
tain; tho? nothing can be more ſurt, for Hoc uſt 
delight in goodneſs, and hate evil, vice and ini: 
quity ; yet they cannot deny chat it is both, , poſlible 
and probable there may be a God, Who will bring 
every work into Judgment. Fith ever ſecret, as well ; 
as open, crime. And if there is a Ge bey muſt "i 
be eternally miſerable, who lead profane and diſſo. 4 
ite lives ; and if there be no God what do they 4A 
gain? Os every ſüppoſition, they renounce all hopes 
of everlaſting life and future happineſs: While the | 
tighteous and pious man, if there is a good being 
at the head of the univerſe, muſk be finally happy - 4 
aud if there ſtiould be no future jadgment, or here- 
after, he has nothing i. to fear. Virwe i Is its n re e 
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"* life, idr 20 change of future haphibets” iy ＋ 
the greacelt} poſſible riſæ 'of _ miſery. "And 
"IN this is. not madneſs "Whete ir to be found! 2 
"EY But every nation KM Lak, does ar leaſt ſurmiſe 
and all ſober and reatodable / men do; bell ieve bn the 
* 'beſt grounds, that there Is 2 'A ſtate ny rewards and 
puniſhments after death. Wo is then the wiſe man? 
None certainly, but he that fears God, and keeps 
* diz commandments, ſo faid Solomon 2 his father 
EF. David of old, who | were both vety great kings, 
| learned. princes, profound philoſophers, inſpired 
teachers and divine poets, inferior to none that have 
yet appeared. To theſe 1 beg leave to ſubjoin the 
- ſentiments of the pious Dr. Young” i in his ode, iy- 


titled, the Ocean. 
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405 —The foul refided i is ll inclined; — 

| 'To every. moral excellence ; 3 fr 
"All vice is dull, the knave's x fool, 
| And'y virtue is ache child of ſenſe, — _ 
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_ 2 5 1 is the 3 errant. fool in natur E EY fays, 
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EO that there 1 is no God, wiſhes, 6 of. behaves, as. if there 
3 *Y were no God. Afatberleß world, a forlorn univerſe, 
2 creation without a creator, f 18 rl | moſt monÞrous 


1 abſurdity, and the. "moſt diſmal bebe, that can enter 
SI 1 the heart df man to conceive. 31 or if we dome i m. 
bo life wi without knowing ng bow, 55 be any 

158 have, that be thall o ink n 9 moment 
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If all is chance, where Is hope ? Is i is extinguiſhed, | 
unerly deſtroyed. . But what. wiſe man would' give 
up his hope. of future blis ; rhis is the divine eordial 
which revives The human key cart, the f ficred ſeaſohing 
which gives life All its reliſh, adds a zeſt to every 
pleafure, ſoothes e every pang . of grief, and allevi- 
ares..cvery forrow or diſtreſs ; therefore they do 
ſomething worſe, than if they. took the ſan out of 
the," world, "who deny and would deſtroy God their 
maker, that giyes us ſongs 1 in the darkeſt night of 
aflidion or danger; who would, if they could, rob 
us of hope, and ſpoil us rogether with themſelves 
of every Joy, and make us poor indeed. Hear or 
read pious Dr. Young again on this topic or com- 


plaint, in his Night Thoughts, 7 night, page 180. 


a « Could'ft thou. perſuade. me, the next a life could fail 
4 Our ardent wiſhes, how ſhould I pour =. 
« My bleeding heart! in anguiſh, new, as decp! 
1 a Could vengeance, {trike much emer pk 8 s 
Plant 8 TAR. 
C A thinking being i in a world like this.” 


ile away hope, a can theſe hope, who de 
dot believe i in God! „„ e,; 
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« Why ſenſe ? why if N if but ro eb. then 
« To what I was twice RE H an woch wee!” 0 
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"So < proceeds to paint r 5 Amt 1 A F 


45 ſtrengrh « of 'reafoh, forte 0 of imagination, and 


Lord liveth, 12 


energy of hugusge Without the feat exaggeration, But 
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b cffed be. dür rock, and let tlie 


let profane n wks fa or think what they pleaſe, tlte 


» Gi; 


God of our Salvation be Exalted* He wall endure 
ſor erer, +, ke ke hath p pre} repared his thröne for judg- 
ment,: and ſhall 1 © rewards . e fo 
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is no ebe 1259 men are 7 1 more brutiſh and ab- 


ſurd, who. Profel $ to ' believe 1 in n God, Hur in Works 
deny, him, m mal e their belly thejr C Gel, or lere 


9 I 4182 


5 their luſts : and 978 7 rhammon. go 81 


O chat every ſuch finner 1 ve ou FRO life, 
and turn from all, his vices, that. ſuch wicked 
men might no longer "be found in the Sa; hen 


nothing would hurt or deſtro in all God's 1 


hk 7 Bf 


mountain. Theſe are mad wied, lg wy wildly fling 


about fire brands, arrows and death, aud Pau 


after all, if one is diſpleaſed with their rudeneſs and 
impiety, they Will perhaps alledge, they are all this 
| while only in ſport? why fuld ny blame or reprove 
them. for being merry at 3 own Nik ? Muſt one 

* | then, 
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facred ns blaſphemed which men an 
vere, and A God afffonced, 1 
heayen adore.? No, ther ff is 0 1 5 
ed mortals 174 urigus 

i 3 madneſs, hat claims- our piry LET Jet docs 
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they filently, a and out of courgef to Fl hear tllat 
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58. 20 00 the finger, nor. exfenuate apy "of His 


crimes,, beeauſe.it 1 is s yoluntary ; ; he e phuſes, f. he affedts, 
he prefers this jmpious frenzy ro ſober wiſdom, * 


ſound knoydedge, an gd lain common ſenſe. Thels 


fools might | be:wiſe, if if they Would Hear inſtruction; "ud 


buy they are generally puffed up with pride, 0 

inded with a, groundleſs opinion, that they are 
wiſer than all other people, while in truth' they are! 
more bruſh than any man, and do not ſhew the ui. 


| derſtanding of reaſonable beings : 25 Tf it would not 


affront theſe peaple, whom one wiſhes not to diſ- 
pleaſe, bur only to reclaim from their fins, and make” 
aſhamed of their crimes; it might be aſſerted, that 


91 F 


however they may be Parteg in the comnion opi- 


nion of the world, they are more fooliſh than the 
ideot. © So nature's foal by learning's ah 


| Juſt as à miſer, who ſtarves amldſt his bags of money, 


e chan che beggar in his rags, Want, with 
offers, is a a greater curſe thin” Vinh an apy 


#4 2 . 
pocket, . | > IE 1 


Again chere is Einditing" 0 Mager perverſe, 
and ſhockingly: unnatural or baſe, in a habitual con- 
fempt of God and divine laws, that an inſpired vl 


rex ſuppoſes i inanjmate patirre to be el. andere. 
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apgels 18. | 
all "the hoſts of 


eſpeft d due to b 
lievers, " This 
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1; vrrTacnen nooa'y's. | 


eiſtreſled at fach a prodigy of ingratitude, and te 
= » condemn theſe monſters of i impiety. Hear O hea- 
* vens, faith God, and x give ear O earth, I have nou- 
8 riſhed, and brought up children, and they have r re- 
* elled againſt me. Tho' the OX knoweih his owner, | 
&c. Another Prophet, by a very bold figure of 
ipeech, calls upon the heavens to ſtand aſtoniſhed», 
and the earth to be confounded at this worle than 
trutiſh ſtupidiry of profane mortals ; and indeed 
what can be conceived, more horribly vile, thay 2 
reaſonable creature, a man, continually ſuſtained by. 
the power, guarded by. the providence, and liberally, 
applied by the bounty of Almighty. God, yet can- 
ſlaatly inſulting, abuſing, and with rudeſt impiety, 
affronting his maker, his moſt generous friend, and 
unwearied benefactor. This ſpectacle, which yet 
may be too often ſeen, is ſo horribly diſguſtful, that 
| there is reaſon. to belieye, if ſuch finners would only 
conſider their conduct in this ity true light; ; they 
would bluſh, ms Renken and reform their 
lives. TIS LY N | | 
- Every. good. man will pity a hardened ran. 
greſſors, and fervently pray that God may give them 
— repentance, and forgive the thoughts o of eir hearts, 
their impious reaſonings, or rather ra 88, their 
blaſphemous talk, and. their ungodly deeds; and if 
this ſhould fall into the hands of any that haye, im- 
bibed ſuch, horrid principles, ox are entangled i in ſuch 
wmonſtrous practices; Jet. mg, tho”. yoknown, obreſt, 
| bagd-enveat them, for. the love of their own ſouls, 
| ts, 
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to e conſider their pa, ponder the path which they 
* and think ſeriouſly. of their latter end, liſten 
attentively to the voice of reaſon and conſcience, 
and give religion a, fair. and candid. £xamiyation, be- 
fore they condemn aud finally rejeoſt the goſpel :, And 
if this favour is granted, I have na doubt. but they; 
will ſoon ſee the neceflay, viſdam and propficty, of 
hearkening to the counſel, af the hleſſed God, and, 


turning at the reproof of his ſon: Then, will they — 
repent, amend cheir ways, pruopnce their. vices, = 


and break off all their fins by a thorough. reforga- 
tion: And ſeeing their guilt, perceiving their 
wretchedneſs and danger, caſt their burthened fouk 
on a Saviour, and reſt their perplexed heart on the 
promiſes of the goſpel ; calling upon God by fervent 
prayer, and feeking his favour and imploring his 
grace by earneſt ſuppliration and unwearied de vo- 
con. This important work which may have been 
long delayed, cannot be too ſoon begun or ſpecdily 8 
finiſhed. Now is the accepted time and a moſt pro- 

per ſeaſon, to enter upon a religious courſe of life 
When a new year begins, and a revolution of twelve 
months, has thrown us all ſo much nearer the end ofa 
ſhort, and very uncertain life, which can hardly be 
prolonged beyond ſeventy or eighty years, and may 
expire before the {ertiug of ro-morrow's ſun : Then 
whatever is to be done in the important buſineſs of | 
teligion, ought to be diſpatched with all Nenne ex- 
pedition, for t there i: 13 no time to loſe. : 
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HE 4a para of erty joy 1 nl ff 
"May Pat the' little · muded * 5 9560 5200 
But all the world's delafive toys: i an * els 3; 
+ Soon fitwrate-tho'heavenly foul: NE NY 
# In all her Works, creation cfies, pfl o. 5 2022590] 
In {trains might” wake the dulleſt ear qr * 
KL The man deceiyes himſelf, who trier . 
Bah | 20 35 * farlsfattion here." „ Nr J A 


„That clothe. the mee, ar decks the = . 
eas fo, th exerpa] e 
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Riches and haves ran We . es 
No laſbing pleaſure to the mindz... A 
| in Thee alone, all-gracigus Lords, 
_ -«Ynſullied comfort can I find. IR 
This ſweeteſt blandiſhments of ſenſe; 5 5 0 
Like pollou'd daggets, Nana heart 4 - 
wy ſhoulda I linger in ſuſpenſe? Laut datt 
Wich them, for ever, let me part! RAS 
Nor can the ſinful ſervice done LOO onto 
3 nie ynrighteous, vile, and poor, © loc id 
For my iniquities atone, 105 1 1170 
Or exerlaſting life procure. N d inlet 
Such filthy rags, and mantle ror, * 
The heavenly manſions would diſgrace : 
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My Poul t theſe tatter d garments ſcorn 3... 
Receive thy Saviour' s 5ghteouſneſs... - 


For An's remiſſion, did he pay 


- glorious ranſom by lis death? . # 
. as thine, to God 5 —5 5 „ 


. To ſave thee from eternal wrath, 


Obedience to the law divine; 
In all its precepts, did he give FF 
This alſo boldly claim as chin, 
That thou mayſt ne ver ceaſe to lire, * > 
Doth-darknels intellectual brood. 
By gloomy nature, ober thy mia ? 
The goſpe)- ſun diſpels this cloud; 
Thy heavenly Prophet heals the blind. 


Do ſeas. of guilt o erwhelm thy head, "+ u 


Would laſh thee to the loweſt hell > 


Bedew'd with blood thy pardon read: 
Thy Prięſt endur'd, the rengeance fell, g 

Do latent luſts annoy, thy peace? 
Art troubled with external foes?” 

Corruption ſhall be killed by grace; 

Thy King all enemies d'erthrows. 


The ſoul with heav'nly hunger fir'd; ; 
la Jeſus ſinds abundant ſtore: 

E. all that granted, or deſir d; 
Let ſtill there's 8 more 
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continue to revive-- 
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4 the PATRIARC HS. 


[ Continued From page 1 28. ] | 


Wnarzvgn eredit may be due to this tradi- 
ton, the moral or procuring cauſe of the invaſion 
may. be eaſily aſſigned, and concerns us more, which 
the ſacred hiſtorian glances at, when he tells us the 
people of Sodom * were wicked exceedingly before 
the Lord: This no doubt provoked his Majeily to 
fend the ſword of war againſt theſe cities, to puniſh 
the inhabitants for their horrid crimes, and as they 
did not receive correction nor reform their lives, bug 
walked. contrary to Almighty God, he alſo walked 
contrary unto them, and after giving ſome further 
ſpace to repent, at len gth poured lus fury upon them 
to the very uttermoſt, conſumed them with fire from 
heaven, or chunder and lightning, who had burned 
jn unnatural luſt ; ; and reduced their country, hitherto 
fruitful as the garden of the Lord, into a ſtinking 
lake, in which, if we may believe ſome travellers, 
no creature can live. And alas! how often hath a 
righteous God, ſince chat time, turned a fertile land? 
into a deſert, for the {ins of the inhabitants & Ne 
doubt that others, who ſee or hear of theſe jadg- l 
ments, may fear, repent, and no more offend their 
creator, by ſuch enormous wickedneſs. But to re- 
turn from this digreſſion ; the chief difference bes. 
J » 98 tween” 
Nei, 34. | 
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tweeti Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; rheſe he'rs of 
the divine promiſe, and tlte kings or princes of later 
ages, ſeems to to lie in this, viz. That they did not 
fix their reſidence in any particular town, or city, but 
dwelled in tents, and ſhifted their habitations, as 
choice inclined them, or circumſtances required, and 
they continued in this, wandering ſtate, becauſe they 
were commanded to ſojourn in that land as ſtrangers,* 
tho“ God had promiſed to give it as an inheritance 
to their offspring, but they looked for, and with 
earneſt deſite expected the better, the heavenhy 
tountry. This courfe of life ſerved at once, as an 

evidence and trial of their faith. - 

Another reaſon might alſo weigh with theſs patria 
archs, and determine them to this wandering ſtate, 
which is ſtill in uſe among many iribes and nations of 
the eaſt, ſuch as both the Tartars and Arabs. That 
their frequent removes from one place 0 another, 
hindered them from forming very intimate connec - 
tions with the people of the land, and in ſome mea- 
fare ſecured them from the infection of their vices, 
who were growing daily more corrupt and degene- 
rated very faſt, until the:+ meaſure of their iniquities 
was filled up to the very brim; ſo that at length the 
very j land ſpued them out with horror, as unable 
any longer to bear their abominations. Theſe good 
men, like the Rechobites in || the days of Jeremiah 
the ann, ene WR Ted that ſober life, 
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and followed the employment of ſhepherds, who 
longeſt retain primitive virtue and innocence, and 
lateſt contract the infection of rheſe vices, which ge- 
nerally begin in crowded eities or wealthy towns, 
where opulent inhabitants wallow in affluence and 
luxury: Leſt by frequent converſe wih the Canaan- 
ites, they ſhould be led to partake with them in their 
ſins, be involved in their 'guilt, and ſo ſhare with 
them in their plagues; Obſerve: what befel Lot, 
who red in Sodom, He was firſt led away captive 
by the four conquering kings, and only refeued from 
fſavery by his uncle Abraham and his victorious 
troops. His * very foul was vexcd from day to day 
with the abominable prafiices ot his. filthy neigh- 
bours, and he was only delivered by the 'righteouf- 
neſs of his life, from the conſtagration or fire that 
devoured the cities of the plain. Doubtleſs the fer- 
vent prayers of Abraham + contributed alfo to pro- 
cure his miraculous reſcue from the midſt of the 
oxerthrow. But ſtill he loſt his wife by ? a terrible 
ſtroke, and it is alſo probable, he here learned to 
drink wine to intoxication; which involved him in 
the unnatural crime of inceſt with his own daughters. 
One would almoſt ſuſpect too, that theſe young la- 
dies had eontrateds n ton. fiom * og 
ſo. long in Sodom. 
The deſcent of Jacek _ his family into "FIEM 
might = be over-ruled by Dixine Providence, te 
ſerve 
2 Pet. ii. 8. + Gen. xviii. 24. ' 
{ Gen, ix. 26, — with 31—36 verſes. 
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ſerve this among other purpoſes, namely, to prevent 
them from falling into the vices of the inhabitants of 
Canaan. God's ways are in the ſea, and his paths 
in the deep Waters; ſo that bis ſootſteps are not 
known, nor are his deſigns clearly ſeen by weak and 
ignorant mortals. Perhaps too, the oppreſſion of 
the Iſraelites in Egypt contributed, as much as the 
fear of God, to reſtrain them from che ſins, and 
make them regard with horror the crimes of their 
cruel oppreſlors ; ; at the ſame time chat it wight be 
a fatherly correction of their own vices, try their 
faith in the divine promiſe, awaken them roferyor and 
aſſiduity in their deyotign, and ſo prepare their 
hearts, that Jehovah might hear their prayers, ang 
ſend them deliverance, . For when ever we are hum- 
bled under the mighty hand, of God, in due time we 
Hall be lifted up, which things wa the Pars $ ut 
COOL . 45207 
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4 
- 


f the PATRIARCHS. 
Weir Riches 1780 eg 


„ 


x 5 been ſaid. in the prepedipg chapeer, that 
the parriarchs, Abrabam, Iſaac, &c. were indepen- 


dent princes, as powerful and reſpectable as the 


neighbouring kings of theſe, countries, in which 


they ſojourned. Reaſons, bave been alſo aſſigned, | 


why they choſe this wandering and uafixed way of 
life, I would now obſerve, that theſe ancient Prin- 
ces had alſo conſiderable: wealth, which always gives 
power, authority and influence | to the poſſeſſor. 
Riches and poverty are comparative terms, and ab 
ways bear a reſerence to the age and country in 


Which the perſons haye lived, or dwell, whom we 


deſcribe as wealthy and opulent, or poor and indi- 
gent. Abraham was a rich, as well as mighty: prince 
in Canaan i in his time, though compared with Euro- 
pean monarchs i in our times, he would be conſidered 
rather as a poor king and petty ſovereign. And whar 
need we wonder at this, when we reflect, that many 
ſübjects, peers, merchants, or private gentlemen, poſ- 
leſs more Wesleh 1 in this illand now, than the king 


| of this country could call his property eight or nine 
Yondrod Tees 86. ende the patriarchs 
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were rich, and their wealth conſiſted chiefly in 
cattle, flocks and herds. :Strely Abraham had great 
ſtore of ſheep, oxen, cows, &c. when he 
was obliged 'to ſeparate from His nephew Lot, be. 
cauſe. the land was not able to bear them: Their 
ſubſtance was ſo great, that they could uot find pa. 
ture, aud a wide enough range for their'cattle to 
feed together. Jacob alſo, when he returned from 
Meſopotamia, had very great ſubſtance; for che pre. 
ſent which he gave dis brother Eſau; F conſiſted of 
more than five hundred head of cattle, aud theſe ſa 
judieiouly choſen and ſorted, chat the people who un. 
derſtand grazing cattle, and country affairs beſt, do 
aſſert, that in praportionitiy the number of males to 
the females, Jacob ſhe wed a maſterly ſkill,” and that 
| he well underſtood the'bilineſs of breeding as well 
as feeding; For this remark 1 am indebred to a 
jearned writer I already quoted, fo that if it ſhould 
not apply to this country, it ſeems ir ill holds in 
Flanders and Holland; Ec. Where that author lived, 
From this preſent of Hegb, as well as from the 
inventory of Job's ſubllance, wwe jearn Whar Kinds of 
eattle they bred in chele titties, viz; ſuecp, goats, 
camels,” cowes add" alles; but we do not find they 
. her Fylde or dete $' 82 Send Wunde 
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of cattle which they fed obliged them to ſearch for 
ſprings, to dig wells, and prepare ciſterns, for wa- 
tering their flacks; i in.a country where it rained ſel. 
dom, and there were but few rivers, of which the 
Jordan was by far the moſt conſiderable, and their 
© brooks or, zivulets were frequently dried up in the 
ſummer months. The patriarchs alſo ſeem to have 
poſſeſſed a great number of ſlayes, which were, I pre- 
ſume, the only ſervants in theſe ages, except ſuch as 
might have their freedom given them for their fide- 
lity and diligence in their maſters buſineſs, Tr is not 
eaſy to account otherwiſe for this early introduction 
of ſlavery, which in its modern tate, is juſtly con- 
ſidered as an unnatural degradation. and cruel op- 
preſſion, of a great part of the human race, whom 
God created in his own image, and all equally free. 
Certain it is, that Abraham had a great number of 
lares, who gould on the ſhorteſt notice, levy no 
leſs than three hundred and eighteen, from among 
them that had been horn in his own houſe, and 
trained up by himſelf, all fit to, bear arms. Now 
by proportion, one may infer, there muſt have been 
in his houſhold, à good many old men and young 
boys, or ſtriplings, unfit, for war, beſide many wo« 
men and children, and alſo not a few ſlaves whom he 
had bought with his money, and not reaned in his 
family, nor perhaps taught the uſe of arms. Far- 
ther Abraham + is expreſiy ſaid by Moſes to have 
been zich an gill and. Mets. as. s well as R when 
he 
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be returned out of Egypt. Ard the ear-rings > ind 


bracelets, which Eleazar * by his maſter” s order, 
preſented to Rebecca, weighed no ks" than ſix 


ounces of gold, by the Fo El of onde anti- 


quaries who bave minütely enquired into theſe mat- 
ters. According to the value which gold bare in 
this iſland two thouſand years after the times of the 
parriarchs, this would have been a preſent not un- 


1 becoming a prince of this kingdom to his fc. 


ture queen or elpouſed wife. It allo does appear, 
that he like other princes coitied money, with which 
he made purchaſes, when goods or cattle were not 


| acccpred 1 in exkhange; ; for barter was doubtleſs the 


firſt way of trading or carrying on traffick, as the 
very terms uſed by the ancients f relating to com. 
merce plaioly evince. And it is worth our notice, 
that the purchaſe of the cave and field of Machpe. 


2 hb, -which Abraham bought of Ephron the Hittite, 


is the very firſt bargain of fale, of which we haye 


any ahthentic account, either in facred or profane 


hiſtory. [| And there, after the price was fixed by 


the ſeller, and agreed fo by the e Abraham, 


ve 


OED} — „Gen: ot ail i Wh 


; 42 The, ahi king Alfred, the. richeſt. of our id kinks, and af 


2 prince as a2y of his ſucceſſors, who, died. towards the end of 

the nioth century, bequeathed, by his will 0% l. apiece to bis two 
and 100 J. a- piece to his thrre daughters, i in ali 13001; which 

in is alledged, might be equal in quantity ef ſi wer to 3700 l. of our 
money, as it is computed.and i in power or value, to 440901. which i 
fun nd great fortune for a king of England; and Abraham or Iſaac's 


preſent to Rebecca, according to the "ſame rules of calcalation and 


proportion might he worth 280 l. and upwards as I gdels. 
Se Dr. Henry's hiſtory of Great FRY Vol. It. Clap. VII sf 
obrthmerce. 
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Some Stritures on the inſtitution of the Lord's Supper. 


; T far ordinance, which in ſcripture is made 

known by the name of the Lord's Supper, is gene- 
rally owned to be a ſtated ſervice in the church of 
God. Moſt chriſtian ſocieties agreeing to walk to. 
gether in the fellowſhip of the goſpel, and in the 
punctual conſcientious obſervance of Chriſt's ordinan- 
ces, haye done this in remembrance of him. Our 
great Maſter was bimſelf the firſt adminiſtrator of this 
ordinance, for in that night in which he was berray- 
ed he took bread, &c. Hereby it came to be recom- 
mended by his nen as well as fanGibed by his 
authority. 

With regard to har. | is oral and rifle. in this 
New Teſtament inſtitution, there i is nothing pompous 
or ſplendid, nothing ſuited to the carnal taſte of men, 
or adapted to ſtrike the imagination. No wonder 
then, that the croſs of Chriſt, in this repreſentation | 
of it, as well as in its own nature, ſhould be fooliſh- 
neſs to many. | 

This accounts for what has been done to make a- 
mends for, irs ſimplicity : The table of the Lord has 
been turned i into an altar; and the elements,vamped up 
into a maſs, have been conſecrated into an. adored hoſt. 
We ought to bleſs God that our Proteſtant churches 
have, on the whole, returned to the ſimplicity. of the 
goſpel, as in other inſtances, ſo in the obſervance of 
the Lord's Supper ; and that to not a few, among the 

U Alſlereut 
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different denominations of chriſtians, Chriſt Jeſus and 
his croſs are therein the wiſdom of God, Exen the 
circumſtance of the choice, and appointment of bread 
and wine, to repreſent the broken body and ſhed 
blood of Chriſt, will appear, on cloſe and ſerious re- 

collection, to have a great beauty and fitneſs in it. 
Two things cannot be thought of more comprehen. 
fively ſuited to the neceſſity and comfort of animal 
nature. By the one it is ſubſtantially ſupported ; by 
the other wonderfully refrefhed in its greateſt lan. 
guiſhments. Theſe two things may be called the 
cream of the creation, in relped of what is appointed 


for the ſuſtenance of men's natural lives, or to regale 


and gladden their ſpirits. Well fitted, therefore, to 
repreſent the cream of all things, the croſs of Chriſt, 

in which is concentered every thing excellent and 
| glorious,and from which are derived ſtrength and con- 

ſolation to the believing ſoul, in and by the eating of 
this bread and drinking this cup, 

The reverence and eſteem of Chriſtians for this 
inſtitution, are farther engaged from the conſideration 
of other important uſes defigned and anſwered by it, 
beſides what relates to their own comfort and edifi 

cation. As often as ye eat this bread, aud way 
this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death rill he come. 
Were we ſeriouſſy and intelligently conſidering its 
connection and concern with both the firſt and ſecond 
coming of Chriſt, we could not fail t to ſee it in the 
moſt important light. | 
Taking date from the time of his emacs in 
n PROT IIs our 
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our world in the likeneſs of finful fleſh; - bartieutarly 
from the time of the ſolema tranſaction for which he 
came into the world, it is to be perpetuated till he 
come again the ſecond time without ſig unto ſalvation. 
Of the former it is a fign and memorial, of the latter 
a pledge and earneſt, In ſhort, this ordinance ob- 
ſerved in the Chriſtian church through all the inter- 
rening duration between our Saviour's leaving this 
world, and his coming again, connects, as it were, 
theſe important Kras together, affording an evidence 
to the world that he has come as a Saviour,and thathe 
will come as a judge. It realizes both theſe things to 
the Chriſtian, being excellently fired to keep up a 
lively remembrance of the paſt, and a lively expecta- 
tion of che future. I would not here be underſtood 


to infinuate, that the end of this Sacrament, as far as 


i any way reſpects che former advent of Chriſt, is 
merely to be a ſign, memorial, or. evidence to the 
world, that he i is actually come; or that by the cele- 
bration thereof, nothing more i is meant, or to be aim- 
ed at than a profeſſion, 1p/o facto, of our faith, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the true Meſſiah. The chief and 
jeading end of it is evidently to be a memorial of that 
* once offering up of himſelf, by which he hath for- 
erer perfe&ted them that are ſanctified. Chriſt is 
herein principally to be remembered in his death 
in his death, as a proper atonement for fin; as the ſol 
procuring cauſe of our pardon and juſtification in the 
ſight of God. And it is to bethankfully commemoratef 
and relied upon in that view. This is clearly intimated 


% 
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or rather indeed directly expreſſed i in the words of 
inſtitution. . This is my body broken for you ; this 
cup is the New Teſtament in my blood, ſhed for ma- 
ny for the remiſſion of fins.” But beſides this its prin- 
cipal end, and.its ſubſerviency to the faith and com- 
fort of the people of God; the inſtitution of the 
Lord's Supper appears, as has been ſaid, in a very 
uſeful and important light, as exhibiting to the world 
one of the ſtrongeſt and moſt convincing evidences 
of the truth of our Saviour's incarnation and death. 
«This is an evidence“ ſays a Scotch Divine, © that 
baffles all the wit and malice of infidelity ; 3 a matter 
of fact aiteſted by a ſolemn memorial of it, taking 
date from the very time of the tranſaction, and con. 
rinued down without i interruption through all ſucceed- 
ing ages. This is ſuch a piece of practical hiſtory as 
cannot be confuted. 

The Lord's Supper being thus a ſtated ſervice in 
che church of God, bearing the moſt undoubted 
marks of a divine inſtitution, and a ſervice adapted to 
ſach valuable purpoſes, it muſt be a conſiderable part 
of miniſterial'dury, and ſurely a very delightful part 
to teach and enforce it. This appears from the tenor 
of the goſpel commiſſion, Go preach the goſpel to 

every creature, teaching them to opere all things 
whatſoever I have commanded you. Miniſterial 
inflru&ion on this point ought to be ſo directed and 
managed, as to comprehend and fuit the caſes of 
hearers of different characters, conditions, and at- 
tainments. W a5 are ignorant, or but lame and 
| | defective 
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defective in their views of it, need to have their minds 
informed, their vie ws directed, that they may know 
« what is meant by this ſervice,” But miniſters are 
not only to teach the nature, but likewiſe the obli- 
cation of this ordinance, teaching them to 9b/zrve. 


For the ſake of ſuch in the viſible church as may have 


a competent- outward knowledge of its nature, while. 
at the ſame. time careleſs and neglectf ul, it muſt. be 
made appear from what authority it is enjoined, that 
che conſciences of men profeſſing * may 
be brought to own its obligation. 

Tho? it holds not univerſally true, yet for the moſt 
part, and with regard to the many it is true, that neg- 


Ie of this Chriſtian duty argues neglect of Chriſt, 
and of his great ſalvation. Now a plain and ſpirited 


enforcement of this ordinance, and what is needful 
to a right and profitable participation of it, might be 
a happy means of ſtirring up the careleſs in Zion to 
attend to the things which belong to their peace; to 
believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to make a due 


| confeſſion of hin before men. 


Another thing to be aimed at in this line of mini- 
{terial inſtruction, i is, to direct the exerciſes, and a- 
waken the de vout affections of the followers of Chriſt, 
They ſtill need, as they will moſt readily ſuffer the word 
of exhortation, to prepare to meet their Lord in this 
place of interyiew. Chriſtians of the moſt watchful 
tempers, of the bigheſt attainments, of the moſt hea- 
venly frames, do ſtill need to have their pure minds 
ſtirred up by way of remembrance to pay that atten. 

| tion 
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tion to this ordinance, and to make that uſe of ir 
| which the high authority ſtamped upon it, and the 
noble purpoſes ferred by it do ſeverallj challenge. 
Happy thoſe Chriſtians, who from a ſenſe of dury, 
a defire of advantage, and from the workings of gra- 
titude, are often ſhewing the Lord's death. From 
drinking the fruit of the vine in the Sacramental 
cup, they will at laſt be brought to drink i it new in 
the W of their Father. Hot 
e | 
To the Editors of the EVANGELICAL Mens. 
GN TIZuIx, 5 , | 


YOUR pious edrreſp6ndent, Evszn1us of Dar- 
lungron, in the laſt number cf your inſtructive work, 
has favoured us with ſome excellent Strictures a- 
gainſt Profaneneſs. While 1 was peruſing that 
Eſay, with much pleaſute, a ſentiment flruck me, 

' which, though ir be not altogether new, ſo far 
fixed my attention, that I cbuld not help throw- 
ing the following thoughts together, as a proof 

of its juſtneſs and propriety. The favour of inſert. 
ing them, in your next, will greatly oblige, 
Edinburgh, Four deen, reader, 
Jan. 15, 1778, N EUSEBIUs. 


A SENTIMENT. 


| Libettine®, *, whetber be be a profeſt Deiſt, or a 
NEO Believer "ts before he can perfect his own 


character 
* By Litertine i is underſtood the man who allows himſelf in the 
com miſſion of known un. 


t gy Believer is unde i ſtood one, bo owns Divine Revelation, n op- 
polition to the Deiit. 
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character, fill up the megſure of hit qwn iniquitiss, and 
plunge himſelf into his kindred bell, muſt be the moſt 
enterpriſing and laborious of all mortals ; at the ſame 
time, that he is the moſt abject and mu o all 
ſlaves. | 
Were mankind folly awake to their own  hongur; 

intereſt, and duty, the propriety of this ſemtimenc 
would be ſufficiently proved and illuſtrated from this 
plain conſideration,—thar the vicious man, before he 
can achieve the horrid fate of ſelf-deſtryRion, muſt 
offer the moſt unnatural violence to every thing; 
which belongs originally to the conſtitution of human 
nature; and muſt become the mean ſlave of every | 
baſe paſſion, which has taken poſſeſſion of the human 
breaſt. But for the ſake of thoſe, who, either have 
become adepts in fin, or are in danger, by fatal in- 
fluence and example, of commencing ſuch, I intend 
to ſhew, that the vicious perſon, in order to effeftuata 
and ſecure his own deſtruction, has undertaken the 
| hardeſt raſk imaginable ; and that he js at the fame 
time the moſt/yretched flave that drags out a life 1 
miſery on God s footſtool. 


I. The Libertine, in order to procure his O - o 


eternal ruin, has undertaken a moſt laborious, difſi- 
eult and cheerleſs taſk, 

The Latin Poet once faid, OF < the road to hell 
is exceeding eaſy” * In a certain ſenſe, the thought 
is very juſt. It has, therefore, become a maxim, in 
che mouths of many, and is reckoned by them to be 


OI . deſcenſus Averno; ; 
Noctes atque dies " atri janua Ditis. Viss. 


5———ͤ ſ— 1 —— — . 
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univer;ally true. But 1 ſhall adventure to contradidt the 


ſageſt of Poets for once, by aflerting, chat, by the pro- 


fane of every character, the road to perdition is trod. 


den with incredible labour and immenſe fatigue. 

(10 Should it be ſuppoſed, that che vicious man 
is an Infidel too ;—then, I fay, it is both an infur- 
moumable taſk, to be yniformly an unbeliever ; and 


a very difficult work, to act always enen on the 
principles of infidelity, Þ_ 
It is no eaſy taſk, yea, it is a very hard thing to 
become an-unbeliever, in our age and country, where, 
notwithſtanding all the wickedneſs which every where 


abounds, the fulleſt blaze of proof has ſhone forth, 
in confirmation of the divine 1 N 15 the holy 
ſcriptures. 

A man, before he can walk himſelf up to a diſ 
belief and contempt of the chriſtian religion, attended 
with ſuch a cloud of witneſſes to its divine authenti- 
city, and inſpiring ſuch divine diſpoſitions and exalted 
Hopes, muſt renounce, and rebel againſt every thing 
that is rational and manly in his nature. What a 
taſk has he undertaken, to traverſe human nature,— 
to think in contradiction to all his thinking pPowers,— 
and to reaſon againſſ all the principles of reaſon] 
What a violent combat has he conſtantly to maintain 


What abſurdities muſt he ſwallow down ? What ſtrong 


convictions muſt he reſiſt ? What dark ſuſpicions,— 
what forboding fears and miſgivings, what ſhocking 
peradventures, and tremendous doubts muſt he ſtrug- 
25 with? What glorious hopes. muſt he deſparately 
| reſign * 
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refgn? What gloomy and mortifying proſpedt muſt © 
N lie reconcile. himſclf to? What violence muſt he offer 
to his underſtanding, his conſcience and his natural 


thirſt for immortality and eternal happineſs? With 
what care muſt he bar up all the avenues to ſerious 
thought, and harden his heart and ſtupiſy! his moral 
feelings, againſt the terrors of death, tl e inflexible 
juſtice of the Supreme tribunal, and the horrors of 
eternal deſpair ? -How painful a piece of prepoſterous 


' ſelf denial to reject the heavenly balm, which the goſ- 


pel alone provides for healing a broken heart, and 
tor effectually removing the agony of a bleeding, — 
wounded—ulcerated conſcience? How laborious a 
talk to Work up the mind, to believe, that J E S 8, 
who ſpoke and ated, ſuffered and triumphed, like 
an incarnate Go p. was a. vile impoſtor, or at leaſt, 
the Galilean philoſopher ? What a ſtrange effort, to 
perſuade himſelf, that the feligion of infpication, which 
is made up of the molt ſublime, and god. like truths, 
and the moſt pure and perfect precepts of piety. 
righteouſneſs, and ſobriety, i is the contriyance of art- 
ful and deſigning men, or an impoſition on buman 
credulity by evil ſpirits? 

| Theſe things cannot be eaſily 1 by a rational 
nature. No! There are many ſceptics,— —/matterers 
in infidelity, —would-be deiſts: But there are few, 
very few, who are able 10 male thorough: work of 
it. and commence ſtaunch unbelievers. And, ah! 
what a deſperate ſhift is tlie attempt b ſelf A man 
muſt have reduced himſelf to a very ſad caſe, indeed, 
| X | belore 


% 
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| before he can have any temptation to ſet about it. He 
has, by his wilful and daring wickedneſs, ſer chriſti. 


anity and its divine Author againſt him, before he cat 
have any temptation to fet himſelf againſt a religion, 


fo evidently divine, and againſt a Redeemer, fo mer- 
ciful and condeſcendingly kind. And when he pro: 


claims war againſt his beſt Friend, and the only 


religion by which he can be faved,—how hard does 


be find it, yea, how impoſſible to make good his cauſe ? 
He may, indeed, in the hour of health, put on the 


airs of defiance and of triumph. He may affect to 
hugh at the ſhaking of his entmy's ſpear; and, in 
the paroxiſm of deſperate madneſs and debauchery, 


| imagine himſelf to be half-perſuaded that he has got 


the victory. But, alas! the man is only mad! Ile 


- finds, in the hour of retirement, of ſickneſs, and of 

= death, that the arms of his own reaſon and conſcience 

are againſt him; and that he is a true image of the 
devils, who in ſpight of we cots believe and 
tremble. © | 

* Beſides, it is impoſſible * 4 vicions . to at 
N always uniformly on the principles of infidelity. | 


It is impoſlible for any man, who lives and acts in 


confrant conflict with himſeH—with his own teaſor 


and conſcience, to conduct himſelf with uniformity 


and ſelf. conſiſtency. When a poor wretch would 

wiſh to continue, without interruption, his wild career 
f to perdition, his conſcience, like the angel in Balaam's 
toad, meets him with its flaming ſword, and makes 
yy in defiance of. 25 own wild propenſions, to act 


a part 


of 
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3 part every day as abſurd, as that, which was a&ed 
by the t, when he would bribe heaven by 
daceifiens, in Irder to frultrate the counſels thereof, 
and deſtroy the peculiar objects of its care. Yes, 
the Debauchee cannot always avoid retirement. And | 
then, he muſt feel himſelf arraigned and condemned 
by ſomething within, from whoſe ſentence he is con- 
ſcious he cau neither flee, nor appeal. Whatever 
airs of impious bravery he may put on in public, he 
then finds himſelf a coward at heart, and will make 
ſome faint effort, by a half-reſolved reformation, ta 
filence his conſcience ! ' But ſhould he even dare to 
ſtop his ear to theſe internal remonſtrances, and ſave 
himſelf the reproach of acting inconſiſtently with his 
avowed principles. Should he boldly ſally forth among 
his kindred incarnate /fiends, and attempt to drown 
conviction in the intoxicating bowl, or to diſſpate 
thought in the headlong career of buſineſs, pleaſure 
and amuſement ;—even this betrays inconſiſtency in 
his conduct. He boaſts that he is abſolutely ſure of 
the truth of his principles, and that, therefore, he 
may act with calmneſs on them; yet the torment, 
ariſing from the fear ot their being found falſe in the 
end, drives him from the peaceful retreat, where hap- 
pineſs dwells, to che regions of diſeaſe, the ſhambles 
of death, and the wide yownlag gulph of final, 
deſtruction. 
(2) Should we ppc that the vicious! man be- 
lieves-both natural and revealed religion, He has, 


re 2a entered o on à hard taſk to get himſelf 
: damned 


\ 
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damned, even in ſight of the Saviour Vet alas! 

how numerous are they, who . have entered on this 
cheerleſs drudgery! How do their numbers keep 
them in countenance againſt all that can be charita- 
bly ſaid, to awaken them to their own intereſts! Per- 
mit me to hold up to view ſome ſmall part of the 
abſurdity of their conduct, and of that reproach which 
t2cir vicious lives pour on all chat is ee in 
their nature. 

Such perſons believe that Gn is a God, the 
maker, preſerver, benefactor, and ruler of the world, 
and of them in particular; and conſequently, that they 

aͤre under the ſtrongeſt and moſt endearing obligations 
to him,. to love him and acknowledge his authority 
in all inſtances. Now, what a ſtruggle muſt a man 
have with his conſcience, while he is ſenſible of all 
this, to purſue, in ſpite of it, the mad career of 
vice? How can he live ſo inſenſible to ſuch endear- 
ments and obligations? muſt it not coſt him much 
pains to reconcile himſelf to himſelf, while conſcious 
of ſo much impiety and abſurdity ?—lIf this be caſy to 
any, —what heroes, what e in wickedneſs 
muſt they be! 1366 7 | 

Again; if he believes the STII gien. % be- 
| lie ves that Ixsus CarrsT, who being in the form of 

God, and thought it no robbery to be equal with God, 

aſſumed human nature, and, having paſſed throu gh the 

various kardſhips* of a meritorious, as well as exem. 
plary life, died upon the croſs, a victim in the room 

77 che Bale, and all this from pure unmerited love. 

| And 
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And now, is it no difficulty to a. reaſonable nature, 
capable of grateful feelings, to neglect ſuch a perſon, 
to.diſhonour him to his face, to flight ſych love, and 
10 diſobey his ever ſalutary commands? Does this 
monſrrous wickedneſs never put him to a ſtand? Does 
not his conſcience. often take up arms in the cauſe of 
is Lon? and what deſparate ſhifts is he obliged 
often io take, in order to quell the inſurreQion ?— 
Indeed; if he finds little or no difliculty in treating the 
ever bleſſed JES US with contempt and baſe in- | 
gratitude, it ſhews that he is a mighty giant in ini- 
quity, and that he fins with more than the n 
of a devil! 

To add no more on this ;—lf the 1 vicious man be- 
leres either natural or revealed religion, he muſt be- 
eve that there is an hereafter, and a ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments. And muſt it not be a difficult taſk 
to a rational and eonſcious being, convinced of the re- 

ality of an eternal world, to make light of immortal 
| happineſs, and braye everlaſting miſeries ?—He loves 
Aimſelf and has a ſtrong, innate thirſt for pleaſure, and 
an unconquerable reluctance to pain; how, therefore, 
without the moſt agonizing conflict, can he reconcile 
himſelf to the thoughts of giving up with his portion 
io heaven, and of being ingulphed for ever in the 
lake of fire and brimſtone! Is he not ſure, does he 
not proteſs to believe, that the #7/2 muſt only be en- 
joyed i in connection with holineſs, and that the 1% is 
"the neceſſary conſequence of vice and impiety ? What 

a ſiruggle mult he, eveforts maintain with His own 
| belief, 
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belief, and with his own conſcience,” When he gares 
to puſh himſelf forward to perdition's horrible gvlph, 
which, like a raging volcano, flames, and ſmoaks, and 
roars, in —— of __y . _— his yy 
ö 
A libertine is the 'moſt wreukediof alive 
that drag out a life of miſery on God's footſtool. 

| Having dethroned his reaſon, — his paſſions, ever 
fierce and ungovernable, aſſume the ſovereign contra 
of tis actions, guide, rather, —miſguide the reins of 
his conduct, and ſtimulate him forward to every kind 
- of madneſs in this world, and to every degree of miſery 
in the next Having too often been refractory to the 
friendly admonitions of his conſcience, chat divine 
monitor no longer checks theſe mad tyrants in their 
dreadful career, nor ſtrives to emancipate the de- 
plorable wretch from their faral-fway ! And having, 
times without number provoked God to his face, by 
ſlighting the lure of his precious promiſes, by brav. 
ing the terror of his threatenings, and by hardening 
'hinaſelf again all the feafonable warnings of a kind 
Providence; he juſtly gives him up to the unrelent- 
ing fury of his own Jufts and corrupt propenfions, 
Which never ceaſe to puſh him forward, till they at 
laſt deliver him over to the ever-growing rancor of 
that worm, which never dies. and to the violence of 
thoſe flames which ſhall never be quenched! - 

The welancholy conſequence. of all this is,—the 
— Pitiable wretch, though, while he is on earth, he may 


de feen, frruntiog i in all the external pomp, which either 
| bir thy 
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birth, ſtation, or riches ean confer;—and though he 
may be daily the object of baſe flattery, offered up in 
the! profuſeſt manner, by his eringing inferiors and 
yawning dependents.;—is the moſt contemptible ſlave 


on earth. a flare, deomed to periſh by an infinitely 
worſe curſe, than that, which the ſecond father of 


mankind pronounced on the poſterity of a Ham, or a 
Canaan . He is condemned to be a ſervant, —a ſlave 
ta thoſe, who were deſtined only to ſerve; and who, 


"diſengaged from their ſubjection to God, to reaſon, 


and to conſcience, never bear rule, without the moſt 
eruel tyranny in this world, and inconceivable deſtrucs 
tion in the world to come. | 
The exorbitant ons in regular fubectiion, pur; 
ſue the poor ſla ve, through as many ſtages of human 
life, as a kind providence, by counteracting their un- 
abating fury, ſees it proper to endure ſuch a monſtet 
in his world. They laſk him forward, with unremitt- 
ing rage from youth to a premature old- age, through 
all the dirty and diſgraceful work, which the infernal 


flends are ever zealous to accompliſh, by means of ſuch 


characters, in the world they ſo much envy. In the 
firſt ſtage, they uſe their deſpicable captive below the - 


— dignity of a beaſt; and, before they have finiſhed 


their earthly career, they have made him worſe than 
a devil. | 

Take a view of the vicious man, in the juvenile 
period of human life. You fee him the debauchee 3 
—perhaps in the ppſſeſſion of every thing, except 
a n conſcience. Follow him to the tavern, the 


' - play- 
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play - houſe, and the brothel, his favourite haunts; 
in what point of view is he to be ſeen in theſe places 
Polite rendezvous !— Alas! exhibiting ſcenes; too 
horridz too tragical;. too brutal for deſcription ! But 
what à more affecting object is the actor himſelf !— 
A group of paſſions, infinitely below every thing 
brutal, goad him on, to exhauſt his fortune, to ruin 
his health, to wound his conſcience; to mn his 
nature, and to damn his precious ſoul! "1 
+ Behold him in the cooler years of x middle. age. 
The tyrants of youth have done their work. Others, 
not leſs wretched, have ſucceeded. But are they 
more gentle, — more mild, — more reaſonable ? The 
very reverſe! Sce ambition, ſtanding at his right 
hand, directing his eye to the gilded ſpires of imagin- 
ary riches and envied honours; while all the other 
kindred paſſions apply the laſh, with unremitting jerks, 
to hurry him forward, and to put him in poſſeſſion of 
| „ AMOR and heart-rending agony! 

Viſit him, bowed down under an accumulated load 

7 45 years, ill ſpent; of diſeaſe, diſgracefully incur- 
red; of diſappointment, dearly purchaſed; and of 
guilt, ſhockingly aggravated. Ah, what a ſpectacle 
Heaven lours, tremendous ! Hell yawns, in the molt 
frightful manner The world, which once baſely 
flattered, now deſpiſe him! He already feels the 
_ worm that ſhall never die, gnawing his ulcerated con- 
ſcience! The flames of hell have already taken hold 
of him! And beſet with terrors of every kind, — 
he W the 1 of devils, deſerted by men. ab- 
horred 
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And now, my Se weteneeenebe pern me to ada 2 
drefs you, ſtruggling hard to inſlave yburſelf in this MM 
world; and to damn yourſelves in the next permit 1 

he; L ſay, to beſpeak you with all the towels fa © 
Ailintereſted friend Is it Poſſible, that you can lb ; 4 

ger reconcile yourſelves to the thoughts of breaking 42 
through all the fences, which a kind God has ſer up, bo 
to keep you from enſlaving and ruining yourſelves? 
Rither will you nor give over rhe prepoſtergus' conflict 
with with Cod, and with yourſelves,—: and, Ser, our. 
ſelves: to be ſared? O, ſuffer me. to arreſt you, in 
your fatal career, as the voice from: heaven did Saul. 
Let me preyail with you to chuſe the highway to life ; 4 
and to take that courſe to which Gor, conſcienc 
duty, and intereſt urge Jou. Strait, indeed, is dhe 
gate, and narrow. is the way which leadeth unto life. 

but, "all the difficulties you have here to ſurmount, — 
in che way to happineſs, with which, therefore, it 
i erearly, your intereſt to fruggle ; white e thole g yu. 
are now combating 2 are in the v way to  deſtrudtion ; and | 
your attempting to furmount them, | is hut FER] to 


deſtroy youths, for ever. | Too og. wie haye, 


„ 4 #%%4+ 


your intereſt pil vour 1 i Come, now, be recon 
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ciled to all at once. Suffer them, no longer 19. be 


3 


Gow, that wade.and, redeemed 1 TY and r9-fear; 


nating ſo much as to incur hjs,diſpleafure, byetebel- 
72 e ling 
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Vg againſt him. And then; you- ſhall ere long need 


io ſtruggle no more. Your brow ſhall be erernally 
adorned wich unfading: Jaurels,; Von fhall be mor 
than conquerots through him that loved you, aud 
valhed you from the ſtain of all your, paſt rebelliong 
in his Ou bleed. And, in fine, as conquerors; you 
| RAT n. aud 
| walhgs ac cant mn 5 T tano = 
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The: following extract. a a EEE 86 0 con 
taining a father's inſtructian e his children, — we 
Hope will be ,agtecable and uſe ul to the younger part 
1 our 'readeri,— and excite them 10 cultivate ; priv- 


ciple of friendſhip, "which is the hy OY 
ber. EIN fog 76.9 3.70: 
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KHewember o bare Nett it ſomewhere 1 recorded, 
Last an emperot of China, on "his + acceſſion to the 
| throne, commanded a general refraſe from the priſons, 
 ofall that were confined for debt. Among the num- 
ber was an old mau, who had been an | early Ulctim to 
| adverlity ; J and whoſe days. of impriſonment, reckoned 
by notches which he had cur on the door of his gloomy 


cell, expreſſed the annual reveltrton of more than 


fifty funs. Wich faultering fieps te departed from 
his manſion of farrow: bis e eyes were da zzled with 


che ſplendour of tlie if at; and the face of nstüre 


be to his view a perſect Parsdite. Tue goal, 


in which be had Been impriſoned, was at fome diſtance 


fro Pekin; aud HE dtrected Bis courle to that oy, 
" enjoy 'the gratulation of Nis" wife} dis 


children, and his friends, © ni or 2G lou! 0 zal 
08; NE: >: | 1 
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„Wh diffcalty he found his way to ihe firget, iu 
whith formerly ftoad his decent habitation; and is 


heart became more and more elated at every ſtep Which 


he advanced. He proceeded, and looked with ear - 
neſtueſs around; but ſaw few of theſe objets with 
which he was formerly converſant. © A magnificent 
edifice was erected ow the ſite of the houſe which he 
had inhabited.” The dwellings of his neighbours had 
aſſumed new forms; and he beheld not one ſingle face 
of which he had the leaſt recollection. An aged pau · 
per, who ſtood with trembling knees at the gate of a 
portico, from which he had been cheuſt by the inſo. 
jent menial who guarded it, ſtruck his attention. 
He ſtopped to give him a pittance out of the bounty, 
with which he had been ſupplied by the emperor's 


liberality ; and reocived, in return, the (ad tidings tha 
his wife had fallen a lingering ſacrifice to penury and 
ſorrow 3 that his children were gone to ſeek their 


fortunes in unknown climesz and that the grave con. 
#ained his neareſt and moſt valaable friends. Over. 
whelmed with anguiſh, he haſtened to the palace of 


his ſovereign, into whoſe preſence his hoary locks and 


mournful viſage ſoon abtained admiſſion ;' and catting 
himſelf at che feet of his emperor. © Great prince," 
he cried, © remand me to the —_ from which 
miſtaken mercy hath delivered me! I have ſurvived 


my family and friends and in the midſt of this popu- 


lous city I find myfelf in dreary folitade. The cell 
of my dungeon protected me from the gazers at my 
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go tortured with the view ot pleaſures in which L 
cannot participate, and die with thirſt, though ſtreams 
ak delight ſurfgund eue ee 

+ 1f, rhe horrors of à dungeon, my Alexis, be pre · 
l world at large, by the man who. is be- 
relt of his kindred and friends, how highly ſhould you, 
prize, how tenderly heuld you love, and how: ſtudi. 
ons ſhould yan be to pleaſe, thoſe near and dear re 
lations, whom à mote indulgent Providence has Ye, 
preſeryed io you. Liſten to the affectionate « counſels | 
of your parents; treaſure up their precepts 3 reſpect 
their Tiper judgment; and enjoy, with gratitude and 
geliglu, the advantages reſulting. from their ſociety. 
Bind 10 your boſom by the moſt-endearing ties, your 
brothers and ſiſters 3 cheriſh them as your belt com. 
 panians;trough the variagated Journey of life; and 
 fnfier no q̃ealouſies or feuds 0 interrupt the harmony 
vrhich now reigns, and, I truſt, will ever reign · in t this 
bappy family. Cakivate ihe friepdſhip. of your fax 
ther's: friends; merit the apprqbation of the wiſe and 
goad; quality yourſelf, by the acquiſition of know 
ledge and the exerciſe of the benevolent affection 
for the intercourſe of mankind; and you will at once 
be an ornament to N and 80 from it 0 
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te DEITY, | 


G O D's vaſt exiſtence ne er de- 
cays, 

His age does never grow, 

Paſt, preſent, ture W his ie, 

Are one eternal noo 


Man meaſures; out his fceting late 

by wotions in the Kies, 
ndlike his own by veſture wears, 

With ev'ry hour that flies. dy 


guceeſſive moments make eur day, 

Suecefſive days our year; 

The moments pait ſhall ne'er re- 
turn, 


Tho! ſeaſons hke appear. 


Still 83 ſpring ſhall bleſs the 
cart 

Anda new harveſt riſe ; 

But the laſt year ſhall ne er again 

Reviſit mortal eyes. 


the, | 
canli the life pe man, 
Our heriod's leſs: ning from the 


Each year fulfills ſome new erent, 
Heaven long decreed before, 
Removes unnumber'd lives aways 
And gives unnumber'd more. 


on ſhall the appointed ab 
Oer earth, and air and ſea, 


nd ſwear b him that ever Rves 
ime ſhall M4 baker be! : 


Then an the tives _ ature teaſe, 
1 ſun forſake his 
nd years and * . lose their 


games, 
ln « one cternal — 


Ratet. " EYGENTUS. 


. > Tres " & & £ 


B/ 
9 Time with his keen · pointed / 


b TEEFFS "iy; - 


Joa tbe death of the late reverend 


| and pious Mr. — 


6 The memorial of the righteous In 
be bad en ance,” 


A 8 from th me well ingrakted loc 
2 produc the fruits of no- 


Great I — liv'd the ſriend of 
truth and grace! 

His bk ſteps the paths of virtue 
tr 

His infant years— like SamuePs 

| learn'd his God. 

Good and truth to him parental | 
came, 

And ſpotleſs # manners Join'd de vo- 
tions flame! 

Behold i * life's fair ſpring, therifing 

yout 

heavenly wvi/domled in ſearch of 

truth! | 

Pleas'd o'er the fields of literature. 
he flew, 

And bp'd from claſſic flowers the 
hony'd dew ! | 

He faw— where language chaſte, 
or rer divine, 

Glow'd inthe pate or ſauctify d 

the line. 

Wine every ſcience of the uſeful 

kind 

Let! in new light, — and brightened 

all his mind 


fair, 
The gaſpePs beauty moſt ingroſs'd 


his care; 
That queen ef liſe ho op her 
* ha * art, 


| 

| amends the heart! 

Within keeps all compos d, and 
calm, and eveh, 


And makes the peaceful mind a— 
a of heaven. | 
Now 


o 


Deſcended o— an deem to his 
race 


But tho” philoſophy to him ſeem'd 


Con 5 the paſſions, — and 


4.4 


Now e nobler hours 


employ' d! 


whe, while he ſtudicd heavgn,—he | 


Com * x peek he ſpoke. his | 
M1it:onA ze 
. | 


To bliſs invites, or. kind wares 
from iii. 


His like the traths he taught, was 
all divine. 


In him oeh Charnock's mighty 


fore 
WW wh of the nerve of s juſt 
roi Boſton" 
But when devotion rais*d the ſervent 


prayer, 

The raviſh'd int aſſum' d a e- 
raph's air! 

No clouds, no flaſues vail id 1. 
lambent 


fame 
Deriv'd rant truth, its luftre Kill 
- the ſame.z 
By no enthuſiaſtic impulſe driyen, 
But calm and conſtant. as the light 
of heaven, | 
Faithful, not partial to ao. gbriſti- 


an ſide, 


| * ons, that wat re needed fill 


aft miſſed lr 


e ral. obſcur -d by error 5 


* — defective. in tue impartant 


hour 


| Ihe rebel paſens ſcorn her lawful} 


My rv. : 


Within, witbout, endangerge|, 


0 thus her reign, 


1 75 [way maintam 4 
guardian heaven withold 51 
friendly light ? 


If God in mercy not direct us right? 1 


Heal — our nature by his potent 


grace 
And point us out the paths of end- 
* leſs peace! 
Ia blameleſs joy he paſ'd lifes pu- 
rer ſcene; 
Pious, not fobr— nor heavy tho' 
ſerene; 
Eis heart. unblemiſh'd, and his 
d ciear 5 


SACRED 


| And” 


era 


= probity untaintad not ſevere, 
His cond 70 05 „as ſhew'd his 


wo rom 


Tea iter Herman of his mofer's 


to in, death. this rais'd his 
drooping h d, | 


, Bil ha * nn, | 3.3 1 
| Pet * 45 mercy ſmooth d his 


Aud from his birth, till nature 


clos'd his & 


| He taught 8 how to Ire and 


how to dic! 
London, Odlober 10, 1777» 
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on the Majz sy of G-.OD, 
From An, | 


H Efpoke, and 8 801 this uni- 
verial frame, 

Call'd by the Omnific word, from 

nothing came, 

He bound the parts with aftaman- 
tine Fhaing 

ois*d in ait, the ponderous 

- glob ſuſtains.; : 

Bis pow'r the fruitful earth's wide 

furtace ſpread, 

| And made tor the rich ore V's ſe 

Th b. * be flood f 

Tis he un the 00 660 
the 1 | a 

[and hidgs, as with a veil, the world 

| in ni ight: 2 


ue pours from, his eternal ftores 
N. ſhall ſhe guide her feps v. — 


| the rain, 

To em ich the glebe and moiſten 

5 55 W g the fetters of 
is breal s ers 0 
"the floods, 

Renews the elde and beaytifies 

the woods. 

At his comma: d thick clouds oh- 
ſcure the ky, 

And thro? the harrid gloom his 
ligbtnings fly 

He ſhakes the lend mountain from 

its baſe, 

Aud rocks 3 wax before 


is ben. | 80 


Len ED POETRY 
the dertour of her Thu 
64) natute owns n paſk may ynambitions 


ld fimners fear the vengeance of admire my. waker's works, and 


his rod. ing bis praiſe. 
. ee ene e Ang.if unblam'd, my fond deſires 


d. 
N. with leer how de te cata onthe lonely ene 


hilt and dale: {Shou choice; freth'd 
His froſt potgeals the earth's No- Glver owe ws wy * 


lific veins, 27 hills ſurrounded and obſcur'd 


And with its chaing the torrents by woods. 
courſe reſtrains. [How fvectl 1 my few ſhort 


Aſtoniſh'd at his wtichwind's n . — mould glide, 

ous blaſt, paſſions ail ſubdued, Y wants 
With horror ſtruck, the CTR "> e 

ſtand aghaſt: dd review a life fo calmly 


The ſea, Gen by fits, confug'dly | 1 


roarss the pceſeat hour, ner fear 
And threatens to overwhelm the; the laſt. 

frighted ſhores?., - -» MORIBUNDUS. 
While the conflidting clouds. on ih 

heaps are driv'n, ———— — — 
And L 22 trembies for the . 4 

wreck of heav'n. 0 Eden the Kanga 
But if be bid the dreadful diſcord| Magazine: 


ceaſe, 
rhe 2 obey. and all is] Gentlemen, 
f He 1 hols of nature, in his hands As 1 ſuppoſe that your uſeful peri- 


the reins, | odical work does not always deal 


And his wide rule unlimited main · inthedepths of doctrinal ſubjects, 


tains. IiI1 therefore make no doubt but 


the following poectical hints re- 


2 | proving converſation, chiefly. in 
 ADYING REFLECTION. this frivolous age, will have ſorne 
— Te moriente mori. Zine. 


Cumber/and. J. . 


. 35 ſhould c Stink to dwell 


; among the deaq, W 
When oy night 1 lie intomb'd HENEVER Solon 3 
in bed? the crowd appear d, 


Why dread that ert ſhonld al The Greeks were ſtruck with vir» 
me when 1 die, | "tues ſo rever'd 

| 

7 


In which ahve Pm not alarm'd 
tolye? mirth profan'd, 

Or why ?—when the free d ſoul has The very thoughts of vice his pre- 
wing'd its way, ſence rein'd ; 

ou 2 fellow worins their de- And i if they but heard his 

_ ſtin'd prey? 

Why not, refign'd; of all below The 2 reateſt libertines- coofeſs' 

take leave, * ther: ſhame. 


and quite compos'd undreſs me [Such power have virtue's fair un- 
| Ts 


r the grave'?- * 2 | ſullied beams, 


pat, 
I 


ſpecting the true method of im- 


„ 


humble corner in the . 


The tongue, no looſe, no trivial 


 Ablurdeſtconſequenceseach would 
The ebene, precept ſcorningly 
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0 wake th -quilty wrretch from 
0, wake. th" 
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Three lively youths, all bum' rous, 


— 


blith, and yay, 
With flowing bowls, had ſpent the 
. — hr crack d; the jeſt fo 


flew, 
And all their ſtock of wit allur'd 
the view : 
Till the too- potent fumes o'er- 
flow'd the brain, 
And Oy ſober diftate- render'd 


Then, an is ot the caſes from pu- 
reſt law 
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And mildly fearful mus ebstivud 

10 — Tek trivial talk, ani 

light debate, * 

8 Ce, igen; and a futurk 
ate. 

Tis other = with mirth you 


But © be bn theſe, ſedate 


and grave. 
tha irreverenee ad- 
Sogprity the thought, and check 
the ſallying wit; 
Left — big you. mingle ſacred with 
Your: tranfieht pleaſure prove 1 
See ! opp or — eur d, the 


headſtrong 
the wiſe : Her and hall *. 
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Andeveninſult the great Creator's| golden 1 rules. * 
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eue coin, or pieces of money, bearing the name of the 
Animal, viz. a Lamb with the figure of which ic 
was ſtamped, as is ſuppoſed, to expreſs its value. For 
the firſt money generally bore the impreſſion of ſome 
beaſt, as a ſheep, lamb, or ox, of which it was the 
allowed value or price. And thus it appears, that 
money Was both coined and weighed, in the days of 
Abraham, as It. is in our times: nay there are ſome 
medals or coins, found in the cabinets of the curi⸗ 
ous, * Which re alledged to hate been ſtruck by the 
Patriarehs: : though the ſkilful antiquarians reje& 
them, a8 counterfeits. And from the, aceount Moſes 
gives us of the goodly or defirable raiment which 
Rebecca had by her, pe ting: 
darling Jacob, we. learn that dh garments mere 
uſed in the Patriarchal times, and even perfumes, a3 
one would fappole ; for Iſaac both felt and ſmelled 
jacob, and then, fays the good old man, See, the 


ſweet odour. of my fon is like the pleaſant ſmell of a 
| field, which the Lord hath bleſſed, — Jacob. oy 
>. 106 a 
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178 DETACHED ESSAYS. 
his ſons to carry a preſent to Joſeph,Pharoah's deputy, 
though unknown then, conſiſting of balm, myrrh, 
and ſpices, with other fruits, Theſe plants or gums 
were produced i in great plenty „ both in Canaan, viz. 
Gilead or Jericho, and in the neighbouring countries 
of Arabia the happy, and from thence other nations 
were ſupplied with the odoriferous ointments and fa. 
grant ſpices, which they very much uſed, and bighly 
valued. In after times, we learn that thoſe Tweet 
odours. made a very agreeable part of the entertain. 
ment, with which they regaled their friends, at their 
ſocial banquets, and ſumptuous feaſts.” And we meet 
with frequent alluſions to theſe ſweet ſpices, in both 
ſacred, and profane writers; eſpecially i in the poetical 
books of Holy Scripture, the Pſalms af David, the 
Song, and Proverbs of Soloman, &c. chan which 
hardly any thing can be conceived more beautiful or 
affecting. My head, ſays the pfalmiſt, thon invinteſt | 
with fragrant oil. Love and unity among brethren | 
he juſtly compares to the precious ointment Poured on 
Aaron'shead, at his conſecration. Again Solomon 
compares the raviſhing j Joys of triendſhip with inimi- 
table beauty and propriety to ointment and perfume 
thar rejoice the heart and reviye the ſpirits. The 
ſpouſe. ſays to her beloved, 51 will; give thee my ſpi⸗ 
ced wine, &c. My beloved is a bundle of "myrrh 
= x cluſter of Camphire. Who i is this that comes 
from the wilderneſs as Pillars of ſmoke, perfamed with 
myrrh, frankincenſe, a and all the Poets of the mer⸗ 
E 5 e 
* enn & albi. e 9 cant. , 2 


* 


* 
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But akhonghthe Parriarchs were rich, they labour- 
ed hard, and were very induſtrious; never dreaming 
that their wealth gave them either ' privilege or pre. 
text to be idle or deſpiſe duſineſs. No, they (knew 
chat hen God created the firſt man, he placed hiin 
in paradiſe, not to aniuſe himſelf, but to cultivate 
chat pleaſant and fertile plat of ground; to prune and 
dreſs the trees, and to gather the fruit, and keep 
the garden in decent order. And exereiſe is evident 
ly neceſſary ro preſerve health, and keep theſe bodies 
of ours in proper plight and vigour, which are ma. 
chines of exquiſitely nice contrivance, finiſhed off 
vith aſtoniſhing wiſdoni and fel, highly worthy of 
the bleſſed God, who creared man in his own image, 
and deſigned him as a very diſtant repreſefiation of 
his majeſty, to bear rule and have dominion over the 
works of his hand, viz. the beaſts, fowls and fiſhes, 
and al the erect of this globe ; and after out 
firſt father had rranlgrefſed the law of his Creator, 
by eating the frult of chat tree which he was forbid 
to touch. under pain of death, Gol In Tighteous 
judgement, | as well as with great wiſdom and mercy, 
doomed and enjoined him to ear his bread in the ſweat 
of his brow; and earn Vis food with hard labour or 
tail, until ke ſhauld return | to the Earth from which 
he was originally taken and formed. So that idleneſs 
is contrary to the order of nature, and an impious 
violation of the law and appointment of the Creator ; 3 
which, like all other vices, i is its own | puniſhment : _ 


for à greater torment can hardly be inflited by the 
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. moſt eruel tyrant, on any perſon, than to condemn 
im to entire idleneſe, deny him every exerciſe, and 
Feſtrain him from every employment, either of bady 
_ - or mind. Hence it comes to paſs, that indolence or 
= oth, is, like the inordinate love of money, a root of 
all eil. It is a balefyl ſpring from which every vice 
1 does flow for the man who neither applies his mind 
io ſome. pſeful ſtudy, nor his hands to hopeſt labour, 
- neceflarily falls into diſhoneſt practices. Fullneſs of 
- bycad and abungance ef idleneſs was the fin. of So- 
| dom; and it is ill. the woful ſource of lewdneſs, and 
; every kind of debauchery. But idleneſs is a curſed 
root, that produces not only moral, but alſo natural 
= evil ; ; that is, it brings not only guilt, but miſery and 
wu ppon che indolent martal, whas ac Solomon 
EL | fays in bis ftrong language, folds his hands together, 
® And cats bis own fleſh, Drowſigeſs and ſloth clothe 
à man witk rags, as luxury, drunkenneſs, and intem- 
P erancs plynge him in poverty and want. The idle 
3 tool! ſhall Faqiſh 1 with hunger, or pine with envy at 
dhe wealth of tbe induſtrious, or rob, ſteal and de- 
frond, and by ſuch unjuſt practices fall into well me- 
| Fad contempt, as either a eypher or a nuiſance to 
ſbociety; and very, probably expire with infamy by 
the. hands oof, the executione on a gibbet. Again, 
the ſame wiſe preacher tells us, the hand of the dili. 
1 gene wakes rich, and. ſends the fuggiſh wretch to the 
4 „ ant, to conſider ber ways, obſerve her prudent fore. 
1 15 of approaching winter, and mark her care ta 
hk lathe againſt. e want and e cold, 
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2 learn wiſdom, and acquire a habit of induſ. 
_—_ applicgtion, ag well as of frugility and c- 


This virtue the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 


ants je many places of his excellent epiltles 
io che churches which he planted, particularly in his 
aſt diſcourſe, ..apd.. admirably. pathetic farewell, to 
the Elders; of Epheſus; which he enforces by his 
on example, and the worꝗs of qur bleſſed Lord, 
a. precious maxim of the divine Saviour, which 
it would ſeem he! had frequently urged, though it is 
only mentioned here, and does not occur in any of 
the four goſpels, viz. that it is more bleſſed to give 
than to receiye. Who can recount the bleſſings of 


er . | 
(- 41,94 BG « Rough power 0 


Whom labour ſtil attends, and ſweat and pain.“ 


This is che guardian of innocence, the nurſe ef : 
virtue; the fountain of almoſt every convenience or 


comfort in this life, 30d the wen of N ear 
joy. 45; OY NT 

" Thexeſurs, if we Pane fottow he, pious Parri- 
archs, who: now through faith and patience inheri: 


che promiſes, it behoyes us to be ſober and induſtri · 
ous:; ta labour working, with aur hands, either ex. | 


erting the yigour of our bodies, or employing the 
powers of aur mind in ſome honeſt, calling; that we 
may both ſupport ourſelves, provide for opr family 


and dependents, and prepare a fund for the relief 
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Mb have dlready obſerredz che Parriarch's wert 

_ auſlriour/ living abyayd inthe fields;-rhey-changeq 
their abode as often as the convenience ot paſtiiragh 


made eat jourbeyd, yet their marches with 1o'wavy 
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nor tie the heart ſo much to this earth, in which they 


11441111 ri . eo O41 ann n þ : 
ers. 80 it was peculiarly ſuitable ta” their views and 


exer, and my memorial turbugh al generations. It 


ſuch as Cain: and- Nimrod, who might thus fortify 


required; and ar their ſeveral removes, the ſtriking 
Aud pitching their. bente, or clmping and decamping; 


Was 4 Work of e onfiderable labour; and though they 


cattte, flocks atid herds; and a great nutber of fer. ef 


| Fants; their houſehelds and furs; mMuſt have been 


pa 
attended with much; farigue Ad Hard labour, care Will 4 
and paius; as) Ml” know "who" Have been oblo u 
ged Frequently to remove their ifaniilies from one ra 

lace to another: And yet they were ar liberty ts e 


| build houſes, as well as the other inhabitants of Ca. i " 
| naag, Where they dwelt. But they, chuſed this way 10 


3 13 IR INE DW. 1ST Hike: LOUGH SEC}: | 
of living as the molt ancient and fimple, for it is much cu 


Later to pitch 4 bebt than io build a honſe + and per. ® 
_ Raps they jüdged ir more ſavourable to religion, as i 


{8365 not fix the mind dow to any particular" fpor, ll 
always conſidered titmſchves as ſtratgers and fojaurn. Wl * 


ckeumſtances, 'Who'ever Locked towards the Vere” Wl © 


ccüntry, which Jehova has promiſed them; who ip 
ü bor aſhame@ c de "called cheir God; but ſeems to 


glory in the deſignation ©] am the God of Abraham, | 
Tac, and Jacob, faith Jehovalithis'4s'wy dame for- ac 


is an obſervation ſome have made hor withour rea. tl 
ſbu, chat the firſt cities were built by wicked men, 


their 
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their habitations, to ſecure themſelves from the pu- 
t which they dreaded, and their crimes juſtly 
delecyed: ot that they might comm new depreda- 
bons, and rob or injure their peaceable heighbours 
rich becurity and impunity. While good and pi. 
ous men lived til in the fields, and dwelled in mast 
without fearing an) danger, or ſuſtaining any loſs. 

The. anſwer which. Jacob's ſons ® gave to the king 
of Egypt, plainly: ſhews. that the Patflarchs led the 
paſtoral life, fed their cattle and took care of Their 
locks. And however innocent and laudable agricul⸗ 
ture, or the huſbandman' 's life, -may de the paſto- 
tal life and employment is yet more noble and per- 
fect. Cain followed the firſt, and Abel the laſt of 
theſe callings. There is ſomerhing' more plain and 
honourable in 0 latter than the former of theſe oc: 
eupations; it is Jefs painful aud laboriòus, and fixes 
the, thoughts leſs on ecarthly objects, allows more 
time for meditation and ſtudy; and yet it is not leſs 
profitable, but rather more lucrative or advantageous: 
The elder + Cato, an ancient Roman, eminent for his 
wiſdom and virtue, preferred paſturage to huſban- 
dry, which yet he judged a very honuurable way of 
acquiring riches ; as indeed it is a moſt uſeful and re- 
ſpectable calling. | | 

Jacob's vindication of himſelf from the very unjuſt 
charge which Laban brought againſt him, and the 
5 account he gives of his honeſty and diligence in the 
lervice of his ungrateful father in law, plainly prove, 
that the Patriarchs artepded to bulineſs with unwea- 


| | | . ried 
| * Gen. xlvii, 3. Cato de Re Ruſtica: 


4” II_Le 9” 8 wag wo \R\ was rw” 


— 1 


+ - 


. 


E DETACHED D 238476 


might watch your flock and ſecure your property, and 


ried aſſiduity and care: neither ſparing their person 
nor grudging any til. L have ſerved thee tu 
years, ſays he to Laban, enduring all the injuries of 
the weather, bearing the ſcorching heat of the day, 
and the pinching, froſt of the night.; both of which; 
by the acecunt of modern travellers, are almoſt un · 
ſufferable in the plains of Meſopotamia, Where Laban 
dwelt. And further, ſays Jacob, my ſleep depirted 
from me, and 1 denied myſelf my natural reſt, that] 


* the fee ble and pregnant cattle / whh proper 

The ſhepherds and peaſants of this land in our 
time 3 count ſuch toil and watching both into- 
lerable and unreaſonable if required of them; and 
well they might ſo judge · But compare this life of 
Jacob, his hard labour and plain diet; for he did not 
eat even the rams, and we may ſuppoſe, much leſs 
the lambs of Laban's flock, though this Patriarch was 


born a any and poſſeſſed. ob. conſiderable wealth 


- 
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7 the Editors of the EVANCEITICAL Macazine. 


n | 


No! OTHING G bath 1 more common among the 


people of God. fince there were any in the world, 


than complaints of God's withdrawing from 
them, deſerting them, and the pre valeney of heart 
ens. Many inſtances we have recorded in ſeripture, 


botli of the one and the other, for our inſtruction 


and conſolation, and many cauſes might be aſſigned 
for it. Grace is free, and it belongs to God to give 
or withold it, as he ſees meer ; ; and yet we have rea- 


ſon to think, he ſeldom or never withholds it out of 


meer ſovereignty, but either to chaitiſe nis children 


for, or make them ſenſible of ſome miſdemeanor, of 
ſome - greater e he deſigns them by it, 


fuch ang #11? * 


I. Acquainting . with the plagues of their own 
hearts, which they could not have had acceſs to have 
known to ſuch a degree, had they been conſtantly 
kept under by overpowering grace, 

II. Rooting them in lowlineſs and humility of mind, 
under the ſenſe and feeling of their vileneſs. 


% 


III. Training them unto a due dependence upan | 
forereign grace, and endearing Chriſt and his grace, 


more and more to their ſoul. 
F 5 Se IV. En- 
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IV. Engaging them to a more tender and cir- 
ped n 7 
. Upon: theſe, and ſuch other kind and merciful con- 
6derations, our heavenly Father ſees it neceſſary often 
to hide his face, and ſeemingly withhold his grace 
and no wonder, if the vigilant enemy of our ſouls 
does then take the advantage of our natural darkneſs 
and unbelief, to lead us into diſtruſt of God and bis 
love, and fill the ſoul with diſquietude and uneaſineſs, 
if he can carry it no further. Great pity it is that we 
thould'be ſo ready, as alas, for the moſt part we are, 
to join with the grand enemy of our ſalvation, and 
facilitate his deſigus againſt us by the miſtake we com. 
mit in this condition, either in misjudging our ſtate, 
and caſting away our confidence, or taking wrong 
methods of relief. An inſtance or two I ſhall give. 
And Firſt, we are ready to judge of our ſtate and 
eondition, rather by what we feel in ourſelves, than 
by the free and rich merey of God, taken in by faith; 
without which, ic is impoſlible for the moſt eminent 
aint, that ever was upon earth, to be- ſatisfied with 


dis condition, unleſs he is very much a ſtranger to his 


own heart. But poſſibly it may be ſaid here, When 
that pleafure and delight in religion, and thoſe enlarge- 
ments of ſoul in duties as formerly felt, are now ſo 
far gone, that nothing- remains, but a heartleſs, in- 
differency and deadneſs ; is not this a certain evidence 


of rather going backward than SHE in re. 


: bgionF' 


Lan- 
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I anſwer, it may be ſo, and it may be not. I ſay 
again, it may be not; and there is more than a poſ- 
ſibility that a ſoul under the greateſt ſenſe of the pre- 
valency of heart-evils, may be in a better (as I am 
ſure they are generally in a much ſafer) condition, 
than under the greateſt enlargement of ſoul. The 
reaſon is plain, thoſe ſenſible exultations of ſoul, which 
are moſt generally allowed believers at firſt converſion, 
unleſs very warily managed under the conduct of ex- 
traordinary grace, are in hazard of taking up too 
much of the ſoul; and drawing one off from a needy 
dependence on Chriſt, which, in other eircumſtances 
he is neceſſitated to; and to hide from his eyes thoſe 
heart · plagues, the ſight of which ſhould keep the 
ſoul in a due meaſure of humility and ſelf-diffidence: 
And as there is juſt as much occaſion, if not more, 
for the ſoul to be rooted downward in theſe and ſuch 
graces, as are founded upon the true knowledge of 
ourſelves, as there is for its growing up in the know- 
jedge of God in Chriſt, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Why may not God be as kind to us, when he is work- 
ing theſe in us, and grace be as m_ thriving then, 
as at any other time? . i 
There is another advantage we give Satan, by judg- 
ing our ſtate by ſuch marks and ſigus, as can only be 
diſcovered when grace is ſtrong and vigorous; and 
thus, inſtead of growing up unto thoſe in the way 
that God hath appointed, we fooliſhly ſtand ſtill, be- 
cauſe we find them not in ourſelves already, and be- 
ſtow that time in ſearching for that which either is 
73 not, 


» 
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pat; or is not obſervable, which if aul employed, 
miglu have raiſed us up to it in ſuch a manner, as it 
would haye qiſcovered itſelf : "Surely nothing can be 
more unreaſonable than to ſtand trying the grace we 
have, rather than endcavouring to get more; and yet 
: I am afraid there will be ſomething worſe found in 
this conduct, if it were ſcarched to the bottom, 

| Were i it alked now, What is the deſign of this Enquiry, 
and what they weuld do, when thus aſſured of the 
truth of their grace? 1 know nothing could be an- 
ſwered, but that then they would be Eaſy, and could 
g on with comfort in the ways of God. 1 will not 
lay, bow hard, and next to impoſſible 3 it is, for any 
to come to ſuch a meaſure of aſſurance i in this man- 
ner, as will prove a {ufficient foundation for peace and 
comfort, their being ſuch fair counterfeit of every 
grace, one can pretend to try; nor yet how. danger. 
ons it is to build our peace and quiet upon any cre- 
ated grace we may fuid i in ourſelves: But this I will 
fay, that it is little honour to God's $ grace, faithful. 
neſs and veracity, chat all God can ſay to make. us eaſy 
will nor do. it, until we find his promiſe fulfilled i in 
us. For if all the aſſurances a faithful God can give 
us, of beſtowing grace and glory, and every good 
thing upon us in his own time and Way, will not ſas 
tisfy us, ſo as to quiet aud ſettle our minds in a duti- 
ful dependence on him, for making good every part 
of bis promiſe to us, 1 know nothing will. There is 
nothing t to hinder us from taking comfort, whenever 
we believe his promiſe, ler our caſe be what! it will; 
| and 
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and it is no wonder that comfort is withholden ſrom 
thoſe, who will not look upon that as a ſufficient 
ſecurity. | 

There is another method which I haye obſerved 
| people follow in their diſtreſſes of this kind which ex- 

ceedingly contributes to bind them under i it; and that 

is, promiſing relief by ſuch and ſuch A duty, at ſuch 
a time and place, and perhaps by ſuch a perſon, as 
they without any warrant from the promiſe of God 
propoſe to themſelves to be edified by; all which cir. 
cumſtanees God hath reſerved in his own hand, to give 
how, and when, and by whom he pleaſes ; ; and when 
their expectations are not anſwered, ag it would be a 
wonder if they ſhould, they are ready to conclude 
God's promiſe fails, their faith receives a deep 
wound, they are brought into a grievous ſtrait, 
and begin to doubt whether ſuch diſappoint- 
ments be not a certain indication of God's abſolute 
refuſal, Whereas, u upon the whole, it is only the 
promiſe they made to themſelyes, that fails; the faith: 
fulneſs of God ſtands ſure to all generations, and 
never any that truſted i in him were made aihamed. 

I will not mention the miſunderſtanding and 
wrong applications of ſcriptures, both promiſes and 
chreatnings; ſeeking relief by our own duties and 
performances; 3 Or, in general, laying a more ſtreſs on 
appointed means than God hath warranted —all which 
have a rendency to carry us out of God's way, and 
conſequently i in ſome meaſure deprive us of the i in- 
ſuences e of his grace. ! ſhall rather give ſome hints 


of 
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of what ſeems 1857 to be done in the mean 
time. y | 
And ſurely in the firſt 5 it ſeems e to 


ſtudy the language of the preſent difpenſation;' that 


we deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the Lord, neither 
faint when we are rebuked of him. God takes no 
pleaſure in the uneaſineſs of his creatures, much 
jeſs to ſee his child heartleſs and diſeouraged. Be- 
Ware therefore, of miſconſtructing the ways of the 
Lord; theſe things that appear to us moſt againſt us, 
are many times the beſt and kindeſt things he could 
do for us. Let us ſearch and try our ways, and re. 
turn again to the Lord, and fay as his people have 
done before us, Wherefore hideſt thou thy face, 
ſhew me therefore why thou contendeſt with me ö: 
_ Conſider the beſt and kindeſt thing God can do for 
4 is to make us like himſelf. Holineſs in heart and 
life is the great deſign of the goſpel; and all gracious 
providences concur to promote it. It is by them we 
are prepared for an eternal weight of glory, and 
whatever methods contribute to this (no matter how 
feemingly harſh they are) ought to be made welcome. 
Comforts will come time enough, and eternity will 
give ſpace enough to enjoy them, though they ſhould 
be quite hid from our eyes, during this momentary 
ite, and is it not enough that God brings us to hea- 
ven at laſt; though we were to paſs all our preſent 
time in miſery? Sure, if we knew ourſelves, and re- 
Hegel] upon: our demerits, it would appear infinite 
| grace 
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grace to have the leaſt chink of hope left open 


to us! 


Let bollheſz e be your 1 and take 


comfort tas God pleaſes to give it; and when you 
cannot perhaps have what you chuſe, take thankfully 
what God is pleaſed to allow, and bleſs him for it, as 
infinitely above your deſerts. If you cannot love 
God and rejoice in his ſalvation; yet ble him Mat 
he hath not left you altogether careleſs and uncon- 
cerned about it, as alas too many are. If you can- 
not get free of that load of unbelief, hardneſs of 
heart, deudneſs to ſpiritual things, and other heart- 
plagues ; z yet acknowledge the goodneſs of God, that 
they are in any meaſure a burden to you. And when 
you cannot riſe up to the more ſublime exerciſes of 
grace, improve that call of providence unto humility, 
ſelf-diffidence, abaſement, and a needy dependance 
on aſſiſting grace. 

Make it your main * * to know God in his being 
and glorious attributes, eſpecially as he hath mani- 
feſted himſelf in Jeſas Chriſt, Ignorance of God, 
and the miſtakes, which partial, broken views of him 
leads us into, are the cauſes of our unbelief, and all 
the miſeries that follow upon it. The view that. 
God gives of his Son in the goſpel, and of himſelf 
in him, can only cure our natural atheiſm. No may 
hath ſeen God at any time: the only begotten Son of 
God, who came from the boſom of the Father, he 
hath manifeſted him. And let men ſay what they 
will, tis only in Chriſt that we find the true knows 


ledge 
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ledge of God. And as he is ſet forth to us in tlie 
goſpel, we cannot fee him, but at the fame time, we 
| maſt ſee the Father, and in that very point bf view 

which fuits bur prefetit caſe. Tis there that his 
eternal power and godhead, his unſearchable. wiſdom 
and knowledge; his impartial juſtice, his unſpotted 
holineſs; his inviolabte faithfulneſs and veracity, (both 
in his threatnings and promiſes) and aboye' all, his 


loving-Kindneſs towards man in the unſearchable 1 riches 


of his grace, ſhine forth with fuch conſiſtent glory; 
that we cannot fee it without ſeeing a God, whom 
we muſt both love and fear. There it is that God 
 thews himſelf upon a throne of grace, 4 God of ſal: 
tation, a promiſing and performing God; faſt ſuch a 
God as a finner would chufe to deal with; a God every 
way fit to be believed on and truſted in, for all that 
1 belongs to falyation. | 
If therefore you would thrive Ae in holineſs or 
comfort, ſtudy Chriſt as God hath fer him forth to us 
in the goſpel, and ſtudy hich with this view, to ſee 


God in him; and in that light, in which that matvel- 


bus ceconomy ſets him forth to us: and as in thig 
ähſiſpenſation he manifeſts himſelf and his glorious per. 

feftions and excellencies to the children of men in 
fach an attractive light; ſo he hath fully declared his 
mind and will concerning man in his word, which 
therefore muſt be ſtudied with the utmoſt earefulneſs, 
as a matter of the greateſt moment ; and particularly 


Fe covenant of grace in the whole adminiſtration of 


*, Which he hath laid down as the meaſure according 
to 


3 ĩðↄðOWwW·· ðiͤ ðᷣͤ 7 ͤ Ru 
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to which;he-deſigns to manage matters, now that he 
manifeſts himſelt upoũ a throne of grace. That when 
all man kind ſtood condemned by the law; and had no 
right to God, or any. tile leaſtfarour from him; he 
was:graciouſly;pleaſted to make a new giſt of himſelf 


id cem 3 to be n God to us in Chitiſt, and ttiat wich- 


out any regard to our RG * ere to His own 


mere. 20 apr a 


By believing of eticDgracious desde an 
miſe, we may he as much affured of dur tight to 
God: as our Gods and eternal life im him yivirtue of, 
that free gift, as ever Adam could be by his perfect 
obedience. And we have juſt as good reaſon to be-: 
lee God will fulfil his free promiſe to us, as he had 
to believe his conditionab one; the faithfulneſs of God 
is alike in both. And even in point of juſtice, tis 
at leaſt as rational to think God will give what he hath, 
promiſed upon his ons obedience; as upon Adam's, 
or any man's elſe. And when God hath. promiſed. 
the ſame thing for Chriſt's ſake, in à way of believing, 
as he did to Adam in à way of obedience, what ſhauld. 
hinder us as confidently to expect it fram God? .. _ 
And though perhaps we dare not ſay, God hath 
fulfilled his promiſe. in us as yet, — that be is actually 
a God and Saviour to us already,— or even when he 
will manifeſt himſelf ſo to us (he having reſerved the 
times and ſeaſons in his own hand) yet we may believe, 
certainly that he will do ſo, and ſhe w himſelf ſo in his 
own time and way. And we are ſully warranted..to 
Vait on him in, the way ke hath laid down, and in the 

| "WH uſe 
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uſe of the means he hath appointed, and which he 
hath promiſed to make effectual, and that with as 
much comfortable aſſurante bf ſucceſs, as if we found 
all the promiſed things and bleſſings actually in our 


polſeflion'; for he is faithful who harh promiſed, and | 


what be hath promiſed he is able to perform. And 
were it not for our miſrepreſentations of the free co. 
venant of  promifes, and putting in terms and condi- 


tions of our own in a manner God hath not warranted | 


us; we would be aſhamed of our own unbelief, and 
the difhonour we put upon God thereby. Study 
therefore'the goſpel as'God TR 1 it nen and its 
relation to Chriſt. 

But I know, it will be laid, 0 true if we could 
believe, all would be well. And 1 again fay, 'Who be- 


eres or ſays he can believe, by any power or ſtrength. 


bf his own? Sure God hath- told us planly it is his 
gifts and 'tis welt, if we are ſatisfied we cannot believe, 
 feeing that is the firſt” ſtep to true faith, and Yequires 


as much a day of God's power to comince proud man 


of, as the working of faith itſelf. And therefore this 
is ſo far from being a diſcburagemenr aguinſt believing, 
| chat i it is the very contrary, and an eviderice chat God 
is begining to werk ſalvation in us. He harh ſent 
forth che ſpirit, that great inſtrument of his power ot 


the accompliſhment of this work: He hath promiſed | 


him to enable and encourage vs to believe; arid when 


man is wrought upon ſo far, and prevailed upon i ina 


bumble fenſe of his own inſufficiency, to be willing 


to 
* 


— 


vork is done. 
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to receive che enen e the rent 


Only for preventing miſtakes in this matter, it muſt | 


de remembered, that the grace and ſtrength, we act 
by, is never as things now ſtand in the covenant of 
grace put into the hands of the ſtrongeſt ſaint or be. 


lever, but is laid up in him, in whom all fullneſs 
dwells, and thence given out as bccaſion requires; ſo 
that when we are called to believe, or any other duty, 


"tis nothing to the purpoſe to ſay we cannot do it, ſo 


long 38 there js grace enough in Chriſt; neither may 
we ſtand ſtill until we find ourſelves. z but tis 
a deference we owe to the faithfulneſs o e 
cious Bod to go on-; as called, be it never ſo much 
above aur preſent ability, in a humble ſenſe of our 
inability and a durſful dependence on promiſed a. 
ance to be conveyed by the ſpirit of grace, | 
And thus the belie yer is led an from one degree of 
faith and holineſs to another; and at the ſame time is 
made to ſay, · Not unto us, but umo thy name, thy - 
grace, be the glory. And we have all the aſſurances 


that Bod can give us, chat they who do conſcientiouſly 


wait.upen God in his own way, ſhall never be made 
alhamed, but (hall be, kept by his almighty oe 


through faith unto ſalvation, 


N. B. mee fy d ths btb auf ess of 
ſoul-diſtreſt, was copied from the manuſcript of an 


onions 888 lately deceaſed, 
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To the Editors of the Evaxoruicas. Macazing, 
N 15.2 Neun Men Hf Pita all Vi; & 
3 / GryTLINES, N as 2417 .: Lk 2152 24 
Raceived your abiliging. letter about, a > ago ; from 
Uhich I 8237 the pleature to hear that you! monthly publica- 
rio hath ha 4 considerable run, and-is generally: acceptable; 


You {aſk me Whether the cr e delirical intelligence 


when events of great importance h appened during the 
preceding mont fonfilfent with your” Ger {aking?. 7b 


29z;0f opiniga, that as he ſlate, cf our fear. country. Hasle 


cccupy the ſecond place in our affe&tions, and "ſtand next to 


che gltentednibdieabobr' our falvatipn I & fan ha ges Might. be 
YE ; ufeſa] ly du d, with extracts, upon Ws Aen. Man 
5 30 e WT W öbſcure and Jene bats 


your reagers live, no doubt, in 
= Hs coune#y, « aud it would certainly, 3 agreeay}e-tq 
to be infgrged what is Sbiaß on in America and in the 
5 gat, at Wa alarming crifis ; ;*whenthercisAtkety ts 


be ſuchea revdtitioty incihe e nations, and balance 


fro 
5 1 5 e 1 05 WR" thif great capitht is wort fa v Ourable for 
utelugeote chan!) ohrS you, d cemmund gr lick at 


| 2 The followi y 50 be inſęr ed in your Sth Number, i 
It arrives jn t 8, en of Wat vou. may expect to res 


| er hen — that merits the public Ten- 


#0 re" js 24A et tbe we bade now!cauſe to tepent, that 


rea Dann ehe three ye ars carrisd on an ex: 
| ben 950 and u 0 table ear "both 675 2 bd paint” K 
e Fr « thobght that an army of g, wen, would 
nuſn them in in . campai But all Europe have ba n mi- 
e : the followin ring av olkenti facts *havecbeen aſcertained 
by a ee Houſe of Lords, who lately enquired 

inge the ſtate of the nation. 
= That the total reſult ef the operiitions'ef Bis wajeh $668 
- thoſe of his allies, during the three-cawpaigps, 6, 
and 1577, towards the reduQion of the — Vis 22 
Nor ericaz copſiſted in the taking of the * qo. e w 
Vert dd Pit geln ia. together with Staten Iſland Long -J- 
Land, and Rhoder land. And that there ſill f 5 wp, be 
reduced, the entire provinces of New Hawpſhire, aſſachu- 


ſets Bay, and Connecticut; all the contintbtal Potts of. 


Rhode Iſland and New Vork; the whole of the province of 
Eaſt and Welt Jerſey, the province” of Penſylvania, (2xcept 
the environs of Philadelphia) the counties on Delaw ar, the 

entire 


% 
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—_— - r A. inen r 6 


DETACBED ESSAYS ur 


tire provinces of an pes n North S Sopth 
Fel, and YEE gla elke 


bear but 1% ſmall proportion, to thoſe i in e and conſe- 

quent! 

Up pech beth: er it was owing 40 this coplideratiph, i of the alarm 
is BY ſhall” 112 18 90, Jay, One 5 is is equip, chat 


95 109 Ro e, ak bath long been 1 for by many 


„„ 


l e hath drawn 1 5 all cloſe this article with an Wache 
A ct 6 of this | HOP, oration, which required two hours i in de: 


the firſt” = brd“ North endeavoBted to vindicare" hit 


LET 


bay ah i 50 Con reſs 14 85 re 80 That 80 
i 5 . 1 15 5 [ena not be worth 
the charge of colle ing. That to quiet America, and to 1 
moye all fears of the, Parliament's ever attempting to tax them 
again, he would 'move for a bill to take away this right in 
future, ſo far as it regarded revenue. That he conſented to 
the repeal. of all the acts of which the Americans complained 
fince 1763. But that this repeal ſhould not take place before 
the commiſſioners ſet out, but be left in truſt to them, as the 
baſis of the intended treaty. £8” 28, 089 . 

The powers given to the mee are very large and 
extenſive. They are to treat with the Congreſs as if it was a 
legal body; as if its acts and conceſſions could bind all Ame- 
rica. They are to treat with any provincial aſſembly upon 
its preſent conſtitution; ; and with General Waſhington or any 
other military or civil officer... They haye a power to ſuſpend 
the operations of war; of granting all forts of pardons and 
rewards ; of reltoring the conſtitution to what it was before 
the troubles. They are to negociate with the Congreſs for 
ſome reaſonable and moderate contribution towards the com- 
mon defence of the empire, when reunited : But this was not 
to be pbſitively inſiſted on; for it the Americans would not von- 
ſeat to this reaſoaable demand, the treaty was not to be chereby 
ſuperſeded: Only they were not to look icr ſupport from that 
180 of the empire, to whoſe expence they bad refuſed to con · 
ay die.. 


8 


— * 


* 410 rot 


15 to the objeon ih every body $ mind, Why tis you 
E poſe theſe aeg at a more early period, before the 


ſo many men apd millions?” He faid, chat he had 

0 d, that before this time ſome ſignal vitory would have 
ven bim an opportynity of doing it with greater grace; but 
hat be bad been greatly diſappointed : That at the beginning 
dhe ſeſſions he had declared his pacific ſentiments, before 
knew of Geyeral Furgoyne's ſurrender : And that 5 — 
General Howe! s vigories had not been ſo decifive as he e 
ed ; but on the contrary, being obliged to fortify himſelf 
Philadelphia, General Waſhington appeared with ſome, 8 
i ſupexiority.— Upon the whole, the conditions he how of. 
were matetially the ſame with what he meant to offer, 


Jon and 


we had been conquerors, They were dictated by rea. 
2 but not ne ceſſity that the army A 
in 8 e 5 doo ;—that our navy was never in greater 

th z— that 1 revenue was little ſunk,.—and that, as a 
inte time would ſhew, be could raiſe the ſppplies for the cur. 


year. 
yy ek humiliating theſe equciliatory articles may be, to 
moons ang 9 Fare, that uſed to dictate to ics nei he 
ours; yet we we are ver glad of them, and ray e. 
pay he ; alchough many! they vill 


Lam, eee. yours ſincerely, K 
ä NO 
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Wb eig ee ginal The be moſſy fountains, and the rt. 


teces of are in our Was 
e num-| The he rears of Pindusy and tb A: 
ber at the our corre- an maids, 
ſponcents, inſerted the celebra- Delight no mote—O thou my 
ted Ecru on the MES$x&4H] ©. a 
CE A 
| at the 
— poetry. | Rapt into future times, the bard 


| begun 
u E 8 8 1 4 H. A em coperire a u 
Ee lou. bear à ſon! 


Sacred 
Ay the late celebrated Mr Pope. 2 — 09 Jeſs root behold a 


E n of  Solyma! begin ak wich nee 
the — A np fills the ſkies. ward 
To | "heavenly themes ſublimer Tie. 
rains belong. (a) Iſa. xi. 1 


S 2 4,9 © „ vp =» . ⅛ dd ²˙ . 
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t etherlal ſpirit | The Serour conc by watt 
ſhall move, 


Foro Getty 
Vin 
Ne dl ws 33 purge 
the viſual ray, 
FRE RAE fightleſs eye-ball pour 


And on its top defvends the myſtie | n 


| e da 
The (2) Zed and weak the healing - ir he A abſtracted 4 


plant ſhall aid, -ſound ſhall clear 
forms cer, and from| And bid new muſic charm th" un- 


1 dun a ſing, the lame bis 
as — ite the dounds 


3 
wand the e ber olive ue ig, 10 is itranor_ the wide 


wand extend, 


nd white-rob'd innocence from 
— 8 prom evry erde wipes offer 


Swift fly the yearss and riſe in- In adamantine. chains (5) ſhall 
expected m death be bound, 
Oh 9 light, auſpicious babe | And yes grim tyrant feelth'eter- 
at _ her earlieſt as the — wepberd (5) tends his 
With 7 the incenſe of the breath- Seeks fre es paſtore, and the pu- 
xe ly Leen (e) his head ad- Ex wy the beſt, the wandering 
, 


eep direQs, 
See nodding foreſts on the moun- 0 
. By day o'crſees » them; and by night 


dee (picy clouds from lowly Shoron 2 


| Feeds Rom his hand; and in hiv 


| . boſom warms : 
Hark! a 1 Thus ſhalt mankind his guardian 
fart chears, : care engage 
hh — way ! 2 God, 2 #\ The pro d (4) father of the fu- 
1 t 4 
＋ God! the vocal hills be- No more. mall (7) nation again, 
tion riſe. „ 
The 1 rocks p proclaim thy approach- Gr iden i meet with 
ing 


bateful eyes, 
Lo! earth receives him from the 
bending fries, or fields with \ plcawing ſteel be 0o- 


* er 
Fink down ye mountains, and ye | teri” une kindle cage 
With heads declin'd, ye cedars 


wrt But ces been in oythes ſhall 
ze ſmooth ye rocks, ye rapid] And th broad faulchionin a plow- 

foods give way | ſhare end- / 3 
(8) dg. xv. 8. (eh v. . 


(4) ix. 7. [GS XXV. 2 (2) Ifa. xliii. 18. (+) zxv. 5, 6* 


* dogg lambs he raifes in his 
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The n ſhall riſe, the Joyfo} 
* fiſh what his ſbort-lir'd fire 


gun; 
vines: a fhadow to their race 
| all yield 
And the ſame how: that ſow'd| 
Hall Teap the field? 
e ſwain in. | barren deſarts 
n) with ſu rpriſe.. 6 
der. lilies ring, and ſudden ver- 
ure riſe, 


| the fhir 
ds to af pg 5, Fpichy| 


New. falls of Water, murmuring in 
his ear. * 


Ont feed, rocks, the gerd 8 late 
| The g. — reed trembles, and the | 


- bulruſh nods: 

Wale Jandy vallies, (e) once per- 
plex'd with thorn, 

Ths ſpiry fir and ſhapely box a- 

orn , 

The leafleſs ſhrubs the flowery 
palm ſa 

And 3 myrtle to the noiſome 


The (2) lambs, with wolves' ſhall 
* graze the verdant meaad. 


And boysin flow'ry bands the ty- 


The ſteer and lion at one erib ſhall 
meet, 


POETRY 


— adorn; 


See: Ane ſong and daughter, yet! 
* ends nu on every ſde a- 


riſe, 


ſkies ! ſ 


See barbarous nations (i at thy 
gates attend, 


Ser —— nt altars thronʒ d with 
proſtrate kings. 

And heap'd with products of (t) 

1! Sabean ſprings! 

Hg an thee; Jdume's - ſpicy” foreſts 


_ tains glow. 


wide diſplay, 
And break upon thee in a flood of 


day 

No e rifing ſun (u)ſhall 
gild the morn, 

Nor ev'ning Cynthia fill her ſilver 


horn, 


rays, 

One tide of glory, one unclouded 
blaze 

Oerſlow thy courts : : the light 

himſelf ſhall ſhine 


And (%) harmleſs ſerpents lick the 


Reveal'd, and God's eternal day 


© Pilgrims fert. 
The railing infantin his hand Nall, The 


he erofed bafiliſk, and — 

na 

Vleas'd, the n 1 of the 
ſcales he gree * 

And with their ork tongue, and 
' pointleſs ſtiug alf play. 


Fralt thy tow ry head, and lf thy 


eyes 
) Ifa lxv. 21, 22. (i) xxxv. 1, 
n 175 (2). 6, 748. (2) i.! 25. 


Riſe, crown'd. with light, imperial | 
Salem, riſe ! ; 


be thine? - 
The (s ) ſeas ſhall waſte, the ſkies 
moke decay, 
Roc fall to du 
Ad io 
Buy fix'd is word, bis ſaving 
pow 'r remains; 
Thy rm for ever laſts, en 
Me er Geng ; 


"ard mountains 


IX I. . 8 
a wp | (eg 19, As 


cl (ive 10. 6% 


(EY 
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* 


See, a long race. (/) thy Spacious 0 


Deng lifez impatient. for the 


14 in ben, light, andi in thy tem- 


And ſweds of gold in Opir' $ moun- 
dee heav'n its ſparkling portals 


But loſt, diffolv'd. in thy ſuperior 


6 The: moſt renowned law-giver of antiquity, . -*: 


"| 
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be hom Er 100 dick 


1 Die 


2400 14 1 


Ar T this very time I . "wa one conteally 


the induſtry and temperance of this ancient prince, 


with the luxury of modern ages, and eſpecially 
with the effeminacy and delicacy of eaſtern nabobs 
or lords, who loll on couches, ſmoaking and 
drinking the greateſt pait of the day, and revel 
among their troops of wires, or rather female ſlaves 
and concubines, the reſt of their time, —it will then 
appear, the inhabitants of thoſe countries are wofully 
degenerated from the virtue and ſimplicity of Patriar- 
chal times. Nay, their ladies of quality and birth, 
did not ſcorn} to draw and carry water home from 
the, pump or fountain on their ſhoulders, and fa 

virgins diſdained notito tend their father's flocks on 
the ſultry plains, ſuch was the employment of Rebecca, 
Rachel, and the daughters of Jerhro prince of 


Midian, —of eminent wiſdom and approved virtue; 


who gave very prudent counſel to his fon in law Moſes, 


Ft; E 22 5 
„ „ 


Late i Now ye who livre L424 


In luxury and &ife,” in pomp and pride: 


o 
C 8 Is 
[ oy 
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Think not theſe things unworthy of your care. 
For ſome, with whom compared your inſect tribes 
Are but the beings of a ſummer day, 
Have bore the xy 15 n wore the web, 
Nen the ure pt the ſounding loom, 
| ——Then with unwearied hand 
| Difdaining little delicacies, ſeiz'd 
'The hook, and greatly independent lived. 
— But now t thoſe White vnblemiſh'd minutes, whence 
The fabling p oets. took their golden age, 

re found no more amidſt theſe iron times, 
Thee d dregs of life! Now the diſtempered mind 
55 Joſt t that concord of harmonious powers 

Which f6rms the foul of happineſs, and all 
15 off the poize within: The paſſions all 
N Have, þurſt t their bounds 3 ; and reaſon half Cxtinitt, 
Or i impotent, or elſe APProVInge ſees e 


The fou 1 diſorder.” | 
. 1 0 Niertrt nor expected this our a ladies 


er Fortune and faſſhon ſhould undergo the-drudgery 
of carrying water and tending ſheep or flocks, by what 
His been ald; but farely whetr one obſerves, that of 
ofa fait maids and aged matrons- of ' veſt quality were 
4 Pm, | frog aud indaſtrious a with naturally ariſcs 
in che mind, khr no lady in our time would think the 
cate bf 2 family beneath her dignity and domeſtic 
Saſtiteſs anwortby of her regard. The wife and good 
certainly will ever think that time beſt laid out which 

they ſpend in managing their houſcholds, governing 
; — ſeryants and a en ie children. 


4 


Sure 


e | . 
cure this ig-2 delightfpl taſæ lg 202881 2 
To pour the freſti-inftruftion o'er * young "SH 
amn. aner puepoſe in the glavingdreaſ 
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hompſon's Spring. 
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H E N 3 — 55 manners we = uns. 
dertaken to examine and deſcride were utter ſtrangers 
to the refinements of modern elegance and luxury, 
notwithſtanding their riches, which: you have heard. 
were great; they were, as may be. preſamed, plain 
in their dreſs, ſober in their meals, moderate in their 
pleaſures, and frugal in their whole, caconomy, per- 
ſonal and family expences. . Cuſtoms, Which later 


ages have introduced to tyrannize over us puny mor. 


tals, did not ſhackle and confine: theſe: firſt and beſt 
of men, nor impoſe unreaſonabie daus and himſica 
rules on them, with regard to their habit, table, 
7 ank ſurbirure, ar ee They freely 


—— EEE, 


theſe 
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theſe matters, which modeft people in'our: * «hardy 
dare to do, without fear, of either the ſneers of the 
witty, the ridicule of the ſatyrical, or the laughter 
of the multitude, They furniſhed their tables with 
the produce of their own fields, milk of their own 


focks, and the fat of their own ſtalls, and clad them. 


ſelves with the manufacture of their own country, and 
the garments made by their own domeſtics: as even 
Auguſtus, the firſt emperor of Rome, never wore a 
coat which the empreſs Livia did not ſpin or prepare 


or him. Theſe antient ſages and patriarchs never | 


dreamed of fetching the ingredients of a breakfaſt 
ſrom the moſt diſtant regions, nor the articles of their 
dreſs from the remoteſt parts, of the eaſtern or weſtern 
world. And though no doubt ſome allowance muſt be 
granted for the modern improvement of arts and com- 


merce; yet it is deyoutly tobe wiſhed, that we in theſe 


times would not entirely loſe ſight of ancient temperance 
and frugality, but follow theſe Patriarchs though with 


une qual ſteps. There is reaſon to believe fewer bank - 
ruptcies would happen, and our jails would not be ſo 
much crowded with either extravagant or unſortunate 


priſoners if we looked up to them now and then as 
our model, and copied them in their ſobriety and 


moderation. as well as in their other virtues that are 


now alas too much antiquated or forgotten. 


The pottage of lentils, which Jacob prepared, and 
as it would ſeem, dreſſed himſelf, would hardly pleaſe 


a nice palate in theſe days : — And yet profane Efau 
longed fag: 


m as a great delicacy, and very readily | 
| told 


mn >} www ee om. 1 — Pra „ 0 * 1 3 
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ſold his birth-right and with it the bleſſing, as ap. 
peared afterwards, for a mea] of this dainty meat. 
From which ſtory we may judge, their ordinary fare 
was rather plain and coarſe, than fine, nice, or invit- 
jog.— But to theſe: ancients who laboured hard, 
hunger ſeaſoned every diſh and made them think even 
bitter things ſweet The treat that Abraham gave the 
angels, who honoured him with an unexpected viſit, 
furniſhes us with a bill of fare, and informs us what 
kinds of food were ſerved up to their tables, at rheir 
feaſts and more ſumptuous entertainments. A fatted 
calf ſeems to have been a favourite diſh in Canaan, 
both in the days of Abraham and of our Saviour.“ 
New bread baked, under the aſhes as I ſuppoſe, on 
the hearth, as is not uncommon ſtill in North Britain, 
butter, milk, and rhe far veal boiled or roaſted, made 
up the repaſt with which Abraham entertained the 
angels, whom he no doubt conſidered as travellers of 
high rank, though he did not yet know their real 
quality and condition. The whole calf, with the 
bread baked of three meaſures, or as ſome alledge 
near two buſhels of fine flour, was ſet before theſe 
gueſts, from which it is inferred, men, in theſe an- 
tient times, made large meals, which agrees very 
well with the opinions of the Greeks in Homer's 
days who well underſtood propriety of writing, and 
how to aſſign every age its own cuſtoms, and every 
character its proper manners or correſponding courſe of 
action. 2 as che ſame Greek 1 alled ges, antient 

- heroes 
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heroes were much ſtronger illan tlie men of * his own 
age; ſo he more than infinuates, that they required 
. greater quamity of food to fuſtain them in propor- 
font! for hei makes Eumœus, who had the charge of 
Ulyſſes's ſwine, prepare æ whole hog of five years 
old, for the entertainment of his F n aud 
tee ocher gueſls. 1 di 
Ihe laborious and long lives of FR Parriarchs leave 
us ſome reafon to ſuſpect, that if their ſtature was 
not greater, yet their conſtitutions might be more firm 
And ſtrong than thoſe of later ages, and their appe- 
tes keener, ſo that they might eat more'-plemifully . 
than men of theſe times. Rebecca dreſſed two kids 
for Iſaac, in'a fayoury manner, with ſome ſeaſoning 
or ſpices,” which might be neceſfary to quicken the 
apperite and recruit the ſpirits of her aged and now 
_ firm; huſamd. We are alſp told that Jacob poured 
deut wine to his father and he drunk, though we have 
ic hint given that Abraham entertained. his heavenly 
Wants with-the juice of the grape: nor is it any 
where told us, ſo far as I bare obſerved, that he ever 
d trank chat liquor himſelf. From which eircumſtance, 
if one may: be indulged a conjecture, I would gueſs 
chat this ſavoury meat, which Jacob prepared ſor his 
aged parent, was à religious reꝑaſt, aitended wich 
ſolemu rites of devotion,” as a fit prelude: to his bleſ- 
ſing, or pronouncing the paternal benediction upon 
his ſon: as chat ſ might alſo be in which Noah drunk 
_ and is * by our — to hare been drunk, 
Uk * 


* — Gen. ix. 217 
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ind uncovered within his tent. But a late learned and 
Judicious writer, weil ſkilled in the Hebrew language, 
does aſſert, that the term, which ourtranflation ren- 
ders drunk, may as well &gnity; he as in trance ot 
extaſy' of devotion, and ſo happened, hy ſome invo. 
luntary agitation, to throw the looſe garment, which 
he wore, from theſe parts of the body which nature 
teaches to conceal. | If the original will bear this 
ſenſe, it renders the ae crime of Ham more 
hottid and impious, and wipes off all reproach from 
the character of Noah, which is in ail other reſpe&s 
ſo truly venerable and illuſtrious. Then after this 
holy rapture or heavenly viſion, he is deſcribed; by 


the hiſtorian with great propriety; as denouncing a 
ophetie curſe or execration on his wicked fon, and 


| devored grandchild, and pronouncing 2 prophetic 
dleſfing on each of his other two ſons, all which have 
in the courſe of providence been exactly fulfilled. 
Whether this conjecture may be admitted or not 
every candid perſon will with rather to hide the fauk 
which he may only ſuſpe&, than to throw blame, or 
Ex à Blot on à character, which may, for aught he 
certainly knows, be fair and without any blemiſh,— 
And ſurely prophetic bleſſings and curſes more natu- 
rally follow an extafy of „e a fir of drum 
kennefs, ſtupidity and intoxication. | 
I Homer's heroes dill not ene to Nay + bY 
frat or to'ſkin-:them and prepare the fleſh of theſe 
animals PR np ated, and with which they 
AY: ein 101 1 enutertained 
0 Rucalton 8 wks ol. . p. 289.— fie. Niad 9. l. 1210. 
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entertained their friends; nay, he deſcribes them iz 

acting upon occaſions both bucher and cook and 
waiter : ſuch was the plainneſs of ancient manners 
in the age of the Hebrew Patriarchs, and of the 
Grecian Heroes. Abraham when an hundred years 
of age, though he had a multitude of ſervants, fers 
his wife, now ninety years of age, to work to bake 
bread for his gueſts. goes himſelf to the herd to chuſe 
à fat calf for their entertainment, and returns to ſerve 
them at table. Such pleaſure did he take in offices 
of hoſpitality, ſo zealous was he in entertaining cheſe 
heavenly ſtrangers whom he knew not to "ye 1 


until afterwards. 
And this was the manner 7 . of life which 


theſe good men always followed, being not ſlothſul 
in buſineſs at any time, but ever ſerving God in their 


generation, with fervor of ſpirit, zeal and diligence, 


They employed the great number of ſervants which 
they kept to aſſiſt them in their work, but neither 
ſpared their own labour nor grudged toil, - 
Jacob travelled from Beerſheba where Haze then 
lived to Padan-Aram in Meſopatamia, a journey of 
four hundred and fifty miles, as ſome W richouc 
horſe or aſs to ride on, or ſeryant to attend him, — 
and it is moſt probable he flept every nighit in the 
open field wherever day- light failed him; we know 
certainly he lodged thus the firſt night at Luzor Be- 
| thel, after a journey of forty eight miles or thereby, 
having the ground for his couch, à ſtone for his 
Pillow, and the heaven for his canopy. 
| 7 5 o be Continued. , 


* 


DETACHED 188418 


bs. Humiliation and | Faling; r earl, 
* FIG 7 oration; | 


Fa HE Saviotir prothies ths mdurners bleſſed, 


that habirually ſorrow for their ſins, and . mingle 
tears bf pious grief with all their joy and gladneſs; 


And this is ſo far from being either improper or ab- 
ſurd, that it is moſt ſtrictly juſt and reaſonable. Of⸗ 


fending creatures ſhould never ſure forget their true 
character, but ever cheriſh in their breaſts a feeling 


remembratice bf their ſins, aud a becoming toricern 


for theſe tranſgreſſions, which they have committed 


againſt the moſt high God, their Lord and righteous 


Sovereign, their molt compaſſionate parent, and lo- | 


ring father in Chriſt Jeſus. And as tliere are no 
perfect characters, ſttictly juſt men, or innocent per- 
ſons; to be found among the human race, all who 
know cheniſelves, and act conſiſtently, will cultivate 


this penitent temper, which the Saviour expreſſes 
by mourning and Weeping. Other cauſes indeed, 


ſuch as dur bwil ſufferings; or rhe diſtreſſes of out 


brethren, may cauſe ſorrow in our hearts, and ever 


draw tears from our eyes; but fince every kind of 
trouble and degree of miſery, triay be traced tip td 
fin; as tlie ſoutitain from whe 


unn with confeſſions of, and ſerious __ for, 
£ .'D * our 


h theſe bitter ſtreams 
do flow, it is very fit that we ſhould ever begin out 
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our tranſgreſſions, which yield ſuch bitter fruits, and 
produce ſuch diſmal effects. Thus fhould we keep 
the fpring of godly ſorrow, which the ſpirit of Jeſus 
and grace of the goſpel opens in the heart, ever flow. 
ing. How elſe can we pray as the Saviour dixects 
us. “ Forgive: ws: our trepaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us, Which neceſſarily includes 
both daily confeſſion of our ſins, a ſincere hatred of 
them, and penitem concern for our tranſgreſſions, 
H we preſume te call upon Almighty God, and im- 
plore:his mercy to pardon our offences, without theſe 
diſpoſitions ;. our religious addreſſes are only an in- 
ſalt upon his majeſty, provoke his anger, and en- 
ereaſe ur ar guilt inden of e his wrath from 
us. 
But 1 00 are 1 whe Almighty. God more 
' oats calls for, and peremptorily requires, weeping, 
mourning, and girding wirh ſackcloth, or ſolemn hu- 
- Biliatjon, prayer, and devotion. And at theſe times, 
$0. flight this call, and negle& ſo neceſſary an exer- 
ciſe, is ſhogkingly offenfive to God, and even indecent 
avs diſguſting to good men and; pious chriſtians. 
Whenever our country is. threatened with terrible 
judgments, or viſited with any ſore. calamities, ſuch 
s famige, war, or peſtilence, or we are exerciſed 
With troubles in oux perſons, families, or friends; in 
theſe enſes our God expects we ſhould turn to him who 
ſmites of hath. lifted up his hand to correct, and com- 
mands us to call upon his facred name by more fer- 
vent prayer and ſome extraoꝝdigary acts of deyotion— 
1 | as 
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38 a variety of eee texts ea prove,—or 
ftrongly inſinuate. 3 
Säch is che preſent condition of our country.— 
Thie fword of civil wax hath been long drawn, and 
hath” already ſhed much blood . The balefyl flames 
of inteſtine diſcord have now raged ſeveral years, | 
and laid in aſhes bath houſes and villages, impöer⸗ 
ned many families, and conſumed much ſubſtance f 
1s not this then rather a time for faſting and mourn: 
ing, than for feaſting and revelling, dribking and de- 
bauching; for pious ſorrow and ſolemn humiliation, 
rather than for licentious mirth intemperate joy and 
gladneſs? And threfore, with great propriety, ve 
pere very lately called upon by our pious ſovereign, 
io humble ourſelves before our God, and offer up 
our joint prayers and fervent ſupplications to the moſt 
| | high, intreating him to remove his jadgments, and 
turn away. his wrath from us, our dear country, and 
guilty land. — And one can hardly doubt, but _ | 
godly one hath 'made his prayer in his own form, : an 
preferred his addreſs to his heavenly father on this | 


lad occaſion, i in that manner which he deemed moſt 


0 proper, and likely to prevail. Now could one de 
N certain, as charity inclines to believe, that all the 
| p pious in theſe lands were thus employed on our hie 
in general humiliation; 3 there! is the beſt reaſon to ex- 
oh ped thet none of them will have need to complain, 
ay that they have  ſapght the, ace and, favour of God 1 in 
Tu # . _ vai. 
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+ We ſeam now to den the. eve: Ae war that has beem 
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Though they may not ſucceed ſo far as they 
| . dy wiſh, ia removing from our guilty na- 
tion that ſtroke of an angry God, under which we 
al p ine ; and many. places and familjes of our lands 
and ee mourn with tears of blaod; yet theſe 
prayers ſhall return with manifpld ſucceſs into the 
doſom of every deyour ſoul that preferred they, 
But ſuch humiliation, as God calls for, and the pre- 
| ſent time and ſituation of affairs doth require, is pat 
che work ofa day, nor can this buſineſs be diſpatch- 
ed in a jear: No, it muſt be continued as long as 
life laſts ; and ſuch will be always the exerciſe of 
every one that fears God and believes the goſpel. 
Fe will humble himſelf under the mighty hand df 
his God. that in due time he may be lifted up, 
Fet theſe deyout perſons will alſo ſeaſon their grief 
Wich ſongs of pious joy, and mingle their penitential 
_ years with heavenly gladneſs and gratitude ; leſt their 
ſpirirs ſink into deſpondency,or as the apoltle expreſ- 
ſes himſelf,be ſwallowed up with an exceſs of ſorrow. 
None that know the plagyes of their own hearts, 
their many errors and ſecret faults, not to ſay, pre: 
ſumptuous ſins, and have, though but ſlightly, conſſ- 
dered the enormous wickedneſs, and flagrant crimes 
of the age in which they live, and the people among 
whom they dwell, can be at any loſs ſor cauſes o 
| faſting or deep ſorrow and humiliation. There is ng 
need for ſtrict enquiry and narrow ſearch or inveſt; 
gation here: Much leſs is it neceflary to take in 
3 to the account, matters of doubtful diſputation, whe- 
the er ef a eivil or F religious nature. This ſhould rg 
cher 
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1 be cautiouſly avoided, leſt we incur the blame 
of faſting for ſtrife and debate. | 
| Yet every one of.us ought to ſearch his own heart, 
aud try his own way, judge himſelf with ſtrict impar- 


 tialiry, and condemu with juſt ſeverity. But in 


judging: others, the greateſt candor ſhould be ſhe wn, 
and moſt extenſive charity exerciſed, every excuſe 
admitted, and alle viation taken into the account, in 
extenuation of their faults, that one might urge or 
could alledge for himſelf in their ſituation. And one 
ſhould feel all the tenderneſs and pity for an offend- 


ing brother that he could wiſh or expect from him 


in a like caſe. After all this, the utmoſt candor can 
neither vindicate nor excuſe; the wideſt charity can 
neither cover nor conceal, a great multitude of abo- 
minable impieties and heinous ſins that are found a- 
mong us Can it be doubted? Can it be denied? 
that a woful contempt af God and a Saviour, of the 
divine law and the bleſſed goſpel, the worſhip of Je- 
hovah, and every religious inſtitution, is frequent, 
open, and avowed in our country, and among our 
brethren, both in higher ranks and lower ſtations? 


Does not horrid blaſphemy and ſhocking profanation | 


of God's holy name prevail greatly in our age and 
country ? nor only by deteſtable perjury, but by cu- 
ſtomary ſwearing in almoſt every company; and 
wantonly uttering the vileſt imprecations, curſes, ab- 
ſurd and unmeaning oaths, which both affrant the 


Creator, who is bleſſed for ever, and provoke his 
| e * the hearts of the pious, fink rhe 


credit, 


4 1 
8 
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credit, and weaken the dies of religion, and have 3 


fatal tendency to extinguiſh the fear of God, in ag 


| breaſt ef every one that hears. theſe abandoned 
reiches ſo daringly juſuk theig Maker and abuſe the 


Saviour. Is not the Chriſtian ſabbath or holy reſt 
ſet apart, both by. human and diine laws, for the 
immediate worſhip and ſolemn. ſeryice of God, vilely 


proſtituted among us to the baſeſt purpoſes, ſpent by 


many in idleneſs, diverſions, needlels journeys, un- 
profitable viſits, feaſting, revelling. drunkenneſs and 
excels ?— Are not telative duties wofully neglected 
by many ? Are not parents, magiſtrates and ruler, 
deſpiſed, their laws violated with audacious inſo- 
pence, and their juſt: commands tranſgreſſed, often 
with ſpite ful contempt? Are not many parents 
crud, unnatural, and regardleſs of their offspring; 


and too many children untraſtable, and ungrate- 
ful 10 the father that begat) and the mother 
that bare them? Are not mny faperiors, ma. 
ſters, and goxerbors, habghiy, imperious. and 


tyranmical?— chile many inferiofs, ſervants,” and 


fabjeRs;! are ontragious, inſolent, unfaihful and cit 


obedient... Does not the child often behave himſelf 


proudly againſt the ancient, and the baſe. agajaſt che 
bonourable? Do not malice, hatred, and envy» 


anger, wrath and, intolerable pride, abound, and fre. 


guently break. out into riot and ſedition, and too 
- often. imo inhuman murders and cruel. ſlaughter, 


Ate not whoredom, and adultery, lewdneſs, wanton. 
ah: * add deÞauchery ſhamefully ere both 


E, RN * 
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among the high and the low? eren ſuch kinds of ini 


purity do appear as ought not to be named among 
Chriſtians. Again theft and diſhoneſty, deceit. and 
injuſtice, cheating, robbery and frauduleur practices, 
luxury, extravagance and prodigality, are both fre- 
quent and flagrant among us. Lying, flander and de- 
tamation, Whiſpering, backbiting and aſperſing the 
character of others, do certainly abound, if they da 
not increaſe in our age and country. As does alfa 
covetouſneſs and an inſatiable deſire af amaſſing 
wealth, or heaping up riches by tight or wrong nieans; 
that Rage canine of dying rich,” which pious Dr. 
Young wittily-calls, The loudeſt laugh of Hell, — of 
in other words, that dog-like madneſs of collecting 
treaſure as the ſand, which the wretched owner. wors 
ſhips'as his God, yet dares hardly touch, but abſurdly 


propoſes to leave as a fortune io his unthankful heir; 


though he ſometimes hardly knows, and dares. not 
determine who ſhall poſſeſs it: much leſs can he rel 


| whether he ſhall be a wiſe man or a fool, nor whether 


it ſhall prove a bleſſing or a curſe to him that enjoys 
It —As all wife men, and many very ſilly ones, do 
laugh at this ridiculous folly and unaccountable vice; 
ſo the poet ſuppoſes devils behold it with belik 


mirth, the very higheſt deriſion and contempt. Dif- 


content, fretting and repibing at the appointments af 
providence, and the proſperity of others, which 
ought to give pleaſure inſtead of pain, are alſo alas rop 
common. Whether theſe vices prevail, more now 


8 than . times, d our age be indeed more 


inpini 5 wicked 


ws TY 
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wicked than thar of our fathers, is queſtion which 
needs no anſwer in the pPreſent enquiry. The evident 
low ſtate of religion, and the high flowing tide of 
nice, will certainly cauſe alarming apprehenſions, and 

awaken ill-boding Years, and painful concern in the 
breaſt of every prudent and pious Chriſtian; decauſe 
theſe both are a reproach io our nation, and threaten 
the ruin of our dear couniry. And can any godly, 
min behold wicked people in great numbers riſing up 
againſt Almighty God in horrid rebellion, and with 
all the rage of vice, and fury of Juſt, trampling every 
precept of religion under foot, burſting all the bands 
of the divine law; and caſting the eords of virtue 
with ſcorn from them, which are;the very baſis of 
human ſafety, and can only enſure either ſingle or 
ſocial happineſs? I ſay can one behold this ſcene of 
moral diſorder without ſorrow, indignation, and 
Y diſtreſs? Whoever can do this has none of the 
= feelings of the royal poet, and ſweet ſinger. of. Iſrael; 
for his heart ached with pious grief, and his eyes poured 
out a ſtream of tears, when he ſaw tranſgreſſors af- 
front his God by breaking the divine law, without 
fear, remorſe, or ſhname.—Nay, he ſhews nothing of 
the temper of the divine Saviour, whoſe zeal for his 
Father's honſe, the ſervice of God, and the credit of 
1 preyed upon and almoſt devoured his holy 
ſpirit; and he ſhed-a copious flood of tears, when 
be beheld Feruſalem almoſt drowned in vice and over- 
whelmed with wickedneſs; and viewed that devoted 
nation of the Jews r 20 the meaſure of their 
f: | iniquittes 
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iniquizies very faſt, and hurrying with, mad precipi- 
tion down che ſteep: of vice, into the gulf of utter 
ruin and moſt terrible deſtruQion ;. And with * 
temper the laughter of ridicule and the keenneſs of ot 
witty inveRive, ſatyr, or irony, which do not ſeem. 
the language of grief, perhaps but rarely correſpond. 
Grave, ſeaſonable, and wile reproof, mixed with feel: 
ing exhortations, enforced by obvious reaſons. and 
conwincing arguments is more likely to reclaim che 
profane ſinner, than mockery, ioGal;,;or dexiſon; 
which, inſtead of ſhewing any concern or. regard for 
jhe offender, rather indicate diſreſpect and contempt, 
A wiſe reproof, prudently adminiſtered, is indeed like 
apples of gold in pictures of ſilxer. And he is truly 
2 faithful meſſenger, one of a thouſand, 2 very rarg . 
perſon, of ſingular: uſefulneſs and abilities, and ime 
menſe worth, who can acquit himſelf in this ſo need 
ful office and difficult taſk of reproving with proper 
addreſs and deſirable ſucceſs. But all may, and cyery 
good Chriſtian will, ſtudy to reprove vice, by fearing 
God, and eſchewing evil with due gare, as Job did of 
od, walking circumſpectly, and keeping at a ſafe dis 
ſtance from every crime, and all the unfruitful works 
of darkneſs, which bring the wrath. of God, with 
unſupportable weight and violence, upon all the chil: 
dren of unbelief and diſobedience, This, which for 
diſtiaction's ſake, may be called practical reproof, iz 
competent to all and required of every man, without 
exemption of, character, quality, or condition. But 
pu ve e is an operation which requires great 

Ee .. 3 


aw. 


2 DETACHED ESSAYS. 
wiſdom and diſcertment ; -and when i ignorant men, oy 
: novices in religion, attempt it, like quacks i in phyſic, 
- they often, if nor always, do more hurt than 'good.— 
Now who carfay he is pure and innocent in the matter 
| of reproof? Where is the perſon that dare ſay, and can 
truly aſſert, that he now avoids and hath always ſhunned 
the way of wickedneſs with greateſt conſtancy and dili- 
gence! ? and that he hath ever turned away his eyes from 
the park of vice with proper marks of diſlike and be- 
coming abliorrenee, that he hath fled. from inte&ioug 
company with "greateſt haſte and expedition? Cer- 
ta inly no ſuch virtuous- perſon, except the Saviour, 
hath-lived on this earth ſince Adam fell. Is there any 
nan in this world that hath never; been carried, ſo 
_ <fararleaſt, down che ſtream of prevailing iniquity or 
_ faſhionable” impiety but hath ever withſtood and 
ſlruggled ag 1ſt it with unremitting fortitude, and 
dove every thing in his power to ſtem the torrent G 
pProfaneneſs and irreligion ? No ſure, ſo that even the 
beſt will, 1 think, readily own they have ſome hand 
la the general tranſgreſſion, and wofully reigning de- 
fection! Therefore e every pious one, while he laments, 
with undiſſembled ſorrow, the ſins of the land and 
vices of the age, will ever begin with his own errors, 
iniquities. and miſtakes, and bewail with moſt Pungent 
remorſe” his own undelief and impenitence. None 
are fo righteous'as not to need repentance and im- 
frovemient i in this preſent life. All men, have not 
faith, and even the righteous, at many different times 
e bur Reede fuitk. Hence they are neyer at t aloſs for 
Kobli / 45 7 | grounds 


exery religious purpoſe i in their minds and 1 improve . 
every devout affeQion i in their hearts. 5 there RE 


DETACHED, ESSAYS.,, 219 


grounds | of hiamiliation, - and cauſes of falling and 
prayer; hut cheerfully embrace the e opportunities that 
olfer, and obey the calls given them, to reflect upon 
their own conduct, and remember their fauls : that 
they may awaken the feelings of pious grief, confirm 


* * 
— 


4. 18. E 32 Þ 


reaſon, ro ſuſpect that the faith of many profeſſors 1 is 
but weak, when injquities ſo much abound, and the 
lore of many, whom charity would deem ſaints, both 
to God and his childfen, waxes o cold When 


fukewarmnels in religion, languor i in devotion, unnas 


tural heats, fiery zeal, and factious biggotry, turious 


contention, anchriſſian animoſities and bitterneſs of 
ſpicit, and a keen. deſire of hurting, others, or even 


a temper that would call down fire from Heaven, or 


fetch up ſlames from Hell, if they could, to devour 


their brethren, barely becauſe they differ from, or 4 


will, not follow them, in matters of perhaps very 
little | importance, are ſo evident and alarming. l ſay 
further, when theſe ſios ſcandalc ally prevail even amon g 


the people who call themſelves the godly, and are 
rery confident, that they are the righteous, . and 


proudly deſpiſe others; what is to be expected front | 


the dpenly irreligious. and profane | ? And theſe are 


furely glaring proo's that truth and ſincerity i in reli- 
gion is failing, and piety rather declining than thriving 
among us. This is a lamentation and ſhould be fora 
Janientation:—As becomes all then, let each mourn 


Virn godly ſorrow for his own does ard weep N 
kor 
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reſt ſecurely on the protection of his Creators and 
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3 


for the addinting wickedneſs of our earth and na- 


. : tlon, cry "utits 'God with fervent prayer; truſt in his 


merch, Nie in his Som, rely 1 upon his promiſes, 
aud .obeF. kis precepts in all things, and the Lord will 
yet ret eturn and leave a bleſſing behind him. For cer. 
tail the Lord will not c olf his own people, nei- | 
Her will Ke forfike his children, who believe his gol. 


pel and ty Wil" Laws. The mountains may depart, 


and the wills may remove, but though the foundation, 
of the ee arch Bound be deſtroyed; whar can the righ- 
teous do? or What have they to fear? Do they not 
certainly know, that the covenant of peace can never 
be removed, that the faithful promiſes of the bleſſed 
God can never fail, nor in the leaſt diſappoint the 


| hopes of his children? Jehovah is not a man that 


he ſhould either repent or change His purpoſe: He is 
not a mortal chat can either lie, deceive or be miſtaken. 
The Lord may, no doubt itt righteous judgment, deſo- 
late our country, ruin our commerce, turn our fwword's 


| edge, and cauſe our brave ſoldiers and numerous ar- 


mies to fly like cowards before their enemies, diſperſe 


our navies, fink our gallant ſips, and drown our ya- 


Vanr failors i in the deep. if he ſeees meet. Though 
we would ſtill Hope better things from our gracious 
God WO Harh ſo often delivered us. But though all 
this ftiould happen, and every thing elſe, that guilty 


'and alarming fears can ſuggeſt 3 yet every one, that 
firmly truſts im God and believes in his Son, may ſtill 


 bolace himſelf inthe love of his Pann Fatfdr who 
guards 
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guards him with his divine power, and will ſhortly 
compaſs him with ſongs of deliverance. Every one 
that devoutly mourns for his own fins,” and regrets, 
with pious concern, the traviforeſſiohs: of the land and 
iniquities of his brethren, ſhall certainly f fave bis 
Wh ; and has allo ſome reaſon roghope, bel mays ac 
cording to his meaſure, prevent a guilty nation from 
finxing ii into alter ruin and | delerved defirudtion. 5s 4 

Theſe conſiderations, f it ĩs hoped, may evince the 
calonablenels* and Propriety « of mourning, general 
forraw and repentance, | and uni iverſal reformation, 
aud acquit from blame at leaſt, or rather fully vindi 
cate all who, whatever may be their“ views of public 
meaſures and the ſtate of theſe nations, have taken 
part in the late faſting, prayer and humiliation. | ew 

Gentlemen Editors of the Evangdlical Magazine, 
if you judge theſe Thonghts an Faſting, c. worthy 
of a place in your monthly publication by A 
them you. will obi ige, | 


Yours, 


Hexaan, 1778; Es EEE 
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25. 22 is extrabied from Dr Fordyce* 5 Addreſs; 
te young Men, lately publiſhed. | 
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You,, my 1 hearets, See a le 
an effential, aud à capital branch of the human ſpe- 
* Giles. You are, or you expect to be, united with 


| ah by a thouſand ſtrong, and a thouſand tender 
. tics. The boſoms of your parents, kindred, and 


friends, are at this moment throbbing with anxiety 
on your account. In your Jot i is involved the lot of 


- multitudes. You haye the power of communica- 
ting bleſfings or woes innumerable, inexpreſlible, in- 


conceivable, The effects, which your behaviour in 


particular will produce on the conduct, diſpoſitions, 
reputation, and peace or wretchedueſs of the other 


ſex, are not to be told. To you your country turns 
her impatient eye, eager to find in your perſons her 
hope, her protection, and her boaſt ; well knowing 


that ſhe muſt riſe or fink as you ſjall ſupport and a- 


dorn, or diſgrace and betray her. While I thus 
ſpeak, I fancy that I ſee you ſhooting up into fathers, 
maſters, men of buſineſs, teachers, tutors, guardians 


of youth, phyſicians, lawyers, divines, magiſtrates, 
| Judges, legiſlators, or to ſay the whole at orice, into 


uſeful members of a mighty ſtate, through all its va- 
riety of departments, which you may in the progreſs 
of life be called to fill. When your predeceſſors re- 
tire from the _ are unfitted for action, or num- 
dered 
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dered with the dead, it is you who mult ſupply their 


places, and carry on the ſyſtem of human affairs. 
Wich reſpect to many, there i is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 


f the greater part of your days is yet before you. But 


who can lay how much its pleaſures, or its paitis, 
may be increafed or diminiſhed by your preſent de- 
portment ? ? When the eventful ſtory is ended with 
your lives, i it will be reſumed i in your poſterity. Your 
influence, my friends, will reach to ſucceeding ages. 
Nameleſs generations will, in no ſmall degree, re- 
ceive their turn aud character, conſequently their 
happineſs or miſery, from the conduct which you 
ſhall purſue, and from the principles which you ſhall 
propagate. if your memories ſhould be harded 
down to furure times, you will be bleſſed as the be- 
nefactors, or execrated as the peſts, of humanity : 
and, to finiſh the account, when the world ſhall hear 
of your conduct and principles no longer, when the 
world itſelf ſhall be no more, their final reſult i in 1e- 
Jation to yourſelves, and millions of your fellow erea- 
tures, will be nothing leſs than n deſtrudtion, 
or life eternal. | 

Has the Almighty beſtowed upon you ſuch KEY] 
of importance, and is it poſſible for us not to be ſtruck 
with them? Whillt earth and heaven, whilſt mortal 
and immortal powers, are beholding you with earneſt 
expectation, and awful ſuſpenſe, can we remain un- 


concerned ſpectators? Senſibility, benevolence, re- 


ligion, forbid! 


i vas not. all the beſt minds, and moſt virtuous na- 
tions 


„ Eq f DsSAT S. 

loss, ever taken a deepinreref? in the; ſentiments, 
_ Fempers, and manners, of young. way Have not the 
judgment, and learning. the experience and policy 


al ages, united in training them to knowledge, wür- 


tue,, and glory ?. Where is the, ſubje& that has em- 
ployed: more able or more eloquent; pens than their 
education? And, if we ſpeak of ſeripture, what ſhall 
We,fay of the attention, paid them. by many of the in. 
ſpiced writers, particularly by the man renowned above 
all, others for;his-wiſdow, of which; he has in a man- 
ner exhauſted the treaſures that. young, men wight 
ſhare them? He, indeed, appears. to baye been. pe- 
. caliarly affected with a ſenſe, of their canſequence, 
aud allo torhave, poſſeſſed a profound.infght i into thei 
charaßters, the leading lines of which. his inſtruc- 


nous, warnings, and encouragements, hays | almoſt 


| Le in rien. tothe, 
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| To the Editors UL the rede Magazine: Fr 
Henllenen, 2411 11 15 318! 1 811 


4 Humbly conceire it PETR re to VE 
public, and conduce not a little to render your monthly 


labours more uſe ful, ir ſome practical and important 


queries were occaſionally propoſed, and anſwers to 


them required from ſuch of you! friends as have rime 


ant? capacity for the taſk. 25 Mm 
As it is likely there may bewerbe ck 
done ro the fame queſtion, it is left to your diſcrerion 
ang judgment which to inſert in the future numbers 
of this valuable work. - And 1 hope vone of the au- 
thors 
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thors of thole Kr will take i it. amiſs, . that theirs i 3, 4 


„ ©#%S+  XF* 4 


and the dischen of your re eden, You will make 
choice of what 1985 think moſt deſerving mw_ = | 
le eye. Holgi 14 
If ihe vs l is M INsoes ese ide miſ- 
cetansells department of your Magazine will in 
time de etriched with a great variety of pertinent, 
uſefuf and ſtriltivig pieces, upon molt of the ſubjects 
that are interefling to mankind, 1 oy _ 
of apptoved abilities. eig He bir: 
The following important queries, as an jatrdaRion; | 
| have propoſed r you conſideration ; if you thine 
they merit inſertion, there is not the leaſt . ee 
a ſome * them will ſoonm appear. ths 4 
. "I Gentlemen "ol L 
" Bridgecfireet, 1 n e W + v2 11.6 f 
Feb. 6th, 1779. . 4 Well-wiſher, 
Query I. What are ſome of the cauſes, of the preſent 
decay of vital religion ang godlineſs, and 1 may 
theſe cauſes be removed ? ? 3 
All. How may a a perſon know, hes be 125 the 
witneſs of the ſpirit. of God, reſtifying that he is 


1 


one of his children? 3,7 UE 
A Il. Why are the wicked, whom God abhors, 
ſo wealthy and proſperous ii in this world hilt 
the pious and holy, whom he loves, 4 are opprel- 
bel. perſecuted; and often die under ' reproach: and 
in obſcurity? | Dont e | 

N. B. We bare made free to "abridge.” the orginal 
letter from dar friend in Morpeth, Co well as 40 


$S CFE FA 


alter ſome parts of it. 
Ft 
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7 be Falun ertrat is taken from Dr ASH's Sent. 
wht _ MENTS on EDvecation,” lately Publi iſhed, 
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H E falle or Portous lots are two, "TAY 
üg and Mahometaniſm. The firſt, of theſe. ſeems to 
be nothing more than à groſs corruption of the reli- 
gion of nature. Ihe peculiarities of the other are 
founded in the impollure of Mahomet, and contain. 
in the rhapſody of the Alcoran. This, laſt took 
its riſe in the ſeventh century, and has been conſider. 


ad, ever ſince, as the grand rival of Chriſtianity. But 
notwichſtanding the progreſs of Mahometaniſm in the 


world, and all that can be ſaid in praiſe of its votaries, 
Chriſtianity, we preſume, has nothing to fear; ſhe 
may ſubmit her. pretenſions to the ſevereſt ſcrutiny, 
and be aſſured of a determination in her favour. © 
But what ſhall we ſay to thoſe who are wiſe above 
ar that ls written, and will nor believe any revelwion 
a all? Tue beſt advice, perhaps, v we peed give them, 
is to read what has been ſaid on both ſides the quel. 
tion, with equal attention, a mind truly « open 0 cort- 
viction, and an honeſt determinati on to yield to the 
force of argument on which ſide l. ſveer it may” be 
found t to pre ponderate. | And, let them 'remembef, 
_ that without: this they c cannot do juſtice to the import- 
ice of the ſabjedt, 1 nor to that reaſon and conſcietice, 
which they boaſt of, and which God has given them. 
Þ eſcnt, however, it is not our intention to 
"= comroverly of any Kind. We haye too Urte 
"ot and lef, inclination to follow the method of the 


1 


ws a e 2 == 


| As *ſch60Þ. - 


—— a RI cens wa ww oo R HVFFft 


DETACHED ESA YS. 7 225 


ſchools, and treat of diyinity as a ſcience. We leave 
metaphyſical - diſtinRjons, / particular dogmas, and 
modes of worſhip, to call your attention 10 religion, 
as an inward principle, the hidden man of the heart, 
without which all outward forms and appendages are 
dut ſounding braſs, or a tinckling cymba .. 

Were we to characterize this divine principle in one 
word, it ſhould be that of Humility. Pride is the 
crime and the diſgrace of human nature; and every 
ching that is ſuited to humble the vanity of our minds, 


and bring us to the true knowledge of ourſelves, is 


likely to do us the greateſt good; nor do we know of 
any thing ſo well calculated to do this as real religion, 
or the true fear of God in the heart. But this can, 
not be ſuppoſed to take place in us without ſincere 
repentance, a full conviction of perſonal guilt, and a 
deep contrition of ſoul on account of it. And who 


can ſeriouſly reflect on his criminal apoſtacy from 


God, his egregious folly, his baſe ingratitude, his 
idolatry, his impiety in ten thouſand inſtances, and 


yet he à ſtranger to that humble and contrite ſpirie 


which enters ſo deeply into the religion of che heart, 
and points out to us the real penitent? 

We do not ſay that all men, who are deſtiene of 
true religion, are equally-depraved and wicked, this 
would be to give the lie to common ſenſe; nor that 


men ought to confeſs, or conſider themſelves guilty of 


ſins which they never committed, but we venture to 
ſay, that all men are depraved and wicked to a great 
degree; and ſhould any of them be inſenſible »f it, 
25 theix 


Wir at 
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their” caſe wort: de ſo much the more furt: ay 
their inſenſſbility muſt be ſuppoſe. an ee bar 
to ſincere repentance. 07 RT 
« But chere is another ating! which Sides PRO to 
promote that humllity which makes ſo eſſential a part 
of inward religion, and that is, the conſideration! of 
rhe i6finitehoknefs and majeſty of God: He looketh 
at che earth; and it trembleth; he touches the moun- 
rains, and chey ſmoke: When God appears in the 
_glovy'vf his helines; the'Seraphs cover rheiri:faces, 
When he makes the clouds bischariot, and rides on the 
walz of che wind, his igchtnings enlightenedtheworld; 
N the eech aw It eand trembled, the hills melted like 
ERS © preſenee pf tie Lord: yea; Sinai irſelf was 
mio ved at elle preſesee of the God of Hragl.': Behold, | 
| he'taketh ap the illes as u very tiede thing: he weigh- 
A the fnoyutains inſeales, and che hills in a balance; 
M che nations of the earch art but as graſthoppers be. 
drr him che are 4s nothing, yea, leſs than nothing 
Aa vatity. Nay, the heavenstare not clean in his 
Skt, and his augels be chargech with folly! Whar an 
-atbri, what a duſt of being, what a dark and diminutive 
Wine! is man, under the lively apprehenſiona of A pre- 
fen God, a* God of ſueh majeſty aud: glory? O my 
wal! live wuch in the yiews of God, the firſt and faireſt 
'pf all beings; ; ve much in ihe eontemplation of his 

infinite holmeſs and grandeur, and thou canſt never 
cane to ſwell and exalt thy little 'wortlileſs ſelf in thc 

" eyes '&f weh adorable and N yy 
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0 Time, how rapid is.thy career | how quickly moye thy 
chariotuwheels 2, with, what ugremittiog ardour haſt thou 
laſhed. on the fleet moments, through, years and ages paſt! 
and with what, unwearied diligence doſt thou, (till continue 
thy rout, and hallen to Joſe thy elf in etcrpity's pomeaſurable 


a 1855 ane an SY toy 

0 when we thy children compare thee with ourſelvec, 
or with our kindred nothings, » hath robbed thee of thy 
yourhful ringlets, wrinkled thy brow, and thou appeareſi to 
he the/ moſt ancient of all ancient things : yet thou art only 
an infant of yeſterday, when thou art compared to eternity! 
Not many thouſand years; ago, the voice of the Almighty 
gave thee birth ; and it ĩs but a little while till the voice of the 
archangel, and the laſt trumpet's ſoung ſhall. command thi 
chariot.to geaſe its courſe, and bid thee be no more] But 
how ſcanty is the ſhare we have even in thy ſhort duration! 
JTo us it is decreed, that we ſhould keep thee company only 
-three ſcore years and ten; nor can we aſſure ourſelves even of 
marching in thy train ſo ſhort, a courſe! Tea, the preſent, 
fleeting moment is all of thine we dare call aurs! pug 
While we, peor mortals, dream of temporal happineſs, and 
are mindful of. every, thing, but the Ong" thing which deſerves 
our capital attention, thou art ever attentive to the command 


of thy divine AvTHoR. 3 in the moſt friendly manner, 


rebukeſt us ſot our rebellion and worſe than brutiſh folly, by 


. zholding on % unrelenting career, ſwifter than the nimble ar- 


row, or the eagle that haſteth to her prey! | 
None eyer heard the tread of thy nimble feet, nor the ſound- 
ing of. thy wings. Though men have given th 


ak, and though thou ausge chy alarm,” not one or 
twice, but twenty times in a da 


hours. And even when the theught forces itſelf on us, how 
ready are we to ſay ! Let a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little 
folding of the hands to ſleep.” To what can this liſtleſs 
languor be aſeribed, but the moſt deſperate infatuation, groſs 
upidity and criminal rebellion ! ? | 
Wiſe and happy is the man whoſe ear is opered to the im- 
portant leſſon which time teaches all his rational offspring, 


2e a tongue to 
y. Jet man, too buſy in im- 


pertinent phyſuits, perceiyeth it not, Rarely.do we remember. 
that the ſtriking of the clock is the knell of our departed 


by 


"> 


es 


ment of the preſent. There are two 


8 
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+ by: kis Foiſtneſs and uaremitting diligence to Enit his courſe 1 
Prudent for eternity is the man, who improves time, eagerly 


ſeizes'' tbe] opportunities it kgs and. anxiouſly: redeems 
i 


the paſt moments by a vigorous e in the improve - 

les, according to which 
we muſt conſcientiouſly endeavour to conduct the whole of 
oyr tranſient courſe. ff  __; 8 | 
The firt is, — Every divifion of time ought to be filled 


op. with ſome actlon, or ſome ſeries of actions, which tends 


to anſwer the important end of our exiſtence- as men, and of 
our calling as Chriſtians.” Time is like an eſtate that muſt be 
diligently cultivated.” No part of it js ivcapable of being pro- 


| perly improved. | Fven the innocent demands of the mortal 


frame tor ſleep and recreation muſt be indulged no farther than 
is found neceſſary for recruiting its languiſhing powers. Every 
day is loſt which has not produced ſome action worthy of our 
rational nature and cf theſe hopes which the A2 alone re- 
veals, Diligence in our civil callings is laudabſe. Bat to this 
ve muſt add that fervency of ſpirit which charaQeriaes. the 
veal Chriſtian. The hours we employ in acts of animated de- 
votion, in hearing or reading the word, in meditation and ter- 


- . vent prayers, are the golden ſpots of our time. A day in the 


1 


courts of God's houfe are better than a thouſand, 

os Second is,. ** No opportunity ought to be ſuffered to 
paſs away, without being duly attended to, and conſcienti- 
' ouſly improved for gaining the ends, for which it is ſubſer- 
vient. Every work has its time, and muſt be done in its 
time, otherwiſe every thing is flung into confofion and nothing 


» * 0 . 


- 


can be done to purpoſe. I he” wifelt of men obſerved that 


N 


„To every thing there is a ſeaſon- and à time for every 


purpoſe under heaven.“ Opportunities are the calls of God 


to do good, which, whether they be attended to or not, will 


be quickly irrecoverably gone. We wult be 'baſty in beginning 
and wigorous in the proſecution of every good work, — chiefſy 
' the great work of our falvation—Every day is a new lif:. 
We muſt not be ſolicitous to live long, but to live well. 
"He dies in a good old age and fuil of Jears, who has lived 
in all good conſcience before God to that day. whether it 
arrives ſooner or later, in which his Father calls him to the 
enjoyment of the ſaheritance iacorruptible and eternal! 
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We K ſmall her tender 


Ne VIRTUOU 8 99 46. embrace, 
Nor eounts the fimple diſtatf: 4 
wh of Prov. Ch. XXI. diſ grace. 
25:15 rom vi 6. Her wel- filf'd hand me to the 
poor extends, 
And to the y reaches forth 
HAT ardent ſeeker finds a 9 5 hands. 


5 en fair? for her bouſhold "fears cox 
For rubies bluſh befide-her, to a piercing co * 
pear. * For all her houſhold double robes 
No anxious thoughts ber huf- infold. 
band's heart endures, Fine Coverings of tapeſtry the 
His peace her. prudent manage - makes, 
ment ſecures: And for her cloathing filk and pure 
Nor hands, nor conſcience needs ple takes. 0 0 
he to defile, Her huſband is obſerved in the 


By grafping' gain of violence, or gates. 


uile. And honour'd where the judges 


8 
She'lI'do him good, not evil, all} take their ſeats . 

her days; | Am ng tie venerable of the land, 
n_ oy vith be ber life, hes love _— his decentornaments com- 


The wool, or flax her aQive hand She, for the-ſale, the fineſt thew 


employs, - weaves, .. 

For honeſt, diligence is ſtil her And curious girdles to the wer- 

_ © choice. ' chant gives. 

Like hoon ſhe ſells her Her beſt attire, i a noble * 
home: ſpun Ware, of mind; | 

And bri $ her richeſt dainties With honourable . ever 


from a- 2 d. ; 
She leaves Ne couch before the Actioùs of merit are her con 


night is gone, choice, 
Her 6 braids the loiter-¶In — time ſhe therefore ſhafl 
| un. rejoice 
She 4 her houſe, and fills her Her mouth, ſhe opens, and her. 
ſervants hands ; words are wile, 
Nor work, without allowing food, | And from her lips no idle language 
dem uds. flies. 
She firſt ſurveys, then purchaſes No tale ſhe whipſers to her neigh- 
a field, bour's wrong ; 
A vineyard plants, with fruit her The law of kindneſs lodges in 
labours yeild. her tongue: 
Wich ſtrength and diligence ſhe The bus'neſs gf her houſe ſhe ſtil 
$ her loins, attends. 
Activity and ſkill in work con- Nor meddles in the matters of 
Joins. ber friends. © 
She taſtes the comfort of her con- No bread? of idleneſs ker palate 
ſtant toll; taſtes ; 
Burns allthe night her odoriferous} Nor huſband? s wealth in lordly 
4.00 5 . riot waſtes. 


Ariſe her children, and their mo- 


ther bleſs; Ber 
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any fair daughters virtuous 
- deeds have done, 
But thou in worth; before 


all haft gone. 


The chilz of gill, is; favour a ya 


. 
raiſe obtain. 

| | of eg Tell thee ev 
rebate diligence on her be And ey'ry want 8 


Ar No" longer would 1 then. toms 
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et me with —— 
And with aſſurance bold, 

f 0 God, as reconcilid draw near, | 
And of his * e take hold. 
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15. N D this country was better i and ook 
vated than perhaps any other part of the road by 
which he was to paſs; —yet here he ſlept ſound, and 
was favoured with tlie ſacred viſion of a ladder that 
reached from earth to heaven, at the top of which 
Jehovah appeared; and graciouſly engaged to be his 
God and protector, to guard him wherever he went, 
and bring him back ſafe to his father's houſe, and Ca- 
naan, which his ſeed ſhould afterward poſſeſs as their 
inheritance. - This dream greatly encouraged him, 
ſo that having erected his pillow for a monumemt of 
Jehovah's great condeſcenſion and mercy to him, and 
made a ſolemn bow, he went on his way rejoicing. 
The true reaſon why Jacob left, or rather fled fron - 
his father's houſe thus, ſingle aud without attendants, 
ſeems to have been the fear of his brother Eſau, who in 
the heat of his reſeurment had threatned, andno doubt 
intended, to kill him, And the Jewiſh ſtory is highly 
improbable, that Eſau's ſon Eliphaz way laid and robs 
bed Jacob at this time; for in this cat his life; which 
vas day fought, would not have been ſpared: and 

IIS : hob 
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| Jacob would neither have forgotten, nor have paſſed 
over in ſilence, ſo ſignal a deliverence. We may ob- 
ſerxe, as a further evidence that the Patriarchs did 
not ſpare their own labour, and even accuſtomed their | 
children to toil and fatigue in their early years :— 
How Jacob ſent Joſeph his favourite ſon, yet fearce | | 
ſixteen years of age all alone, from Hebron to She- - 
chem, a good days journey, to look for bis brethren, ö 
and enquire after their welfare; who not finding g 
them there, inſtead of returning to his father, tra- . 
velled another days journey, viz. to Dothan, until he t 
met with them: for alt which kindneſs theſe unna- WW ; 
tural brorkers very ill requited him, but his ftory is 2 
very well known. Further, the chaſtity of the Pa- 

triarchs, or their moderation as to women, is not U 
leſs admirable, and worthy. of our imitation and re- 1 
gard, than their induſtry and frugality.—Eſpeciall = 
when we conſider, that theſe, good men were at liberty di 
to marry many wives, at leaſt more than. one at the he 
fame time, and that they greatly deſfired rd have ma- & 
ny children. Abraham, ro whom God had- promiſed of 
a poſteriry numerous as the ſtars of heaven, though os 
his wife was barren, never dreamed of marrying ano- he 
ther, but reſolved to leave all his wealth and great th: 
fabſtance to his principal ſervant, or the ſteward of his yo 
houſehold, Elie zer of Damaſcus.—It was his beloved Ef 
wife who gave him ſecond, and not before he was rec 
eighth. ſle years of age did he comply with her re- If ry; 
queſt, to take her maid to his bed, and: marry her 
waiting woman, as his ſecond wife or concubine 
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And we muſt not look upon Abraham as a young 
man at theſe years, though he lived to the age of 
one hundred and ſeventy-five; for at the birth of 
Iſaac, thirteen years after his marriage with Hagar, 


bath he and Sarah, who was ten years younger than 


he, are called old, and ſhe laughed, as at a thing not 
only improbable, but even incredible, when God pro- 


miſed them a ſon.— And though Abraham was old, 


and no doubt earneſtly deſired to ſee his grandchil- 
dren, by his fon Ifaac, yet he did not marry him until 
he was forty years of age.—Again, though Rebecca was 
twenty years barren, and never bare but two children. 
and theſe both at one birth; yet Iſaac never took. 


other wife beſide her, as Abraham had done, 


Jacob indeed had two wives and two. concubines 
at the fame time, but we ought to conſider how he 
vas led into this ſcrape, af marrying, at once ſo many 
wives. Ir ſeems neither to have been his deſigu, nor 
directly his choice,. He ſtaid with his father Iſaac until 
he was ſeventy-ſeven years old or thereabout, waiting 


for the bleſſing which was due to him by the promiſe 


of God, who had declared to Rebecca, when ſhe 
conſulted the divine oracle about the painful ſtruggle 
he felt in her womb, the elder of theſe two ſons, 
that ſhe ſhould bring forth, ſhould be a ſervant to the 
younger 3 and alſo he claimed this bleſſing beeauſe 
Eſau had fold his birth-right to him for a meſs of 
red portage. At that age he began to think of mar- 
rying, which was not an early period of life for him 
to whe avifs though be lived one BEER: and forty 


ſevey 
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ſever! years.— He chen aſked his fair couſin Rache! 
of lier father, but could not obtain his conſent” to 
marry her, until he had ſerved him ſeven years by 
way of dowry for his daughter. For the enſtom of 
thefe ages, as we learn from this and ſeveral other 
paſſages of ſcripture hiſtory, was; that the young man 
who! aſked a virgin in marriage, inſtead of receiving 
from the father of his intended ſpouſe, ſhould give 
| Him a portion or dowry, for his daughter, and his con- 
ſent” to marry her.— And we are told by authors 
beſt acquainted with” Jewiſh cuſtoms, it is ſtill a re- 
ceived maxim among that people, that the man who 
takes a a virgin to his bed, before he has given a ſum 
of money for her dower, diſhonours her. It "ſeems 
to have been left to the ladies father to name the 
ſum, vrhich was fixed higher or lower according to the 
value he might put upon, the honour of his family and 
alliance, and the virtue and beauty. of his daughter. 
Laban, who appears to have been covetous or very 
ſelfih, both from this and every bargain which he 
made wich Jacob, inf ſted that his future fon in law 
and nephew ſhould ferve him ſeven years for his 
daughter Rachel, and did not abate him an hour of 
this ſervice.” Jacob who loved Rachel with the moſt 
honourable paſſion and ardent affection, did not reject 
the condition of his ſtingy uncle, but readily came in. 
to his propofal.- Nay, inſtead of reſlecting on his 
father in law for impoſing ſuch hatd terms upon bim. 
he ſerved him ſeven years complete with the greateſt 
faithfulneſs and pleaſure: For, as love makes pain 


and 


— e * wo _ > 
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and hardſhip eaſy and even delightful ; he ſolaced 
himſelf with this conſideration, that he thus teſtified 
the ſincerity of his regard for his beautiful miſtreſs, 
and tlie high value he put upon her perſon, her virine, 
and her charms.— Indeed, many young gentlemen 


jn theſe times may think Laban's demands high, and 


perhaps ſome ladies may judge that Jacob was rather 
a cool and diſpaſſionate lover, who could ſo long defer 
a marriage which was ſo much the object of his moſt 
ardent wiſhes.—Bur if any think thus of Jacob, they 


very much injure him. His regard for his fair couſin _ 


was moſt ſincere, his attachment to her was firm and 
faithful, and his paſſion honourable, yet violent and 
tender. But alas, how great was his diſappointment? 
how fore his diſtreſs, and how juſt his reſentment ! 
When'now in the eighty-fourth year of his age, his 
feven years ſervice being ended, he demanded his 


well- earned reward, his blooming, lovely bride, but 


was baſely cheated by his diſhoneſt uncle, and found 


n_ 


Leah impoſed upon him inſtead of his beloved Rachel. 


— This deceit, which could hardly be put upon the 


fillieſt ſimpleton in our days, might eaſily be practiſed 


in theſe times; for they obſerve the cuſtom then was, 


that after the bride-groom went to the bed- chamber, 
conſiderably darkned, the bride came to him in a veil, 
which covered her almoſt from head to fout. Thus 
Jacob could hardly difcover the trick until the morn- 
ing, Leah being as much intereſted as her father, inthe 
ſucceſs of this plot: When he was with good reaſon 
þighty provokedat the perfidy of his kinſman, yet he 

might 


* 
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might probably moderate his paſſion, by reflecting 
| That he had ſerved his aged father much ſuch a trick, 
by impoſing himſelf upon him inſtead of his brother 
Eſau: fo that as he had done to his father, juſt ſo 


God, by his father in-law, had now requited him. 


It's odds, if this thought did nor ſtart in his mind, and 
calm his rage, as his ſons long after, in their diſtreſs at 
the court of Pharaoh, reflected with painful remorſe on 
that cruel treatment they had given Joſeph. Theſe 
events of Providence, in which the finner may read his 
fin in his puniſhment, or diſcover an evident reſemblance 
between his fault and his correction, are anly the 
needful chaſtiſements of our heavenly father, by which 
he would kindle repentance in the foul, or increaſe 
penitent ſorrow and concern. Theſe ſmitings do not 
break the head, but only bruiſe the ſpirjt into pious 
contrition and regret. - Accordingly, after ſome 


warm remonſtrance and altercation with Laban, that 


he might not diſgrace and afflict his couſin, whom he 
did not conſider as very culpable, by rejecting her after 
be had humbled her, Jacob accedes to his pncle's 


Fs propoſa} and conſents to keep Leah for his wife, if he 


alſo gave: him his favourite Rachel, for whom he had 
agreed and .ferved him.—There being no law then 
enacted, ſo far as Jacob knew at leaſt, either againſt 
marrying two ſiſters, or two wives, at one and the 
fame. time. And the marriage: with Rachel whom 
be had ſo long and paſſionately loved, was forthwith 


folemnized with ſeven days of feaſting, mirth and glad- 


neſs. For ſo marriages were celebrated, both then 
12h | 8 and 
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and alſo afterwards, in the days of Sampſon and the 


Judges. Rachel proved a barren wife, to her ſore 
affliction, for this was a great reproach among the 
Hebrew women; though it was common to Rachel 
with her mother in law Rebecca, and her grand- 
mother Sarah: yet this diſtreſſed her exceedingly, 
—And after the example of Sarah; Rachel alſo 
gare her hand- maid to her huſband, that he might 
have children by her.: which was a kind of adoption 
and ſubſtitution practiſed in theſe days. Some pre- 
tend to give an abſtruſe philoſophical account of 
the notions that then prevailed on this ſubject, which 
I hardly think ever entered into the head of theſe 
plain people and ancient ſhepherds. However Leah 
following the example of her ſiſter, for there was no 
ſmall emulation between theſe two ſiſter wives, alſo 
gave Jacob her hand- maid for a concubine, that ſue 
might by this means keep the advantage ſhe had over 
Rachel, and increafe the offspring of her huſband, 
Thus you ſee Jacob, though he had indeed four wives 
together, and was not the happier for ſo many of them; 
neither deſired nor intended to marry more than one 
wife, viz. Rachel, who ſeems to have been his fa- 
yourite to the very day of her death: and yet her 
character is not in every reſpect ſo amiable as one 
would wiſh to have found that of the beloved wife of 
ſo great a Patriarch and Saint. And if we may be- 
lieve the account given us by a celebrated modern 
lady of quality, who lately travelled into Turkey ; 
even in theſe countries where plurality of wives is 

h allowed, 


a — * 
A we * 1 
N 8 
8 4 * 8 2 . Wig 


24⁰ g DETACH E D E 8 8 A 1 IT 


allowed, or Polygamy is in uſe, tlie buſband has ge- 
nerally, if not always, a beloved wife, who is the 


_ miſtreſs of the family, or goyerneſs of the reſt, that 


are little better than her fervants. Nor is this at all 
to be wondered at, for the conjugal relation can only 
ſubſiſt properly between one man and one woman: 
love or matrimonial affection muſt neceſſarily center 
in one object; or if it is ſhared out among many, aud 
divided into ſeveral channels, it dwindles into nothing, 
if it does not, which perhaps is moſt frequently the 
caſe, ſour into hatred, loathing, or contempt.— This 
fort of love will ſoon grow cold, and dozen down to 


nane, as the Scotch bard ſings, in his antique phraſe, 
It appears then, I hope, that the Patriarchs, though 


fome of them had more wives than one at the ſame 


nme, were nevertheleſs modeſt and chaſte, as well 


as ſober and frugal in their manners. 

It muſt be acknowledged however, that we cannot 
clear Judah from the charge of unchaſtity, and wan. 
tonneſs in his amours, who ſeems to have been juſtly 
pyniſhed for his irregularity, by the lewdneſs and un- 
timely death of his two eldeſt ſons, And thus God, 
in righteous judgment, often viſits the ſins of parents 


by correcting their children, and even.cutting off their 


offspring for theſe crimes which the fathers may either, 
by their ill example have taught, or encouraged them 
in by connivance, . So both . and Eli wow 
reproved. 


KA 
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Jh Editors need make no apology 10 the Public, for 
inſerting the following piece of animated and ra- 
- tional n uu them by a Friend. 07 


* v7 


The Celebrated Prince Eugene! 8 Prayer 


() My God! [ believe in thee: do thou tirengrhent 
my belief, I hope in thee; do thou confirm my hope; 
[ love thee, vouchſafe to redouble my love; Iam 
forry for my ſins ; ; O increaſe my repentance 3 [ 3 
adore thee as my firſt principle; ; 1 deſire thee as my 
laſt end; I thank thee as my perpetual benefaQtor z 
{call upon thee as my ſupreme defender. My Godf 
be pleaſed to guide 1 me by thy wiſdom, rule me by thy 
jultice, comfort me by thy mercy, and keep me by thy 


power; to thee I dedicate all my thoughts, words - 
and actions, that henceforth ! may think of thee, 4 
ſpeak of thee, act according to thy will, and ſuffer 
for thy ſake : Lord! my will is ſubje& to thine, what- 4 
ever thou willeſt, becauſe it is thy will. I beſeech 2 
thee, to enlighten my underſtanding, to give bounds 5 
| to my will, to purify my body, to ſanctify my, ſoul. | 
4 Enable me, O my God | to reform my paſt offences, 
t conquer my future temptations, to reduce the paſ- 


, ſions that are too ſtrong for me, and to practice the vir- _ 
F tues that become me. O fill my heart with a tender 

' remembrance of thy favours, an averſion for my in- 
- firmities, a love for my neighbour, and a contempr for 


the world ; let me alſo remember to be ſubmiſſive to 
ö „5 my 


11 
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my ſupefiors, charitable to my enemies, faithful to. 
my friends, and indulgent to my inferiors. O God! 


help me to overcome pleaſure by mortification, cove. 
touſneſs by alms, anger by meekneſs, and lukewarm- 
neſs by devotion; O my God! make me prudent in 
undertakings, coutageous in danger, patient under 
diſapointment, and humble in ſucceſs; Let me never 


forget, O Lord! to be fervent in prayer, temperate 


in food, exact in my employs, and conſtant in my re- 
ſolutions. Inſpire me, O Lord! with a deſire always 
to have a quiet conſcience, an outward as well as in. 


ward modeſty, an edifying converfation, end a regu- | 


lar conduct. Let me always apply myſelf to. reſi 
nature, to cheriſh grace, to keep thy commands and 
to become meet for Heaven. My God! do thou con- 


vince me of the meanneſs of the earth, the greatneſs of 


heaven, the ſhortneſs of time, and the length of eter- 
nity. Grant, that I may be prepared for death: 


That I may fear thy judgment, avoid | hell, and obtain 


Paradiſe, for rhe ſake and merits of my Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


To 
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To hn Editors of the EVANGELICAL Macgamg, 


Gente. 

2 5 the receipt of the laſt number of your 
Magazine, which contains a few ſerious queſtions 
from a correſpondent at Morpeth, I have been ſearch- 
ing among my papers for an anſwer to one of them, 
Queſtion II. which runs thus, How may a perſon 
know when he hath the witneſs of the ſpirit of God, 
teſtifying that he is one of his children?“ 

A rational and ſcriptural ſolution of this query, I 
have always looked upon as of the higheſt impor. 
tance to Chriſtians. We are bid to try the ſpirits 
whether they are of God; — which more than inti- 
mates, that many falſe ones have gone out into the 
world. It hath long been a triek of Satan to mimic 
God's voice, not only in thoſe oracular predictions 
believed by heathen nations, — but alſo in the hearts of 
God's profeſſing people. The former happily ceaſed at 
the appearance of Chriſt, the great oraele of God 
unto men; but the latter will never ceaſe, whilſt the 
devil goeth about ſeeking whom he may devour: one 
of the moſt dangerous methods to accompliſh his 
helliſh purpoſe, is to lull men aſleep in a falſe ſecu- 

rity, making them ſing -a requiem to their _ | 
* Peace, eee when there i , 2. 
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As it is certain that the ſpirit of God dwells jn all 
his children, who are the ſubjects of his ſaving ope. 
ration; and that he is not a dumb ſpirit, but ſpeak; 
in them, and enables them to ſpeak unto God, cry. 
ing Abba, Father; it muſt be as ſerious an enquiry 
as we can be engaged in, 0 know bis voice. I have 
heard many ſermons upon this ſubject - ſome of them 
very unſatisfactory, leading the hearers to truſt in vi- 
ſions, voices, and promiſes ſuggeſted to the mind; as 
if by the mere remembrance of them, the ſpirit had 
given, them a right to what they contained; but 
mall give you an extract from one preached in this 
town ſome years ago, which pleaſed me exceedingly, 
The offices of the ſpirit,” ſaid the preacher, * as 
the diſpencer and applier of Coyenant Bleſſings to 
good men, are many and various; ſuch as theſe, 2 
reprover, a comforter, &c. but ſhall confine ourſelyes 
to the two following, a ſealer and a wis. Theſe 
are nearly connected, and although the former may be 
Where the latter is not, yet they are often happily 
found together. It is by operating in and with the 
Word that both theſe offices are executed, Of the 
{rhipgs of God therein contained the ſpirit takes, and 
imparts them unto us. 'Y ou all know that a fair copy 
of the law, which is a picture of the moral perfections 
of God, was Written in the heart of the firſt pair; and 
that this impreſſion was greatly obſcured, yea almoſt 


„ SY Ao. 4 Sas | 


totally obliterated, by the clouds of darkneſs brought 
upon the mental paw-ers through the entrance of fin. 
Nowi it is _e work of the ſpirit t torenew this Tb 


F as a 


to obſerve it. Nor is this a ſlight impreſſion, but a 


the ſoul by the Holy Ghoſt; it is delineated in ſcrip? 


rater. of God in the glaſs of the goſpel, we are gra- 
dually transformed into his image. Juſtice, holineſs, 
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by ſtamping the defaced characters of truth upon the 
mind, writing the law in the heart, and riveting 
it in the inward parts; ſo that whenever we look in. 
ward, we find a copy of the law written there, toge. 
ther with 2 warm affection to it, and a promptitude 


ſtrang and indelible one, equivalent to an engraving 
or ſealing. The hard and tony heart is ſoftened and 
melted like the wax, on which the impreflion of the 
ſeal is affixed.— We might read you many texts in 
proof of this part of the ſpirits work; one expreſly to 
the point, is as good as a thouſand ; Eph. i. 13. In 
whom alſo, after ye believed, ye were ſealed with chat 
holy ſpirit of promiſe. | 

We know what the 1 image of God i is, renewed in 


ture, in which his nature and perfe&ions are made 
Known; . wherein we are informed alſo, by what laws 
his adminiſtration and government in rhe kingdom: of 
nature and grace are conducted; and what the obe- 
dience is which he requires of his ſubjects. Now by 
believing all that he ſays, by practiſing all that he com. 
mands, and by viewing habitually the revealed cha- 


mercy, yea every virtue that adorns human nature is 
to be found in us, ſo that if the ' ſcripture was loſt, 
you might recover tlie preceptive part of it, from the 
fables of the good man's heart. | 4 

What 1 
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| What hath been ſaid, tends only to prepare us for 

the doctrine of che text, which runs thus, Rom. vii. 16, 
1 The ſpitit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that 
Vo are the children of God, Here is a teſtimony 
| born to our filial relation to God; the deſign of 
which, is not ſo much to aid the operations of grace 
in the heart, as to yield us the comfort of it. Hence 
we find that real grace often is, where the joy at 
other times attending it, is not: God is at all ſeaſons 
the ftrength, but not the perpetual /ong of his people. 
Þ Now the witneſs of the ſpirit, is nothing but the evi- 
A "2M dence to the truth of the impreſſion which he hath 
4 made upon our hearts; and the agreement of that 
; ſtamp or impreſſion to the external word by which it 
was made. When by the power of reflection, and 
by means of that light which the ſpirit ſometimes 
3 throws upon his own work, we find that theſe per- 
FE  Ffcd}y agree and coincide, 7s the impreſſion: on the 
3 wax to rhe ſeal that ſtamped it; we then firmly con- 
F- . clade:thar we are the children of God. Bur when 
4 | theſe do not agree, when our hearts do not echo 
the very language of the ſpirit of God in the word; 
= Then the types are nor the ſame in both; the tables of 
_ = our hearts and the tables of the law don't agree: the 
=. writings found there, are not the engravings of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who leads God's people into all truth; 

hat which witnefſeth in yon, muſt be a ſpirit of 

error; becanſe' we” are fure that the word from 
| which i it varies, wee? ©7037 Bf 3% W 


Many 
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| Many inſtances there are, of men's believing chat 
they had tie real impreſſion of truch in their hearts, 
when it was only a counterfeit one, originating in pre- 
judice and a wrong education: whereby the word 
had been perverted, and made to ſpeak a language, 
which ihe ſpirit never intended. Thoſe perſons don't 
come to the word that their minds may be formed 
upon it, but endeavour to bend the word, that it may 
conform unto their own pre-conceived opinions. 
Hence there hath appeared in the world, ſuch 4 


variety of ſyſtems, all derived, as their makers ſay, 


from the Bible, whereby Chriſt is ſo much divided, that 
one would ſcarce believe that the fame book was hey 


tore them all. * 
We are far from aſſerting that it can 1 be expected 


men ſhould all preciſely agree in their opinions about 


the doctrines of revelation : yet we ſhall ſele& a few 
of theſe, wherein we humbly i imagine all true * 
lievers think nearly alike. | . 


Firſt, The ſcripture contains the WR. of lore 
from beginning to end, it is juſt the hiſtory of God's 
grace operating towards the ſalvation of men. NowW 


what impreſſion hath this wonderful diſcovery made 
upon thy heart? if the law of love to God and the 
brethren is not written there, thou art of thy father 
the devil, who was a deſtroyer from the beginning. 


Secondly. The ſcripture accompanied with ſo many 
evidences of its veracity, requires a ready and up- 


ſhaken faith on our part. If we don't give“ it this 
afſent ; if we doubt or heſitate whether i it is of God ʒ 
| WE 
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we thereby make him a lier, and the trutli is not in 


us. If we don't believe the chreatnings as firmly ag 
the promiſes, it is becauſe we have hearkned to Satan, 
when he ſaid, Thou ſhalt not ſurely die; believing 
the. Devi! rather than Gd. 

Thirdly. How ſtand you elde to the economy 
of; grace? Are you pleaſed with the character and 
offices of Chriſt? Do ye receive him in the whole 
extent of his commiſhon, as à king to rule you as 
well as a prieſt to die for you? Or do ye ſeek ſal- 


vation by your own works, or any other way, dil- 


dawning to be indebted to him for life? If this is ſo, 


you are too much fwelled van pride to enter the 
ſtrait gate. 
Laſtly. There are certain ordinauces, which the 


. eee upon all that profeſs to believe. We 


malt paſs by that of the ſabbath and the ſanctity it re- 


* 
- 


Euires; by comparing which wich their own beha. 
viour on that day, many have reaſon to mark, not 
Ghri/tian. - We ſhall paſs by the attendance on the 
words) Which many alſo neglect, and thereby make 
what the ſpirit fays applicable to them J hey that 


are not of God hearech not his word.“ And take 


notice of one ordinance only to which ibis politive 


command referz, Do this in remembrance of me.” 

If the ſpirit hath wrote theſe words upon thine heart, 
thou wilt no longer ſtand ſtaring at others when com- 
municating, as if thou waſt not concerned about the 


great event thereby recognized. Tr is plain thy heart 
is not caſt into the mona: of che New Teſtament. 
I _ Jeſus 


— 


299. wv. ed... ao. 
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Jeſus, anointed of the ſpirit commands, wh by ſout 


riſes in oppoſition to it. 
In ſine. As keeper of the great ſeal, of, oy 
as it were, he aſſixeth it to all he grants, authentic 


deeds, and priyileges, which God hath. defigned and 


appointed, ro enrich and make happy all the ſubjects 


of his goſpel kingdom; the impreſſion of which, a3 


ſoon as: qbferved, fills: them- with joy unſpeakable; 
The liappinefs of ſuch perſons may be eaſily inferred 
they carty the witneſs of God always about with 
them. The ſeat of ii is the heart, and it becomes like 
their own conciouſneſs: they know in whom they 
have believed with the lame certainty, as their 
own exiſtance. 
Gentlemen, | 
* . Your's;:fi a 
ani, 4 22, 1778. © ANONYMUS; 


—— — — 2 co - 


lauer, fo Queries I. and IH. 4oted Bridge- ſtreet; 
February 6, 17783 t Norchamderlaud: n 
April, 20, 1778. 


Anſwer t to Query [. | 
NR of bob duties, tranſgreſſon of 


poſitive laws ; too great Jove of tlie. world, and con- 
formity to the faſhions of the times. Theſe cauſes 
MAY BE removed, by the power of him that quieken · 


eth the dead, and calleth the things that be not as 
though they were. They may be leſſeued or reduced 
5 Li. in 
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in their effects, by Chriſtians diligently obſerving ait 
the duries they are commanded to diſcharge, avoiding 
all the fins they are forbidden to commit, and by their 
taking up their croſs and following Chriſt, after tue 
manner of his diſciples in the times of the Apoſtles. 
Thoſe that deſire to maintain a true ſenſe of reli. 


gion in their own minds, mnit mortify their affections, 


curb their appetites, reſtrain their paſſions, read the 
word of God carefully, meditate always and pray 
fervently, Add to all theſe, they muſt obſerve al} 
divine public ordinances conſcientiouſly, as much for 
the ſake of others, as for their own enjoyment, al- 
ways remembering that they are members of a body 
which has one head equally related to all the indi- 
vidual members, 

As to Query III. the anſwer is very ſhort. T le 
wicked are ſuffered to be proſperous becauſe they 


| have their good things in this life, and belong to the 


kingdoms of this world, where they have their por- 


tion: the children of Chriſt's kingdom are not of 


this world, bat have their hopes dire&ed to another 
and more enduring inheritance. They have to fill 
up in their bodies the meaſure that remains of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, that they may be conformed to 
him in all things; and becauſe they are to be rewarded 
at the reſurre&ion of the juſt, and glorified together 
with Chriſt, they are made to ſuffer hardſhips leſt they 

ſhould through eaſe, forget the object of their hope. 
© There is a better anſwer than any that I can give 
to this laſt queſtion in the 73d Pſalm, verſe 18, 2 
N tte 
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the Queriſt wants to be perfect in underſtanding this 
ſubject, 1 would adviſe, like Aſaph, to go to Tux 
SANCTUARY, where he will moſt probably find the 
diſtincte/t anſwer, | | 


„ The Author of the Anfwers to Query I. and 
III. we hope will excuſe us for omitting his equally ſen- 
ſible anſwer to query II. as the anſwer to it from Aln- 
wick had been received previous to the receipt of his. 


A MepitaTioN on PrarH. 


Tar — IO of life, and of chis ſeaſon are jult 
now greatly allayed with the rouſing warnings we are 
daily getting of our approaching change by the re. 
peated alarms of the paſſing bell. O Death! how 

inceſſantly employed is thy deſtructive ſcythe in mow- 
ing down our fellow creatures without diſtinction of 
age, ſex or quality! High and low, rich and poor, 
the magiſtrate in all the awful enſigns of his authority, 
as well as the beggar in all the loathſome badges of 
his poverty are the daily food of thy deyouring maw 1 
But king of terrors though thou be, - know, that the 
Kino ETERNAI. is thy ſuperior, thy conqueror, and 
will be thy deſtruction. O death! where is thy 
ſting? Is it not broken by theſe omnipotent arms, 


which were once extended on the accurſed tree 


Grave! Where 1 is hy victory? 15 not its very remem- 
| brancs 
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brance ctervally ſunk in that conqueſt, which the Rx- 
DEEMER,--the Captain of falvation obtained over thees 
When he tore the ignominiouſly purchaſed laurels 
from thy temples in his triumphant - reſurrection f 
Thy ſting, O Death ! is s ſin. But has not even juſtice 
pronounced that to be compleatly expiated by the 
atoning ſacriſce of CHRIST? The ſtrength of chy 
ſting is the ſanction of that divine law, of which fin 
is the tranſoreſlion, But does not the reſurre&ion of 
Chriſt demonſtrate, that he hath both fulfilled the 
precept of that law, and endured irs penalty in its 
ſullelt extent? Wherefore, aſcr ibiug the conqueſt 
gained over thee to its true author, all who have 
fl: d for refuge to lay hold on eternal life are bold to 
bid thee a defiance 6 Thanks be unto God: who 
3 us the victory thr ough dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 
It i is true, bel je vers, no more thun others, are ex- 
empt from the "natural dread of a diflolution.. No 
allliction, much leſs death in which all afflictions 
fi nally terminate, i, or can be lawfully an” object of 
x human wiſh on iis on account. As death is the 
diffolution of the buman frame, it is neceſſarily the 
object of an innocent fear, which may, and ought to 
be moderated, but can never be eradicared from the 
boſom of a any l 
It is alto true, that there i is a laudable fear of death, 


by which every good man finds himſelf moved, and 


from which he Wiſhes not to be delivered, till he hay 


emerged on the Other fide of Fordan's ſtream, It 


couſiſts in an al i preſſion, thar as death entered 
by 
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by fin, it continues by the e appointment of 
God to be a rouſing indication of fin's tranſcendent 
malignity ; a viſible proof of that juſt abhorence, in 
which it is held by the God of ipfinite purity ; and 
| 2 demonſtration, ſooner or later ſtamped on the 
ghaſtly countenance of every individual, in every ſuc- 
ceeding generation, that he is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity with approbation, or to look on fin 
withour the molt deciſive proof that it is the abomi- 
nable thing which he hateth. There is nothing in 
revelation calculated to diſpel ſuch a fear. Rather, 
every conſideration drawn from that ſacred fountain 
ſeems both to inſpire it and to give it its propet 
direction. | | 
But there is a fear of death, different den the 
former, from which he who overcame death, i in 
fome meaſure delivers. thoſe who are the heirs of 
eternal lite. It is a fear ariſing from unbelief in the 
finiſhed work of redemption, and from a too eager 
attachment to the joyleſs pleaſures of the tranſitory 
ſtate, It is a fear which conyulſes the ſoul with 
frightful agonies when the King of terrors makes his 
approaches, and robs life itſelf of irs moſt ſubſtantial 
comforts, even when he is at a diſtance. | 
Les; ghaſtly though he be, the ſaints, e 
by the faith of chat compleat victory which the cap- 
tain of the Bord's hoſts hath gained over him, can 
look him in the face unappalled. Every conſideration 
drawn from the work of redemption conſpires not 
only to ſmooth the wrinkles in his brow, but even to 
| ä r Fre 
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make him a welcome viſitant to them, when exer their 
Eord and his bids him execute the ſentence of mor. 
 rality on them. vi 

Beſides, when the loſſes and gains of a ſaint by 
dying are accurately balanced, the latter will be found 
greatly io preponderate. The good Apoſtle diſmiſſed 
lis fears of death by this powerful refleftion.——To me 
79 live, is Chriſt ;— but to die, is gain. On which ac- 
count he had a ſtrong defire to depart and to be with 
Ghrit, which he juſtly reckoned to be Jar better than 
'every objec of deſire in this world *. 

Muſt we put off the earthly houſe of this taber- 
nacle ?—lIt is that we may be clothed upon with our 
houſe which is from Heaven. It is that with the 
Body of death, we may put off the body of fin ; and 

chat, being freed from every moral ſtain, we may eter- 

- nally walk in untainted purity and in abſolute confor- 
mity tothe architype of every moral excellence. Nor 
3 the body conſigned to everlaſting oblivion in the 
grave. It is laid down in the fileat tomb, not that 
it may be a perpetual tenant in the houſe of dark - 
neſs, but chat it may aſcend triumphant from its ſoli - 
tary manſion; may put on the robes of immortality; 
may ſerve to heighten the ſolemn triumph of Chriſt 
over his laſt enemy; and may be honoured with like- 
| neſs 10 Chriſt's glorious body. Yea, even while it is 
confined to the place of ſkulls, death performs the 
kind office of laying every ſenſe to fleep, ſo that the 
grave gives no annoyance. It is not pained with the 
| | gnaWs 
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gnawings of the corroding worm. Its ſmell is net 


offended with the nauſeous ſtench of rottenneſs. 
Patience is put to no trial by the diſmal ſolitude. 


Fear is not alarmed by the ſurrounding darkneſs. 


No; theſe are objects of terror to the Hing, not 
to the dead. 

Muſt we bid adieu to the pleaſurable enjoyments 
of ume? — 80 alſo bid we a farewel to the fins 
and ſorrows, the tears and torments of life. We 
leave the ſtreams that we may eternally ſwim in the 
ocean of felicity. We {hall no more join ini ſweet 
counſel and communion with the ſaints on earth; bat 
we ſhall come to God the judge of all; to Jeſas the 
mediator of the new covenant; and to an innume- 
rable company of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perleck. | 


+. * 


Se AE n FSE 
Gres God, thy great Creator, | By ſubtle arts, your promiſes 


homage duc; T when made * 

Conſider firſt thy bus neſs, then | Let ſpeech obliging, genile, fweet- 
purſue: Iy fall, 

Converſe with honeſt men, let And in your looks at leaſt he kind 
ſuch be dear to all: 

Let ſelf-conceitedneſs in nought | Let your whole air be diſengag'd 
appear: and free, 

To others“ judgement due regard | Yet no: invite familiarity : 
be ſhewn ; Grove: none, by haſty judgement, 


Be ever modeſt to defend thy | caule to grieve; 
Love without int'reſt, without 


own: TE ! 
- Whoever ſpeaks, him with atten- fear forgive: 


tion hear; | Avoid contention, fiiendſhip cul- 
Nor ſtudy how to make thy wit | tivate; 

appear: Relpect, but never ſawn upon the 
Talk that to each whick each bet] great; 

underſtands, Aim not to wake thy friend his 
The tongue pronouncing what] thoughts reveal; 
| the heart commands: With ſzeming openneſs thy own 


Think on thy promiſe, but dif- . conceal: 


dain t' evade, : : Lend 


1 


br 


* 


| Let proper objects never want a 
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Lend readily, if lending: you pro- 
. pO ſe 3 

tle NN gives who gracefully] 


beſtows : 


. Weigh well the talent for the part | 


you'd play; 


Aid extremes, and chuſe the 7 
Abou u the bloſſom'd hedge is 


middle way: 

Speak: peace where diſcord reigns, 
aſſuage the flood, 

And 56 revenge perſiſt in doing 


| 


gl miſtakes; ; in friendſhip be | 


ſincere; 
From peeviſh thoughts thy chear- 
ful mind detend, 


Nor in raſh words diſcharge upon 
thy friend: po [ 


, Reprove with gentleneſs, with] 


truth commend z 


Laugh at a Jeſt, but laugh no! 


without end: 2 


X T each man's calling Juſt reſpect | 


ſhewn ; 


pr criticiſe to make your learn- 
. known; - 


Do: avours privately ; if you up-|, 
1 


ee 
Or publiſh. firſt, the obligation? o 
paid: 


5 Prevent petitions where you foe 


_ diftreſs, . 


Nor let the manner make the gift 


the leſs : 


If anger kindles, check th impe- 
- » tuous flame; 
Nor let thy, tongoe traduce an ab- 


ſent name: 


Let not ingratitude thy honour 


ſtain; 


Play. for diverſion, but deſpiſe the 


gain: 
Scorn to deceive ; 
but little ſpeak ; 


think much, 


reſerve what's given you, for the 


giver's ſake: 


Forgive your debtors z equal plea- 


ſure flows. . 
To him who merey finds, and 
him who mercy ſnews : 


Beer baniſh'd from thy gen'- 


- 


rous heart; 


POETRY. 2 
In ſpeaking of thyſelf, nor praiſe, 


nor blame. 
And dread to be a * to com- 
mon fame. 


q 


* 


|. 
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leen ; 


The turf again is dreſs'd in green, | 


Again, the lark aſvends the ſky, 

And leſſens on the d.flant eye. 

The ſwallow that the meads for- 
ſook, 

| Reviſitsnow, an Aſkims the brook. 

The daw to ſteeple- top upſprings. 

The clam'rous ro extends his 
wings. 

de feather'd tribe on ev? ry ſpray, 

*Channt lively carrols to the day., 

D roo Seeing þ morn's diurnal 
ignt 

— freſher biautier c on the 

Þ +4 

The leaves hang cluſt'ri FRG: on the 
trees, 


And bealth comes riding on the ; 


breeze. 
'Where'er the Goddeſs fans her 

Way. 
Creation feels her enial ſway. 
The garden wol 

ſhow*rs,  - 
Teems with a family of flowers. 
Not e'en a ray, or drop of rain. 
(or falls from en, or ſhines in 
1. vain, 


vet cho the os band of 


Heav'n, 
This liberality bas givin, = 
Beyond our wiſhes amply kind, 
Ingratitude Rift ſtains the =o 


þ 


un ſees around caleſtial pow'r,/ 


An thankleſs taſtes its gifts each 
hour  * 

He \ reaps the produce of the 
plains, 

And thinks it tribute for his pains. 

Fond wretch ! the ſordid ones 
forbear, 


Nor to thyſelf confine thy care: 
For know the Deny wa gives 8 


to- day, 
To- nighe may blaſt thy crops, and 


Bab not the ſecrets which why 


— ä ; 


makch * 1 1 
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e FATE OR OHH 3 
| Lees jr page 8100 
Tu HE ſmart of: this cotrettivn muſt be u by bY 
parents in a very ſenſible manner. For this reaſons I 
all parents ſhould certainly ſtudy picty, chaſtity and _ 
temperance, with the greateſt care and diligence, as _ 
they tender their own comfott and peace; or wiſh + 9 
the happineſs, of their children, who may be led by 9 N 
their wickedneſs into ſuch criminal practices as may "1 
cover them with *. aid bring them to an uns 3 
i end. | : 
an ee as W. 
7 1 1 08 * 8's cheraler e jr I 
Audatiac is beyend diptke very Aude j ; 
among the Patriarehs. His | hiſtory is wrote by "A 
Moſes, the firſt, if, not ſtrictly the beſt of authors, 3 


in that ſpecies of writing, that hava yet appeared.— 8. 
His ſtile is proper, and admirably ſuited to har 3 
vaſt * and multitude of fubjedy and events, Y 
* FVV 


228 DETACHED "ESSAYS, 
very remote, grand and intereſting, of which he 
treats. 

It is ſunyle ad eleganz hrief and conciſe accord. 
ing to the manner of the ancients, yet wonderfully 
Plain and clear ; and ſometimes raiſed and anjmated 
with the boldeſt figures and moſt ſtriking metaphors, 
at other times noble and elevated to the very higheſt 
pitch of the ſublime, and again tender and aſſecting 
in an amazing degree. Does not the ſong of Miriam 


en the Banks: of the Red Sea, as far excel any ode 


of Pindar, in grandeur of ſtile, juſtneſs of-thought, 
| Propriety of expreſſion, glowing figures, and beau- 
mul fimftudes, as the theme of the Hebrew bard 
ckcels in worth and importance the ſubject of the 


Greek pott! And if the fineſt hymiis of that cele. 
bdrated Pagan, than whom few, if any among them, 


ever more ſenſibly felt the inſpiration of the Muſes, 


or was more divinely warmed- with poetie fire, I ſay, 


yet if his fineſt ode were given us, in our own lan- 
guage, and the plain dreſs of a literal tranſlation, and 
compared with that ſong of Moſes in Exodus xv; 
the latter would appear, as indeed it does, a great and 
noble poem, while the former would ſhew mean, pi- 


tiful and rrifling. This is an allowed, and undoubted 


evidence of true wit, juſt thought, and proper diction, 


when it may be trausfuſed from the original into ano. 


ther language without loſing greatly, in the tranſlation) 
or eporgting as ſpirits certainly do, which are not 
very ſtrong, in pouring from one veſſel into another. 
Again Moſes's account of the creation is allowed, by 


the 


DETACHED ESSAYS, 259 


the beſt critics, to be giren in che rene elne of N 
thought and ſtile. $1007 SISNTS1:6 177 
The hiſtorian foroly makes J chovek beni is 
Creator, poſſeſt of Almighty power and omnifig 
energy; with whom to will is to effect, to command 
is to produce; when the great God is introduced, 
with ſacred eaſe and dignity, ſaying, Let there be 
light and there was light. And let there be a firma- 
ment, &c.“ Again the name or deſignation which 
Jehovah: gives of himſelf, as this hiſtorian! has re- 
corded it, I AM, or the ſelf-exiſtent; is, beyond 
diſpute moſt ſtrictly proper, and characteriſtic of the 
divine eſſence; and accordingly has been adopted, 
by all who have either direct, or indirect acquaimance - 
with the writings of Moſes.— His Hiſtory of Joſepit's 
treatment by his brethren, and of his behaviour; and 
diſcovery of himſelf, to them, is inimitably tet 
der; and at leaft equals, if it does not exceed in the 
true pathetie, Homer's laſt interview of Hector wick 
Andromache his wife, with their ſon Aſtyunax in her 
arms, than which hardly any thing can be conceived 
more aftefing, — This Epiſode is fit to melt the coldeſt 
heart, and will draw the guſhing tear from the ce 
of exery reader that has any of the feelings of a hu- 
man creature. And who can read che diſcovery of 


Joſeph to his formerly eruel brothers, without feeling 


all the emotions there deſeribed, when he loudly 
commands all ſtrangers to retire; and melts into a flood 
of tears upon his brother Benjamin's hoſom, while all 


the. brothers * aloud, and he warmly careſſed 
them 
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them every one in his turn, and his breaſt throbbed 
with alternate palpitations of livelieſt joy, ſadly 
pleafed remembrance, and tendereſt affection. Xeno- 

Phon's account of the beautiful princeſs Panthea, who 
Vas releaſed from her captivity, without price or ran- 
ſom, bythe generous conqueror Cyrus, and preſented, 
wich all her charms kindled up to the- higheſt fluſh, 
to her noble lord and enraptured prince; and Livie ' 
account of young Scipio's' delivering up the -Spaniſh 
captive dy to her tranſported lover; are not finiſhed 
off with higher ſtrokes of the trueſt eloquence, nor 
| drawn with more natural elegance, and ſimplicity» 
than this ſtory of Moſes, concerning Joſeph and his 
brethren, is related: Again, the account of the 
Deluge, of the Preſervation of Noah and his Family 
in the Ark, of the ſecond peopling of the world by 
the three ſons. of chat Patriarch, of. the Origin of 
Nations, the gradual diſperſion, of Noah's paſterity, 
and their migrations i into diſtant countries, together 
with his compendious Hiſtory of the World, and its 
Inhabirants before the Flood; of the Fall of Mao, 
as well as the corruption of mankind,” and the fatal 
iſſue of the raging wickedneſs, and total profligacy, 
of the children of. men; ; which provoked Almighty 
God to deſtroy man that he had made, together with 
the earth, its produce, and all the creatures upon it, 
by the waters of a flood chat covered the higheſt 
mountains, as well ache little hills and loweſt vales. 
Theſe events ſo. Ancient and intereſting, ſo fairhfully 
er e rehearſed, by Moſes, the Jewith 
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hiſtorian, render his writings inſtructive and enter... 
ritiing beyond all the works of any author that hath 
ſince wrote, either on philoſqphy, diyinity, law, 
chronology or hiſtory.— So that if Ariſtotle does afs 
ſert that almoſt all the learning of the Greeks is de- 


rived from the writings of Homer; with much 
greater reaſon may it be affirmed that all the Hebrew 
wiſdom, and even the rudiments, and ſoundeſt prin- 
ciples of Pagan knowledge, op Gentile learning, are 
drawn from the books of Moſes, that prince of hiſto- 
rians and lawgivers. Indeed, after he has diſcuſſed 
theſe points of general concern and higheſt impor- 
tance to every nation, he, in a great meaſure, con- 


fines his narration, to the ſtory of Abraham, and the 


events that befel him and his family; z more efpecially 
the Seed of Jacob and the Tribes of Iſrael his ac- 
count of that Patriarch's deſcent i into Egypt, and of 
che return of his poſterity, when multiplied into a 


great nation, from that land of bondage and oppref- 


ſion; af their paſſage through the Red Sea, of the 


plagues with which Pharaoh and his fubjects were 
puniſhed, for their groſs i impiety, barbarous cruelty 


and flagrant injuſtice, to their final deſtruction in the 


ſea; of the forty years which Ifract wandered in the 


| wilderneſs, togerher with their miracutous ſupport 


and preſervation in that waſte howling deſert; of the 
deſcent of Jehovah upon Mount Sinai in a flame of 
devouring fire, where he gave his choſen Tribes a 
law, ſtatutes and judgments, ſuperlaively juſt, good 
and excellent; ; a form of religious worſhip, and a 

| ſyſtem 
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ſyſtems of ſacred rites and ceremonies; minutely ex. 
1 and wonderfully: wiſe, and muſt bappily adapted 
to the ſtate, temper, and condition of that people; 
dearly deſcriptive, and predictive of the great Saviour, 
ho was both the object of their faith, and of their 
poyfal hope, and longing expectation. Finally, the 
paſſage of the choſen Tribes over the Jordan, their 
conqueſt of the Canaanites, the total extirpation, or 
expulſion, of that devoted race from this Land of Pro- 
miſe, their ſeizing and taking poſſeſſion of that coun- 
try, ſo fertile and plentiful, abounding with every 
good and deſirable: thing, in the name, and by the 
| ſpecial authority and commiſſion of the Lord of Hoſts, 
to whomthe earth pertains and, all its inhabitants; to 
whom the world and all its en with their peo 
le belong as his propertx. 
1, This chain of wonderful ar dine Wanted 
and: miraculous atchievments, no where elſe recorded, 
but as copied from him, render the fiye books of 
Mofes far more valuable than any other ancient .writ- 
ing; and indeed more precious than a rich mine of 
the pureſt gold, more excellent than a multitude of 
rubies, or the rareſt Jewels, For this hiſtory does 


ce rbibit the moſt awful teſtimonies, that are any where 
to be found, of Jehovah's deteſtation of idolatry; . 


and keeneſt abhorrence of that reigning impiety, and 
"maſt, abſurd crime, together with, all theſe fins that 
ever prevail and flouriſh under its malignant influence- 
And the marks or declarations ns of God's Jealouly. and 
| e diplealur, agaigſt tne worſhip of images, 
f and 
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and every kind of ſuperſtition; recited by Moſes, 
ſtrike the mind, affect the heart, and alarm the con- 
ſcience, in the moſt ſenſible manner that can de 
conceived; Walt 071 
There is a ov ondeHfal wiſdom and propriey in — 
diſpenſation of Providence, though it may appear 
unaccountable, if not unjuſt and cruel, to  carnaj 
minds and ſuperficial thinkers, by which Almighty 
God appointed, nay miraculouſly aſſiſted, the Iſrael- 
ites to execute his vengeance on the inhabitants of 
Canaan, for that idolatry, which then begun ſo gene 
rally to prevail in the world; eſpecially ſince it was 
the fin, to which the feed of Jacob were ſo wofully 
addicted, that in later ages they provoked the Lord of 
Hoſts, by their obſtinate continuance, or very frequent 
relapſes, into that enormous wickedneſs, to ſcatterten - 
tribes of them among the other nations, and after- 
wards to ſend two tribes for ſeventy years captives 
to Babylon; from which captivity and diſperſion 
many of them haye never yet returned. Undoubt- 
edly God could have deſtroyed the devoted nations 
of Canaam by famine, peſtilence, or fire from heaven, 
me Sodom and the cities of the plain: 

And who dürft have complained ? Who could have 
charged the Creator with cruelty or injuſtice ? Are 
not the lives of all men in his hand, or at his difpoſal ? 
May he not puniſh the guilty, and cut off the impe. 
nitent in what manner he pleaſes? But none of theſe 
ways could have proved either ſo pcwerful a caveat 


againſt idolatry to the neighbouring nations, or have 
ſtruck 
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ful hn of the ren of — crime, for 
which they were commanded, under the firiteſt pea 
nalties, to puniſh, with their own ſword, theſe, guilty 
tribes to utter exciſion As officers may command 
deſerters to be ſhot, by theſe ſoldiers whom they may 
ſuſpect, or would moſt Bred WM of wy inch: 
nation to deſertion. 


"(to be Continued. NN 
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1 Hk Falun S his — 8 pleaſing PE 
ment, and ſcaſonable reliefi in all his pains, : and the di 
ſtreſsful eyents that befel bim, was a ſerious medi, 
ration on God, Who bach rexealed his wil, and di og 
coyers, himſelf 10 us in his word and works. | This 
ezereiſe he lays, gave, him the ſweeteſt entertainments 
filled his ſoul with the pureft j joy, ſolaced bim, when 
orerwhelmed with grief, and compoſed, his min 


view e with fears, pe e with im⸗ 


* 
* ” . * 


Lu. . 


tion on God” 's ally and A application of 55 
dromiſes, fearleſs and undiſmayed, he could lay him- 
ſelf down, fleep quietly and take refreſhing reſt — 
For he remembered with firm truſt, and effected 
with joyful perſuaſion, that the bleſſed Shepherd of 
lirael neither fleeps not flumbers ; ſo that. neither f 
the terrors of the night, nor the arrow that is ſhot 3 
by day, can poſſibly eſcaps his notice or vound [any c 
of bis ſacred charge, unleſs by his wile direc- | 
tions" aud ſpecial permiſſion : He keeps, them with 
the tendereſt care, as the very apple of his eye, and 
the very hairs, of their head are all numbered. 
And again, a * of: God's holy 


word, 


a \DerdcurD 2884 


0 word, * believing reflection upon his watchful pro- 

vidence, this, bleſſed goſpel, and aſtoniſhing love to 

- finners, comforts the heart of the, ſaint, even when 

he is overwhelmed with ſorrow, and pierced with the 

” ſharpeſt pangs of grief. 80 ſays che Pſalmiſt, Why 
art thou call down m ſoul? why art thou deheded, 
or diſcompoſed 2 Truſt! in God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe 
him, he is my God and Saviour, he will take away 
my fackcloth and gird me with gladneſs: who hath 
already at many different times faved my foul from 
death, dried my tears, and kept my feet from ſtum- 
| Bling, i into vice, or thefe ſnares laid for me by wicked - 
; then,— Few or none, I think, who have carefully 
obſerved the ways of God, and the ſteps of his pro- 


1 ridence towards them, can be at any loſs to recolleſt 


various inſtances, and fome ſtriking evidences, of his 
tender care, and fatherly concern for them, Can 
theſe fail then to ſtrengthen their faith, and encou- 
rage heit hope, in God, who hath ready N 
that he wilt ftill delirer? 

But thete is an habitual meditation upon God, in 
which every pious perſon is 'daity employed; that is 
no other than the lively belief and feeling perſuaſion 
of the divine preſence, and ar affecting ſenſe of the 

all ſeeing eye of Jehovah, which ever obſerves all 
the ways of man, and ponders' all his goings. * This 
neceffarily ices in the mind; and cheriſhes, in 
the breaſt of every ſaint, holy fear and reverence 
of ' the divine Majeſty, a-Watchful care not to offend 


zii in any ling; and a r to pleaſe him 
$i in 
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in every thought of the heart, and action of the life. 
And there is further a ſtated or direct meditation 
upon the Creator and his ; works, the Sariour and 


his grace, which happily prepares for religious du- 
ties; and may be not improperly conſidered, as even 


including all the exerciſes of divine worſhip, and: the 
2 acts of Chriſtian devotion. 1 


In theſe one gives full ſcope to the mind, and\exps- 
tiates freely on the ample field of divine. Providence, 
and the moſt pleaſiug ſupject of holy ſcripture, in all 
its parts, and cloſeſt; connection. The readieſt vent 
is alſo given to the devout; feelings of the heart, 
and the pious emotions of the ſoul, while. the breaſt 


glows with holy ardor, and the ſpirit kindles with 


pure deſires, and mounts to the throne of Jehorah, 


#4 „ 


like pillars of ſmoke, or the ſweeteſt odours of. pure 


; incenſe.—-This ſtated. meditation on God. and divine 
things, which, it. would ſeem, - both Iſaac and 
David practiſed at fixed times, is a happy preparation | 
for prayer and more explicit devotion.— This may be 


attempted either in the ſilent ſhades. of night, or 
when the morning cheers us with returning Ii ght, 


when the noontide ſyn warms us with his kindly rays, 
When che Evening wraps us round with her mantle of 


ſober gray. This laſt ſeaſon, which "Iſaac, ſeems to 


have allotted for his exerciſe, 1 is often pleaſingly ſoft 
and cool, as well as beautifully ſerene: then the hea, 


does'not ſcorch, nor does the cold chil us, the bright 


beams of the ſummer ſun do not dazzle the eyes, nor 
dath che gloomy darkneſs of the night depreſs the 


ſpirits 
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1 Spirits. It is neither dicurbiugiy "noiſy, wor. iſa. 
. | See an til and quiet; while yet ſome of the fea- 
"ol Hered ſongſters cheer the air Wirth een or 
* chehanr the grove ove with their melody, | 
* Then it is ſweetly pleaſant to muſe calthly upon, 
Z and furvey ät leifure, che divine truths and works of 
Jeſus, to uſe the boch of God, or even à devout 
=. treatiſe, written either in proſe or yerſe by ſome wiſe 
and pious, though uninſpired "author, on theſe ſub” 
zecke, by türns; to quicken the now of ones thought, 
"and preen the wing of meditation. This exerciſe i is | 
boch exceedingly delightful ind ptofitable and will 
"furniſh out A happy fund of uſeful thoughts and im- 
Front fenriments, by which one may heighten con. 
_ *yerfation witk ſelect friends at proper times; and 
1 1000 fach heavenly diſcourſe with fellow Chriſtians, 
_ "as as Jehovah | kimfetf will hear with divine complacence, 
3 and record Wich ſacred'fidelity'1 in his book of remem- 
| 1 | "Thete | people mall be mite, will the Lord 
ol Hoſts lay, when I come to make up my Jewels, 
| Happy arg the perſons who have learned this Vlefſed 
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improying themfelyes and e ifying their brethren. 
Tbeſe choic cg ſouls will ne never be left alone than in re- 
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- firement, Por beiter employed chan when thus exer- 
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3 5 be May the bleſſed God react 1 efery "one "tha 


awales or e 1 ne ka be raking of 


his 
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his God, to himſelf, or of himſelf to his Creator and | 


Saviour, and of his moſt important concerns. This 


s ſurtly the happieſt preparation for prayer, ang pre- 


lude to devotion; as it fills the mind with admiring 
and exalted thoughts of Jehovah, his holineſs, righ. 
tebuſueſs, and truth; and warms the heart with moſt 
delightful views of his goodneſs, and feelings of his 
love... Thus the ſoul is humbled to the duſt before 
2 Lord of Hoſts, is covered with ſhame and filled 
with anguiſh and remorſe for ſin, and hatred of all 

vice; but revives with hope in the divine mercy, re. 
joices' with believing confidence in the Saviour's me- 
tits, promiſes, and grace, and exults in the certain 
proſpect of eternal glory. Theſe are the moſt noble 
efforts, and moſt proper employment, of the human 
mind, formed originally to converſe with God, and the 
moſt delightful exerciſe of the ſoul. Prayer is there- 
fore both the native effect, and alſo itſelf a kind of 
form, of religious meditation. 

Further, in adoration, praiſe, and nee 
one may very properly be ſaid to meditate on God, 


in his excellencies, and character, when he falls down 


before him with holy fear, and reverence, extols his 


| Majeſty, and magnifies his name, with pious praiſe, 


and acknowledges - his aſtonjſhing love, numberleſs 
favours, and precious benefits, with the warmeſt. 


feelings of thankfulneſs. When thus engaged in 


worſhiping his God, the holy ſoul cannot poſſibly 
reſtrain himſelf, but muſt ardently implore pardoning 


eee and renewing Bones and aſk with pious ear- 
| | neſineſs 


* 
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neſtneſs the divine ſpitit, in all his fanRifying and 
eomforting influences, inſpired wich à facred confi. 
dence and joyful aſſurance of being heard and ac- 
etpred; thfough the merits of the bleſſed Redeemer. 
Then the ſaint gives himſelf to God with the ut. 
= moſt cheerfulneſs, and reſigns his ſonl, nay his all, 
to the ſervice, direction, and diſpoſal, of the bleſſed 
eus, who loved ſinners, and gave himſelf for them. 
{the ſame time; the heart, expanded with love, and 
plowing with gratitude; will naturally intercede, pray, 
ane; give thanks, for alf men, earneſtly deſiring, that 
they may be ſayed with everlaſting ſalvation; being 
particularly concerned for the happineſs, comfort and 
improvement, of the houfheld of faith, the devout 
worſhippets of the bleſſed God, and all the ſincere 
| diſciples of the holy Jeſus, Thus ought every one 
| daiiy to meditate on God, and worſhip his Maker, 
in private,' and erbt in the cloſet ant family, if ſo 
coungcted. and regularly in that aſſembly of ſaints, 
or congregation! of- Chriſtians,” wich which Re does 
gde. ot ſtatedly join in acks of devotion. More- 
oper one meditates on God, when he reads his 
Word, hears che truths of holy ſcripture preached, 
conſiders the” precepts of the divine law, the, 
doctrines of the bleſſed goſpel, and the pro- 
miſes Of grace; with ſerious / attention, aud 
applies theſe to his conſcience," and treaſures them 
up io this heart; wich ſacred fidelity and devout re- 
2 In this manner, al Chriſtians ſhould ackniow- 
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day, and celebrate his wonderful love to ors: and 


marvel grace, in Immanuel every night; but 
eſpecially on that day, which God hath made truly 
illuſtrious nd Jefus hath diſtinguiſhed, by his reſur- 


rection from cha dead · Then ſhould each one lift up 
his heart with his hands to God in the heavens, 
with pious ſincerity, exalted de votion, and conſcien- 
tious regularity. And whoever profanely neglects 
this ſo reaſonable ſervice, ſacrilegiouſly robs Almighty 
God of that homage which he requires, and impi- 
ouſly witholds from his Saviour that reſpect, which 
he does juſtly demand from every one of his diſeiples. 
Further, Chriſtians meditate on God whenever they 
give a public declaration of their faith in Jeſus, whom 
all are commanded to honour as they honour the 
Father, and eſpecially when they remember his death 
ar his own table, fir down among the children of 
God, eat and drink bread and wine, in grateful com. 
memoration of Immanuel's painful ſufferings, bloody 
paſſion, and deceaſe, which he accompliſhed at Jeru- 
ſalem; declare their entire dependance on him for 
life and falvation, as their deareſt Lord and alone 
Redeemer, their gracious God and only Saviour; and 
their firmeſt reſolutions to follow and ſerve him all 
the days of life, with pious fidelity, and increaſing 
zeal : And they then profeſs and cheriſh the moſt 
pleafing hopes, and earneſt" longings for his ſecond 
glorious appearance without ſin, unto the final ſalva- 
tion of all his ch6ſen : and alſo cultivate the moſt 
tender love and affectionate regard ic to all his people, 
. who 


of he 
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who are allitheir brethren and kindred, not only ac. 
cording to tha fleſh, but alſo the ſpirit and ar the | 


ſame time they awaken in their breaſts, andiriver in 


their hearts, the keeneſt hatred of. fim,, and abhor- 
rence of all vice, and moſt lively ſorrow for. their own 


| tranſg 11 reſſions, And feeling regret for heir Almen, 


which the Redeemer ſhed. his blood to purge and 
expiate; ſince without this effuſion, of his precious 
blood there was no pardon to be. granted, no remif- 
fon could be obtained. 1 

In theſe different ways ſaints may meditate on God, 
and opght to comemplate his excelleneies, as theſe 


thine | in the face of a Saviour, or glaſs of the go. 


ſpelz to admire his wonderful counſels, ſtupendous 


war ks, and matchleſs gracez ; and may 15 nay often 
| are, raviſhed with his. love. 


Such i is the life of a Chriſtian, the. en 


| and. entertainment of a believer in Jeſus} the ſer- 
vice which his God requires of bim, the pleaſure 
with Which he is refreſhed, and the. comfort with 


which he is ſolaced.— And does not this life of piety 
. evidently appear to be a way.of pleaſantneſt, a con- 
tinued ſeries of heavenly, delight and ſatisfaction, and 
. path of peace and ſafety? ? Moſt certainly in this 


way of righteouſneſs, and religion there i is life and 
happineſs to be found; and neither: death nor danger 


to be feared, | The int, you ſee, conſtantly walks 


with his God, and is to his own ſenſible apprehenſion, 


ever under the eye and immediate inſpection of the 
Lord his Makers who ee behglds. him with 
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the kindeſt aſpect of divine complacence and appro- 
bation. He travels through this world converſing 
with his faithful Creator, and Heavenly Father; 
ſereened with his bleſſed ſhadow from all hat m, and 
leaning on his Saviour with kindly familiarity and pious 
freedom. Bleſſed are all theſe people who thus me- 
ditate on God and his works, for they neceſſarily 
muſt ever praiſe him with holy ſatisfadion and de- 
light. The pious Pſalmiſt preferred this far before 
every other courſe of life; A day ſpent in this man- 
ner was vaſtly better, in his eſtimation, than a whole 
life time of vice, and impure pleaſure. And when 
he could not acquit himſelf with happy eaſy; and his 
Vonted delight; in theſe exerciſes of devotion, his 
mind was perplexed, and his heart was opprefled 
with grief and ſorrow. 

Wicked men, are then wretchedly blind, and wofully 
infatuated, who fly from their Maker in ſearch of plea- 
fure, and happineſs ; becauſe they turn their backs on 

the defired objeA. For the pure fountain of life is only 
to be found with God, and in his ſervice one can 
only taſte theſe refreſhing ſtreams of delight that flow 
at his right hand, from under his ſacred throne, But 
the ſinner can find neither peace nor comfort, in the 
ways of vice, and courſe of the world, He may in- 
toxicate himſelf with the ſtolen waters of criminal in- 
dulgence, and ſpend all bis money, time and labour, 
in hunting after guilty pleaſure, and ſqueezing falſe 
joy from ſinzül practices; yet theſe can neither quiet 
his mind, not comfort his heart, but only ner 
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his miſery and increaſe his pain. All that are far 
from God ſhall periſh, and every one that goes aſtray 
from him, plunges himſelf into the gulf of utter ruin, 
if repentance do not prevent final perdition.— 
All that thirſt ſhould certainly then come to theſe 
waters, and repair to this fountain of heavenly j joy 
and divine comfort: they ought to meditate on God 


| _ and his works with pious attention, and diligence, 


believe in Jefus, take on his yoke, and receive his 
ſalvation; admit the teſtimony of Jehovah, and truſt 
his faithful promiſes ; ſo ſhall they find reſt to their 
uneaſy minds, relief to their wounded and diſtreſſed 
conſciences, and heavenly refreſhment to their anxi- 
ous hearts and ſouls diſtracted with guilty fears and 
worldly cares. This is the reſt by which Jeſus cau- 
ſes the weary to reſt. we 
© Newcaſtle, Max, 1778. | R. F. 


To the Editors of the EvANxOELICAL Macazine. 


Gentlemen, 


DS < R euGco is the life of the ſoul, and without 


it, man would be but a machine ſet on motion by 
certain ſprings, a mere Automaton, ignorant of his 
origin and of his end, haying only at beſt a confuſed 
ſentiment of his exiſtence, a reaſon without diſcern- 


nent, a mind without reflection, a heart only for 
drawing 
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drawing breath and living, following blindly the im- 
pulſe of the ſenſes, not knowing what he is; What 
ſurrounds him, what ſhall become of him, what he 
can hope for, or what he may dread. — How de- 
plorable maſt the condition of man be without reli- 
gion! It is religion that brings under a juſt regula- 
tion his ideas, his inclinations, his deſires; that ex- 
tends his views; ennobles even his Moſt indifferent 
actions; and which making him independent of all 
mortal things, and the maſter of his paſhons, places 
him above the promiſes and menaces of fortune, the 
_ pleaſures and pains of life, good and ill ſucceſs, and 
makes him find conſolation, at leaſt always hope, in 
death itſelf. | 

Should a man find himſelf from his infancy, ſolitary, 
ſequeſtered, and as it were, wandering and loſt, in a 
country unknown to the reſt of men; would he not 
be naturally and even neceſſarily led to contemplate 
the admirable ſpectacle of nature, to caſt an eye on 
that immenſe and ſtupendous volume (where the ideot 
may read as well as the moſt expert) to comprehend 
the exiſtence of a ſovereign being, to be ſenſible of 
the gratitude all other beings owe him, to be con- 
vinced, that this gratitude requires love, that this 
love cannot be manifeſted without external ſigns of 
ſubmiſſion and reſpe& ; and that theſe ſigns are, in 
fact, what is called natural religion and worthip. 

I am therefore convinced, that there are no Athe- 
iſts, and that there never were any; becauſe in order 
to be ſo, one muſt be able to prove clearly and in- 
vincibly 
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vincibly the non-exiſtence of God, which js no more 
poſſible to man, than to make a. God of himſelf, tg 

annihilate the world and create a new one: Hiſtory 
informs me, that ſometimes fires, wheels and gibbets 

have been prepared for Atheiſts; for my part, I weuld 
only treat them as perſons of an inſane turn of mind, 
who ought to be leſs puniſhed chan pitied; and I would 
condemn them at moſt to be ſhewn with thoſe lunatics, 
who believe themſelves to be kings and emperors, 
The far greater number of infidels are ſo only by li- 
bertiniſm or oſtentation. This may be a common rule, 


from which I do not except even the famous Spinoſa, 


Atheiſm may be on the lips, but can neyer be in the 
mind or heart. It is a maſk that gives an air of know- 
ledge and intrepidity to ignorance and weakneſs, but 
which always tottering, requires the care of being 
| continually held up. | 
But the Chriſtian . gives ton man, as it were, a 
new life | It raiſes him above his nature, it truly 
ennobles him, and inſpires him with love of order. 
1 purifies his knowledge; it exalts in him che | 
innate principles of juſtice; it guides, ſupports and 
conſoles him ; and it eſtabliſhes bim the . miniſter 
and interpreter of the gratitude of all the beings of 


nature, which cannot proclaim the glory and power 
of their author. . 


| Trovcnrs 


41. . 
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THoucHTs on Jos xxi. 15. 


| What is the ALMIQUTY, that we ſhould ſerve him? 


Wo RDS of horrid import! Who, unleſs actu- 
ated by the infernal paſſions of a PHaraon®, have 
ever dared to utter them with their tongues! Yet, 
alas if the actions of mankind be the moſt determinate 
fgns and moſt expreſſive language of their genuine 
fentiments,—there is no thought expreſſed more fre- 
quently, and with leſs ambiguity than that, which is 
couched in thoſe ſhocking ſounds! In the ears of Gor, 
who is infinitely above being impoſed upon by appear- 
ances, can the uniform conduct of the greateſt part 
of mankind, yea of profeſſed Chriſtians have any 
other, any better meaning? What elſe is the import 
of an almoſt total neglect of cloſet duties, and of fa- 
mily religion? What other interpretation can the 
almoſt univerſal contempt of the Chriſtian ſabbath 
have, at the bar of reaſon and at the tribunal of 
truth? ls not the Lord's day frequently ſpent, either 
in trifling amuſement or in unneceſſary journies ? Is 
it not even often conſumed in projecting the labours 
of the ſubſequent week, and not ſeldom in the haunts 
of luxury, luſt and intoxication ?—Of what other 
import are the horrid oaths, with which the chaſte 
ear is ſhocked in our ſtreets and in every place of 
public reſort In one word, in what other way can 
| ES | -- the 
* Exod. v. % 


28 DETACHED ESSAYS. | 
the impenitence and the reſolute perſeverance of the 
generation in the moſt palpable tranſgreſſions of the 
divine law be interpreted; eſpecially at this time, 
when Go, by a great variety and multiplicity of pro. 
Yidential occurrences, is declaring in the moſt alarm 

ing manner, that he is about to PR us for our ac 

cumulated iniquities? 

Ah fellow ſinners! how depraved muſt we be, 
who are habitually diſaffected to the God of venerable 
majeſty, conſummate wiſdom and inexhauſtible mercy! 
How muſt our taſte be vitiated, who can reliſh any 
thing rather than the ſupreme God, and find plea. 
ſure in the meſt abje& ſlavery, rather than in the ſer” 
vice of that only adorable Bz1nc, who has bound us 
to himſelf by every poſlible tie of duty, intereſt and 
gratitude Were our bodies all over-run with rotten 
ulcers ; were our features . univerſally convulſed and 
diſtorted into the moſt frightful forms; were our na- 
tural inſtin&s ſo vitiated, that, loathing every ſpecies 
of healthful food, we delighted to crawl on the earth, 
feeding on its mire and pollution; all this would leave 
us infinitely ſhort of being ſo odious and horrible 
monſters, as God and our own conſciences pronounce 
us to be, when our actions prove us diſaffected 
to the fountain of all perfection, and to the moſt ho- 
nourable of all ſervices ! 

Te, whole conduct echoes in the ears of Jexovan 
theſe frightful accents,” What is the Almighty, that we 
ſhould ſerve him!—know that your crime is moſt un- 
natural, Yes; He, * whom you dare in this 

| manner 


| 
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manner to rebel, is your FaTHER, in a more ſublime 
ſenſe than your earthly parents can be. What were 
you twenty, thirty, forty, or at moſt a hundred years 
ago ? you were nothing, and you would have con. 
rinued ſo to all eternity, had he not commanded you 
into being. And yet the ſucceſſive actions in the line 
of your conduct put the horrid queſtion What is the 
Aluichrr, that we ſhould ſerve him! Ah tremble 
at yourſelyes, as the vileſt and moſt unnatural mon- 
ſters! Should all the world treat Gop as you do, 
what would be the conſequence? Certainly this earth 
would be converted into an hell, while there would 
not be found one ſervant of Gap among the countleſs 
millions of Adam's poſterity ! If you have a right to 

aſk the blood-chilling queſtion, they have too. Or, 
| have you any peculiar indulgence in this caſe? Can 
you produce an exemption from the authority of the 
Gop who made you, and from his univerſal law, 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
ſhalt thou ſerve*? —O that men were wiſe, and 
would conſider, with due horror, the blaſphemy i im- 
ported in a life devoted to impiety and vice! 


8 7 N 
* Matt. iv. 1e. h 
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Of SICKNESS. 


Aras, ns ſpirits! whither are | 


e fled 
There now is ev'ry heart-dilating 


ſtrain 
The jeſts, that oft to peals of 
laughter led, 


And triumph'd o'er futurity of 


4 pain, . 

The blood, that late in tides of 
vigour flow'd, + 

And felt no ebb, whilſt health pre- 
_par'd the way, 

Thro' the choak d channels ſcarce 
can find a road, 

* — 1 the feeble pulſe to 


wha 


3 avails the youthful 
ngth that taught 


Fo ſcorn fatigues, and dangers 


to defy, 

The manly nerve with pow'r e- 
laſtic fraught, 

The quick-touch'd ear, and pe- 
netrating eye. 

Sleep, gentle ſleep, that once my 

_ lidsencloC'd, 


| 
And lult'd, uncall'd my fearleſs | 


* ſoul to reſt, 

| Now leaves me. tho? invok'd with 
tears, expos'd, 

To the ſharp anguiſh of a troub- 


led breaſt. 


- * mory 
Greets me with tidings of return- 


No more the lark, ambaſſador of 


ing day; ; 


7 
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* No more I hear the hunter's early 
Nor fee the Sun's e 


ray. 

The ruddy / ne&'rine fades u upon 
my cheek, 

Parch'd is the ſhining fluid of 
each eye, 

And on my tongue, where free- 

dom uſ'd to ſpeak, 

Unfiniſh'd accents in-sbortion die. 

Yet Riill the mind, th” immortal 
mind remains, 

And ruminates at large on folly 


pa 
And tho” ſhe' 16v'd to ſport on 
pleaſure's plains, 
* and turns a penitent at 
aſt ; 
Ah dur that man ſo rationally 
de 
Careleſs alike in 
Should court 
reaſon's aid, 
And diſregard his ſoul's eternal 
health. 
To thee, O God, thy ſuppliant 
lifts his eyes, N 
To thee, ſupreme, omnipotent, 
' andjuſt; 


poverty or wealth, 
is miſery, ſpurn 


ou thee alone for. ſuecour he re- 


lies, 


And i 0 thy goodueſs places all his 


Teach me with patience meekly 
to ſubmit, s 

To whatfo'er thy wiſdom ſhall 
judge beſt. 

To ſay with bumble Job; —the 
Lord thinks fit, 

„ Gieing'or taking let his name 


be biet. 
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Of the FATRIARCHS. 


| [ Continued from page 264.] 


F OR theſe cauſes, Jchovah deſtroyed that abandon - 
ed,totally depraved, and incorrigible generation, or 
rooted out that idolatrous people from Canaan, who | 
were ſo enormouſly wicked, abominably polluted, and 
ſunk ſo far in the very loweſt kinds of brutal i impurity 


and baſeneſs, that their very land ſpewed them out with 


Joathing and horror, as unable to bear the weight of 
their moſt daring impiery and atrocious crimes: 
Yet he, who is flow to anger and great in kindneſs, 
did not at laſt proceed to this extremity, but with | 
great appearing reluctance, to ſpeak in human lan- 
guage, and with all poſſible reverence, of him, whoſe - 
ways are not as our ways, nor are his thoughts any 
thing like our thoughts and conceptions: for they 
are raiſed infinitely farther above our apprehenſion; 
and jdeas than the heavens riſe above the earth. 
Bat as he talks to us, ſo he allows us to ſpeak to 
kim in the diale& of mortals; for this very good 
reaſon, that we can neither uſe nor underſtand * 
other rongue or language. 

I, 5 For 
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For he kept the Children of Iſrael forty years in 
the wilderneſs, both as a juſt puniſhment of their 
unbelief and ingratitude, and that he might allow 
the wicked Canaanites ſome farther ſpace to repent 
of their fins, or to retire from their country, and 
fave their lives from the fword of Joſhua, and utter 
deſtruction. No doubt, ſome of them took the 
warning given, and left their native land to go in 
fearch of a new habitation, —Many of theſe people, 
either then or afterward, took ſhipping and failed for 
the northern coaſts of Africa, where they ſettled, and 
built Carthage, and other cities, that became famous 
in later ages, for extenſive dominion, arts. and arms, 
wealth and commerce. But the greateſt amber. 
| hardened in their vices to infatuation, waited the com- 
ing of the Iſraelites, who, they; knew, had a com- 
miſſion to cut them off root and branch, or drive them 
out of their land, from Almighty God, who had di- 
vided the Red Sea before that people, drowned 
Pharoah and his hoſt in thefe deeps, and deſolated 
Egypt with many ſore plagues, And thoſe people, 
together with their impious princes, to the number of 
torty-three, who ſet Jehovah at defiance, and pro- 
poſed to-keep poſſeſſion of their land, and defeat the 
grant which he had made of it to his choſen people, 
fell by the fwcrd of Joſhua and were utterly deſtroyed. 
And thefe twelve tribes, after having executed divine 
vengeance on the former inhabitants, for cheir obſti. 
ghuate idolatry and wickedneſs, received the land for 


their 1 8880 pate the Lord of * the God 
of 
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of their fathers, whom they had engaged to worſhip, 
and were commanded to ſerve. | 
In this country ſituated on the confines of Europe, 
Aſia, Africa, and the lites of the Sea, between the two 
mighty kingdoms of Egypt and Chaldea, as famed 
for learning and extenſive empires, as infamous for 
idolatry, and its conſequent: debauchery : Iſrael was 
fixed, by a ſeries of unconteſted miracles, as a holy 
nation, and kingdom of prieſts, who had received 
{his ſtrict charge from Jehovah, and held their land 
on this expreſs condition ; that they ſhould preſerve 
Ihe worſhip of the one true God, pure and uncor- 
rupted, as he had taught it them by his ſervant Moſes; 
and cleave to his ſervice with ſtricteſt tenaciouſneſs, 
and ſacred fidelity. It ſeems alſo farther to have been 
a part of their charge, as has been hinted before, 
to inſtru& the nations around them that would learn, 
the knowledge and practice of true religion. Their 
proſperity and ſucceſs, glory and happineſs, depended 
entirely upon their faithful adherence to the worſhip 
of Jehovah, the God of their fathers, and whenever 
they revolted from his ſervice, his judgments did 
overtake them, diſtreſs and miſery overwhelmed them, 
until at length wrath came upon them to the very ut- 
termoſt, and they were ſcattered among the nations 
from one end of heaven to the other. 
, This was a nation far more ancient and illuſtrious, 
than either the Greeks or Romans, and that ſerved 
much more glorious purpoſes in providence than any 
of the famed monarchies of antiquity ; and therfore 
VVV ta eir 
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their hiſtory muſt be incomparably more intereſting, | 
inſtructive, and entertaining, than the works of He- 
rodotus, Thucydides, or Livy, or any other of the 
moſt noted writers either of Greece or Rome. Moſes 
hath wrote this hiſtory, from the firſt father of that 
people, and founder of their nation, to their ſettle. 
ment in Canaan, with a dignity, candor, and impar- 
viality, that hardly ever was equalled, and cannot be 
outdone. ' Here the wonderful works of God are 
recorded, his ſacred laws and divine oraeles are de- 
livered, in a ſtile. worthy of the great Creator, — che 
giorious Lord, and righteous Sovereign of the uni- 
verſe. This divine author, who united in his perſon, 
the character and qualities of prince and lawgiver, 
prieſt, prophet, and hiſtorian, hath alſo foretold, 

with amazing clearneſs and preciſion, the future fates 
of the Ifraclitiſh nation, their proſperity and glory; 
their great empire, which, in the days of David and 
Solomon, extended from the great ſea, or Mediter- 
ranean, to the great river Euphrates ; ; Pay; to the 
Ends of the earth, and extremities of the then known 
world; and ſo was perhaps not inferior to either of 
the famous monarchies of the Aſſyrians and Chal- 
deans, which ratber ſucceeded than preceded it, 

Moſes hath aiſo evidently ſeen in prophetic viſior!, and 
with pointed accuraty, predicted the declenſion of 
that kingdom, the captivity of the Jews, unto. their 
Anal diſperſion, and even that wre tched ſtate i in which 


they now exiſt'; a reproacli, a hy-w_rs and proverb*, 
we fy 
3 | | 5 


* 
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. mockery and deriſion, among all the nations of the 


world, whither in righteous judgment God hath ſcat= 
tercd that people, once ſo renowned and reſpectable 
as the favourites of heaven, and that were either | 


| highly eſteemed, or greatly dreaded, in all the coun- | 


tries where they were known. The writings of Moles. 
are 2 noble abridgment of the Hiſtory ot the Iſraelitiſh 
people, for near two thouſand years, from their very 
infancy, and their erection into a kingdom, uar its 
diſſolution, the burning of their temple, and the ſack. 
ing of their capital Jeruſalem, far more famous than 
either ancient "Troy, Tyre, or Carthage, Nineveh 
or Babylon.—-This nation were, as has deen ſaid, 
the divinely authoriſed teachers, and inſtructors of . 
mankind, the prielts and-the prophets of all the na- 


tions, until the great Prophet and Saviour made his 


appearance in the world: They were the reat 
patterns af divine worſhip, and models of rational 
piety, and then acceptable devotion, as being the 
great depoſitaries of revealed truth, and keepers of 
the ſacred volumes of inſpiration. And from this 
ſource, the Pagan tribes, philoſopers and poets, have 
derived all the knowledge of God and divine things» 
either knowingly a and directly, or by unperceived and 
diſguiſed tradition, which is to be met with in their 
writings, and is worthy of regard, ' And this firſt 
writer Moſes, hath acquitted himſelf, as an hiſtorian, 
with that une xampled modeſty, ſelf-denial, and firm- 
neſs, that can never be denied, but will be admired 


by all the I and judicious, of which ilriking- 


evi- 


3 
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evidences will readily occur on the moſt curſory pe- 


xafal- Does he proclaim,or needleſly expatiate on the 


virtues of his nation, or his own generoſity and piery ? 
Does he conceal his own faults, and fins, or any thing 
elſe about his birth and circumſtances, that might feem 
mean, little, or conte mptible! ? Or does he ſink in 
flence, a practice confeſſedly common among Gentile 


authors, the vices, ingratitude, and infamous idolatry 


of his people, and countrymen? No, he recites all 
theſe things, however diſnobourable, with naked 


plainneſs, and undiſguiſing fidelity and exadtneſß. 


This is indeed not the manner of men, eſpecially 
contemporary hiſtorians, but it is the acknowledged 
manner of Moſes, the man of God, and ſacred hi- 
florian of the Iſraektes; a people that have exiſted 


in the world for near four thouſand years, when all 


the ancient nations are ſunk in oblivion, or gone down 


to utter deſtruction, ſo that no remnant of them can 


be produced, no veſtige of them can be found. 
This is the nation which Moſes hath choſen for the 

rheme of his hiſtory, and in treating this ſubject, he 

hath alfo given ſtriking proofs of all the virtues of a 


wiſe and good man, and all rhe abilities of a moſt ac- 


compliſhed author, and reſpectable writer. 
Abraham is very illuſtrious among the Patriarchs, 
and his name has ever been famous, both in Aſia and 


even in Europe, as well in aneient as in modern times, 


not only among Jews and Chriſtians, but alſo among 
Turks and Pagans. Nor is this his renown, which 
ts fo very high, and * ſpread ſo far, at all won- 


deczul 
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derful, unmerited, or in the leaſt unaccountable. it 
ſhould rater have ſurpriſed us, if a perſon, of ſuck 
high digaity, eminent piety, wiſdom, and virtue, had 
not not been celebrated with deſerved praife, and 
mentioned with the greateſt honour and reſpect. 
When we conſider how Jehovah called himfrom Ur in 
the landof Chaldea, and directed him totravel toCanaan, 
a country that lay above four hundred miles diſtant 
fypm the place of his nativity, that he might only ſo- 
journ, but poſſeſs no heritage there. Yet God pro- 
miſed, and even confirmed this, with his ſolemn oath, 
that he would give him an offspring numerous as the 
ſtars of heaven, which ſhould inherit Canaan as their 
property; that he ſhould be the father, not barely 
of one but many nations, and of a ſeed or defcendant, 
in whom all the families of the earth ſhould be bleſſed: 
Or, in other words, that the promiſed ſeed, and great 
Saviour ſhould deſcend from him; who ſhould deſtroy 
ſin and aboliſh death, the power of ſatan, aud works 
of the devil, bring life and immortality to cleareſt 
light, and be indeed the author of everlaſting ſalva- 
tion to all that obey him. And Abraham believed 
God's ſacred word, faithful promiſe, and ſolemn teſti- 
mony, with pious readineſs; and truſted the divine | 
declaration with unſhaken confidence, and this was 
accounted to him for righteouſneſs : or, as it may be 
underſtood, he acquired the beſt right, and indeed 
the only title which a ſinful creature, or perhaps any 
creature, 'can ever plead, to eternal happineſs in the 


divine Saviour, Hence Abraham obtained the great 
8 name 
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name and glorious title of the friend of God, the fa. 
ther of-the believing, the parent of piety, and pattern 
or ſacred: model, and reſtorer of true religion; thar 
ſeems to. have been almoſt loſt, or faſt retiring out of 


the world, when this Patriarch left Chaldea. The 


faith of Abraham endured many ſevere trials. He 
left his country and kindred without knowing whither 


he went. He waited for a ſon by his wife for twenty 


| fire years, until both he and his ſpouſe were far ad- 


vanced in life, and ſhe paſt the age of childbearing. | 
And laſt of all he obeyed: the command of God by 
offering, in deſign at leaſt, his belored ſon Iſaac, a 

 facrifice on Mount Moriah. Yet he ſtaggered not 
at the promiſe, nor called in queſtion either the 
power or fidelity of Jehovah; but truſted with un- 


haken firmneſs the divine word, and ſo gare to 50 


* 
* $ 
. LI 


all the glory of his faithfulneſs and ttuth. 


Therefore Jchovah put the [higheſt en upon 


| Abraham, whenhe fware that! in bleſſing he would bleſs 


him, and is not aſhamed to be called his God; but 
rather ſeems to glory in, and repeat with ſacred plc a. 


: ſure, the title, I aw the God of A bee ai 


prepared for them a city. I lier 630% 
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To che Editors of the EVANCELIcAH Macazines | 


| Gentlemen, | 


i theſe 7 houghts on Peace fit yo your ir ufiful Magazines 
pleaſe to inſert them ; if you Judge otherwiſe, returu 
them: : in either of theſe ways, you will oblige, 
| Gentlemen, | 
Tour Conſtant Header, 
. e PHILEIRENUS, . 
| | A Lover os Pzaces 


ack is c one e of the beſt gifts &f beadch white 
in the Jewiſh acceptation of the term, and .in the 
Saviour's ſalutation, expreſſes all the happineſs we. 
can defire for ourſelves, or wiſh to our friends, The 
angels, in their ſong, congratulated mortals, for that 
Peace was now enſured to them by Meſfah's birth, 
who appeared in the likenefs'of ſinful fleſh, to take 
away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and the efluſion | 
of His blood: He is indeed the Prince of Peace, who 
proclaims it to them that are afar off, and to them 
that are nigh. © Jeſus bequeutlis Peace to his beloved 
friends and all his diſciples, which he 2 with 
bis blood and conveys in his goſpel. How de- 
cent is peare, how lovely is friend{li in, among the 
ferrams of the fame Lord, the children of the fame 


; 04. family, | 


* 
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family, the profeſſors of the golpel, and nen 
of the God of Peace Fo 
All Chriſtians ſurely ought to cultivate peace and 
_ friendſhip, and purſue it, even when it may ſeem to 
fly from them, and to purchaſe this ſo valuable an 
acquiſition at any price ;—1 ſay at any price, becauſe 
' Knful compliances and criminal conceſſions, do never 
make, but mar peace; ſet a man at variance with 
his. Makery and with his conſcience.” Therefore, 
though ſinners may flatter themſelves with the vain 
and groundleſs hopes of enjoying peace in their evil 
ways; yet they. can have neither friendſhip with God, 
compofure in their minds, nor tranquility in their 
Puls: none that tread in theſe paths can ever ſee 
peace. The Plalmiſt's counſel points out the only 
way, and certain method of obtaining this ſo preci- 
ous bleſſing: To depart from evil and do good; then 
we both. ſeek ay, find peace, attain and ſecure it.— 
| Peace with God is only obtained by faith in the Sa- 
viour, and. believing his goſpel ; ; in- which God ſo- 
| lemuly declares and proteſts, that anger is not in 
him, ncither doth he defire the death or ruin of the 
tranſgreſſon,, 1 but only the deſtruction of fin, which 
- his Son appeared to-take away and aboliſh, in all its 
di ſmal eſſects. Whenever we truſt i in Jeſus, and im- 
prove his promiſes- and grace aright, depending on 
the Saviour to waſh away the fouleſt ſtains of. guilt 
with his precious blood, and to purify us from every 
vice by bis Holy Spirit; chen we are juſtified, and 
| haye peace wich God through his Son. And if God 
be 
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be for us, who can be againſt us? If he gives us 
peace, who can diſturb or moleſt us? We are chen 
in league with the ſtones of the field, and the beaſts 
of the earth. Jehovah is our defence, and his An- 


gels are our guard. Bleſſed above other mortals is 


every one who hath the God of Jacob for his ſhield 


and protector: and ſo long as we ſtudy to keep con- 


ſciences void of offence, ſo that our hearts cannot r 
proach us, nor our conſciences convict us of any 
grols crimes, or allowed tranſgreſſions, our ways 
will be plealing to our God, and our ſervices accept- 
able to our Heavenly Father; and we have reaſon to 
hope he will make even our enemies be at peace with 
us; if he ſee this good for us :—and we, having the 
ſalt of faith and ſincere Piety in ourſelyes, will be at 
peace with our brethren; nay, if it be poſſihle, will 
hve at peace with all men; forgire chem any injury 
they may do us, as God ab Chriſt's ſake ſorgiveth 
us our many fins ; do them every kind office ja our 


power, and ſtrive to overcome evil with good ; and, 


inſtead of rendering evil-for evil, and returning inju- 


ries, we will pray for the belt bleſfings to them, and 
confer benefits on them that may not be very deſery- 


ing : on the froward, the turbulent, and unthankful. 


LIP we do imitate our great Lord and Maſter, Je- 


ſus Chriſt, who both lived and died for us, when we 


were his enemies 3 and follow our God and Heavenly 


Father, though: at à great diſtance, wha is kind and 
bountiful to the wicked and vicious, even to the moſt 


worthleſs and abandoned of mortals in this world, 


drawing 
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drawing them to himſelf, and leading them to vepen · 
tance, by 1 the cords of love, andevery method of kind- 
neſs... So we ſhall ſhew that we bear in mind our own 


tranſgreſſions, and do remember with pious ſhame, 


that we ourſelyes have been, alas! too often diſobe- 


dient and untractable, and much 100 long heedleſs 
and inconſiderate, hateful and deteſtable i in the ſight 


of a holy God; and even ſometimes have hated others 


without A cauſe ; ; but that now the kindneſs and love 
of Jehovah hath appeared to us in all its captivating 
energy; ; he hath fayed us by his grace, and pluck. 


| ed us as brands ont of the burning; and ſandifies us 


by his ſpirit; and therefore we love him with all our 
heart, and unfeigned ſincerity ; ; who firſt loved us, 
prerented u us with his tender merey, and conquered 


dur enmity to his majeſty and laws, by his loving 


kindneſs. And now, becauſe we love our gracious 


|. God, we readily and naturally reſpe& all men, whg 


are his oftspring, and highly eſteem all good men that 


are his beloyed children. Therefore, by doing good) 


und ſhewing eur affection to all men, being tender 
of their beſt intereſts, and at all times ready to ſerve 


And oblige tem, as far as our power may Teach, and 
as their circumſtances may require,—we ſhall in ef- 


fe& heap coals of heavenly fire, offices of love on 
their heads, which will moſt eſſectually melt every 


| hard and unfegling heart, and cauſe them to flow out 


in the moſt kindly expreſſions of grateful reſentment 


towards us: and they will readily ſay, God is in us 
_ 5 of A truth, his ſpirit informs our tempers, « exalts our 


fouls 


DETACHED 25844 %% 
alt, and directs our ſteps. Thus our fierceſt foes 
all become our moſt affectionate friends, and we 
ſnall gain a moſt glorious victory over our keeneſt 
adyerſaries, be happy inſtruments of faving their pre- 
cious ſouls, and of covering the multitude of their 
ſins ; ; for they will lay, each far himſelf, I will go, 
will walk, with you in che road of piety and holineſs, 
for God is with you. But if this our labour of love 
ſhould be loſt on ſome ſinners, yet a faithful God 
will not forget this work of faith, and beſt evidence 
of piety ; but graciouſly remember, and amply re- 
ward it, as the moſt acceprable ſervice, at the reſur- 
rection of the juſt! . 


Could Chriſtians be but once vorfeaded; as we 


have all promiſed, and dq each of us profeſs, to cru- 


cify their laſts, and ſlay every angry paſſion in their 


breaſts, as devoted victims to the honour of God our 


heavenly Father, and of Jeſas ourcrucified Redeemer, 
and the credit of his goſpel, then wars, horrid wars, 


would ceaſe. 


I fay again, coal ob diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt be perſuaded, with one accord, to mortiſy 


every guilty deſire that proceeds from a wicked 


heart, eſpecially pride and ambition ; ; contention, 
woeful contention, ſhould ſpeedily go out, and ſhame- 
ful animoſities ſubſide and vaniſh, which now divide 
Chriſtianity into parties, and ſplit religious ſocietieg 
into ſo many fadlions, devour piety, extinguiſh cha- 
rity, turn zeal into gall and bitterneſs, and its fruits 


jato hemleck,—Haſten, O bleſſed God, this happy 


time 
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— this moſt deſirable period, when men ſhall 5 | 
+ - their ſwords into plow- ares, and no longer learn 


war, nor ſtudy. to Kill, hurt, and diſtreſs each other; 


but {trive with a holy ambition and heavenly emula- 


tion, to excel and outdo one another in love and 
good works: g Then ſhall the earth yield her increaſe, 


our God thall bleſs us abundantly ; and thoſe who 
7 dwell in the remoteſt countries of the world ſhall 


praiſe : and, worſhip him. Then our wilderneſs, in 


Which che thorns of vice, and briars of helliſh diſcord 
and ſedition ſpring up ſo faſt, and grow in ſuch abun- 
dance, ſhall ſoon become as Eden, and qur deſert as 


the garden af the Lord; and there will ſhortly be 
nothing to hurt nor hg in all the holy mountain 


2 gf God, nor in al the Churches gr Chriſt.” 


sen POETRY. A 


virsts on the VaniTY. ef. 
N AFFAIRS. 


H OW v: vain is man how tran- 
ſient are his joys! 

When, what one moment gives, 
the next deſtroys: 

mor 2 deſpair fil ap his round 
OT nie, 

And all his days are one continued 

ſtrife; 

Still ſtruggling to be rich, yet al- 
ways poor, 

Becaufe ambition makes bim co- 

vet more: 

Reaſon, (which ought to be his 


friendly guide) | 


He wildly barters for inſatiate 
pride: 


And alli his hopes are but uncer- 


tainty, 
The parent of deſpair and miſery. 
Thus fobliſhly rl an the days of 
man, 
aß tedious j Journey, tho a little 


The 2 the ball, the ply, are 
pompous wiles, 

To make him fancy that his for- 
tune ſmiles 

When like a jut ſhe turns his joy 
to grief, 

By di «ppointment of his fond be- 


lief; 

and cool reſtection teaches bim 
to ſce 

The giddinefs of all his vanity. 

Lis ſelf-conceit, his fancy'd pow- 
er and ſkill, 

Which bid defiance to th' Almigh- 
ty's will, : 

Deſtroy'd by fecret ſprings, he 

| — not how, 

Should learn bim to the Almighty} - 
will to bow : 


[ that form away, 
Which moulders to its parent | 


Thou art thy maker's . image, 
' truck in clay, 
Who, with one blaſt, can blow 


— each d 


rove, 


| 
| juſt; 


all thy praiſe,  .. 
Or never hope to meet with 23 
Þy days. 


——— — — 


I ſooth to peace my peaſive mind; 
And while, to ſhademy lowlycave; 
Emboweriag ems their umbrage 
weave 5 

And while the maple diſt is mine, - 
The beechen cup, unſtam d with 
wine: 

r xn the gay licentious crowd? 
Fheed th WY that deck the 
is proud. 


Within my F ;mits lone and ſtill, 


os buſy ſcenes, and briguter 
es, 

To lurk with itinocence ſhe flies: 

Here hopes in ſafe repoſe to dwell, 
Nor aught ſuſpects the ſylran cell. 


For to bis providence alone 
we owe, 
All we poſſeſs of good, and alt 
"we know 3 / 
Tis he who raiſes us and N 
brings us low. 
Ceaſe then proud man ! of thy own 
_ ſtrength to boaſt, 
Who of thyſelf cap little do at 
molt ; 


To mark how buys yon ſhrubby 
monnd, -* 


And every opening primroſe count | 


That trimly paints my blooming 
mount: 

Or o'er the ſculptures quaint and 
rude, 

That grace my. gloomy ſolitude, 

teach in winding wreathsto ſtray 


[Fantaſtic ive's adding ſpray. 


a 

Then let not c unruly fancy 
On any thing but what is fix” d 
above. | 


Be kind, be humble, merciful, and 
J 

In providence alone put all thy - 
tt 

For what thou haſt to God give 


An Inſeription on an Hermitage. ; 
Eneath this ſtony roof reclin d. 


The b ackbird pipes in artlefs tril'z 5 ö 
Faſt by my couch. congenial gueſt. 
The wren has wove ker moſſy neſt; - 


At morn I take my euſtom'd denen 5 
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3 IE ; © wy within on 7 LES nook, Wild bature s ſwee n ch 
= Lope my nhinyon divas 4 hear; 4. ot of 
1 Pourtray d with many a holy Idee. on green untrodden banks they 
tt Oft martyrs org with beavtn- view 


ly meed; A hyacinths neglected hue: 
Then as my taper waxe 


rs OY I fleep, a be 
[They 7 py tue ſuirrel's airy. 


at the doſe, the gleams be- 

hold and fartle from her, aſhen ſpray, 
. of pat my wen with Arroſs the glen, the ſcreaming jay; ' 
Each native charm: their ſteps ex · 


Bo plore 

_ ſack pure joys my bl of folitude 's ſequeſter re. 
n create. 1 1 the moon with cloudleis 
_ Nag! but. wonld {mile at guilty 
= | [Nfounts, to illume heir home ward 
_ Who bait would wiſh his holy lot WAY 5. 
pa In calm obliyion's humble grot ? Their weary ſpirits to rebeve, ; 


In their lone haunts, and Yoode 
land y 


* 


"= * Lo would caſt his 4% The meadows incenſe breathe at 
+ 2 eve. 
5} 17e ore my ſtaff and {mice grey; No riot mars the ſimple fare, 
. 5 And m the world's tumültous 8 0 5 a gamer vg hearth 
8 f they ſhare; 
be Blancleſs eee But when the Curſu' 5 meaſur d 
roar, | 


* 


' 1 u 
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Duiy, the darkening vallies o'er, 

=. We — Has echoed from the diſtant town, 

_ 3 0. 4 cane Life, IThey wiſh nobeds oſeygnet- down, 
1 | . INo trophicd canopies to cloſe, - 


Their diooping eyes in quick re- 
= Larter bet ebe paſe. 
3 beguil'd | Their hunible. porch with honied 
_...-.- Tos uit their bamlets hawthorn flowers, 
_—_— The curling woodbine's ſhade ems 
_ Nor . the crowd, oy tempt botrers: 
A tze ain, | me 'the trim garden's thymy 


For ſplendid care and guilty gan! und 
1 ' When meſhing wtwilg t tinQur'd Thea ir "bees in, buty ſwarms re- 
= *beam oun 

= Strikes their low thatch with Nor fell diſeaſe before his lime, 
A « flanting gleam, Haſtes to conſume” life's golden 
= . Theyrove abroad in ether blue, prime; | 
I0ðñ dip the ſeythe in fragrant dew: But, when their temples long liave 
The ſheaf to bind; the beech to] - wore, 

__ —— fell {The ſilver crown of treſſes hoar; 
_ A _ | noddiog ſhades a craggy 6 . ſtill calm peace to 
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